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Donations 
to hospice 
are hit by 
35pc drop 

DONATIONS to Hope 
House Children’s Hospice 
have plummeted by a third 
this year in the face of the 
country’s economic prob¬ 
lems. 

Officials at the Morda 
based hospice said dona¬ 
tions were down by 35 per 
cent. 

Last year the charity, 
which provides a service for 
life-limited children and 
their families, raised £3.5 
million but this year it is 
£200,000 worse off because 
of the huge drop in individ¬ 
ual donations. 

Andy Goldsmith, chief 
executive, said: “Individual 
donations are down by 
about a third. 

Strong 

“We had expected a fall off 
in donations but 35 per cent 
is quite a lot.” 

He said the charity would 
still be able to continue with 
the services it provides 
despite the fall in donations. 

“We have a very strong 
core of supporters and have 
fantastic support across the 
county,” he said. “We are 
confident we can offer 
fundraising opportunities. 
The drop is not affecting 
anything and we will con¬ 
tinue to provide all our serv¬ 
ices.” 

The charity also gets sup¬ 
port from businesses and 
fundraising groups as well 
as trusts and legacies. 

Shop denies 
closure tale 

ONE of Welshpool’s biggest 
town centre retailers has 
said that rumours of its 
imminent closure are 
‘untrue’. 

M & Co. moved into the 
huge premises in the centre 
of Broad Street left by the 
collapse of Woolworth and 
the company has been criti¬ 
cal of the town’s one-way 
system. 

But the firm has moved 
quickly to reassure cus¬ 
tomers over rumours or clo¬ 
sure. Spokesperson Sarah 
Coventon said: “I can con¬ 
firm that these rumours are 
untrue.” 


PLEA 10 TRADERS ON 
LATE NIGHT SHOPS 


TRADERS in Oswestry have been 
urged to sign up for the town’s late 
night shopping scheme and have 
been told - ‘this is your last chance’. 


Only a handful of businesses have so far joined the 
scheme by opening late on Fridays this month, which 
was set up in the town for the first time this year to 
help give shop owners a boost over the festive period. 

Oswestry Chamber of 
Commerce bosses say 
tomorrow night will be the 
traders’ last opportunity to 
get involved - just two days 
before Christmas. 

They say opening late can 
tie in with a free parking 
deal the chamber has agreed 
with Oswestry Town Coun¬ 
cil. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement, free parking has 
been allowed from 2pm at 
every Oswestry Town Coun¬ 
cil-run car park every day 
this week. 

It comes after chamber 
chiefs claimed this week that 
they may be forced to 
rethink the late night shop¬ 
ping project due to the poor 
response from traders. 

Chamber chairman Mar¬ 
tin Anderson said the aim of 
the late night opening 
scheme was to bring a festive 
boost to Oswestry traders. 

He said: “It is one of many 
things the chamber has been 


| by Ian St John 

looking at to improve the 
town. It would be good if 
more traders took up the 
opportunity and give the 
scheme one last push. 

“Only with the retailers 
support can these sort of 
things work and be success¬ 
ful. We will look at how it has 
gone and also look at how 
the free parking has gone 
and see what we can do in 
the future. 

“The free parking seems 
to have gone well so far and 
it is one of those additive 
things which can attract 
people to a town. 

“They have their petrol to 
think about so if we can offer 
them free parking it can be a 
draw. 

“Unfortunately we don’t 
have any way of drawing up 
an accurate and objective 
analysis of how the parking 
has helped.” 


Churchgoers on song to 
break world carols record 

CAROL singers in Oswestry hope they have sung their way 
into the Guinness Book of Records after a very special carol 
service. 

Scores of people turned up at the Cornerstone Baptist 
Church, on the corner of Roft Street and Lower Brook 
Street, to join thousands of others across the country in a 
festive challenge. 

Church-goers wanted to break the record for the largest 
number of people singing carols together across multiple 
locations. More than 17,000 singers across the UK took 
part, including 40 who joined in at the Cornerstone church. 


Eye-catching Christmas display 



Front left to right, Bob and Gail Goodall of Bobalot Bits and Bobs who are based in 
the Powis Market Hall in Oswestry, and who were presented with the award by, back 
left to right, Louise Hudson, treasurer of the Oswestry Chamber of Commerce, 
and Mayor of Oswestry Councillor Cynthia Hawksley. 


Market 
stall wins 
window 
accolade 

AN OSWESTRY mar¬ 
ket stall has won the 
town’s best dressed 
Christmas window 
award. 

The Chamber of Com¬ 
merce event was won by 
Bobalot, a Powis Hall mar¬ 
ket stall selling hand made 
crafts, pictures and photo¬ 
graphs. 

Presenting the award on 
Wednesday Oswestry Mayor, 
Cynthia Hawksley, praised 
town traders for entering 
the competition. 

“It was good to see that so 
many shops and businesses 
have made a special effort in 
dressing their windows for 
Christmas as it really helps 
to make the town look 
attractive. 

“It was difficult to pick the 
winning entry as the stan¬ 
dard was so high, but the 
Bobalot stall in the market 
really stood out.” 

Gail Goodall from Bobalot 
said “We’re delighted to win 
this competition and would 
like to thank the chamber 
for organising this event. I 
hope that it encourages 
more people to visit the Mar¬ 
ket Hall in 2012.” 


Chance to 
give views 
on stores 
complex 

A PUBLIC consultation into 
plans for a multi-million 
pound shopping develop¬ 
ment in Welshpool will be 
held next month. 

The one-day consultation 
will be held into plans by 
Oswestry-based J Ross 
Development to construct a 
shopping development in 
the town’s Church Street 
car park. 

The proposals are for 
three shops and a cafe to be 
built on the car park, but 
town councillors have 
expressed fears about 
reduced parking provision, 
loss of space for coach park¬ 
ing and how they believe it 
would reduce footfall into 
the town centre. 

Now Welshpool Town 
Council says it is planning to 
hold a public consultation 
on the matter on Tuesday, 
January 3, at the Corn 
Exchange in the town hall 
between 9am and 9pm. 

A report to the town coun¬ 
cil from the planning and 
development committee 
says: “The committee rec¬ 
ommends that with such an 
important decision to the 
town that a public consulta¬ 
tion should be held on the 
first Tuesday of January at 
the Corn Exchange seeking 
public opinion so that the 
council has a clear indica¬ 
tion as to the way the public 
wish to see any response 
from the town council to the 
next planning application 
consultation.” 

Ban threat 
to revellers 

FESTIVE REVELLERS 
who misbehave in pubs and 
clubs in Welshpool are being 
given a severe warning - 
behave or be banned. 

Dyfed-Powys Police has 
joined forces with licensees 
to keep the streets safe. 

Inspector Brian Jones 
said: “The message is simple 
- behave or be banned. We 
will be working closely with 
our partners over the 
Christmas period to help 
prevent incidents and react 
swiftly to violence.” 
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£12m deal brings jobs boost at Cobra 

VEHICLE parts producing company 49 jobs as the Welshpool company factures parts for some of the “The news that the contract is now 
Cobra UK has landed a new £12 mil- starts production of new automati- world’s leading motor manufactur- secure guarantees current jobs, cre- 
lion contract with Vauxhall Motors cally retracting boot space covers for ers including Bentley, Volvo, Audi ates more employment opportuni- 
that will see the company double its the Vauxhall Astra. and General Motors. ties and means that the company’s 

workforce. Cobra’s automotive products divi- Gary Seale, managing director of expansion plan is right on track,” he 

The expansion will mean another sion employs 49 people and manu- Cobra UK, said he was delighted, said. 
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REVOLUTIONARY arthritis research at a spe¬ 
cialist hospital in Shropshire has been given a 
£63,000 boost. 

Oswestry’s Orthopaedic Hospital, which is looking 
at ways of avoiding joint replacement for osteoarthri¬ 
tis, will receive the funding from the Masonic Samar¬ 
itan Fund. 

The hospital is one of four institutions which make up the 
new Arthritis Research UK Tissue Engineering Centre. 

Professor Alan Silman, medical director of Arthritis 
Research UK, said: “The exploratory research has the 
potential to revolutionise the treatment of osteoarthritis, 
aiming to reduce the need for joint replacement surgery. 

“Over 100,000 operations are done for this condition each 
year, aiming to reduce pain and disability” 

Improve 

Professor Sally Roberts, director of spinal research at the 
hospital, said: “Keyhole and minimally invasive operations 
for early arthritis have been in development for some years 
and we propose to improve upon these techniques. 

“This requires research at all levels of the process, from 
laboratory to bedside. We would hope that elements of this 
approach will reach the patient in the operating theatre 
within the first five years.” 

The Masonic Samaritan Fund is a grant-making charity 
funded by voluntary contributions from Freemasons. 

John McCrohan, deputy chief executive of the Masonic 
Samaritan Fund, said: 
“Having spent the past 21 
years supporting individuals 
living with day-to-day 
health and care needs, the 
Masonic Samaritan Fund 
has this year taken steps to 
broaden its support into 
research grant funding. 

“The hope is that we will 
also invest in finding the 
cause and cure of many of 
the underlying health condi¬ 
tions that are affecting 
today’s beneficiaries. 

“Our hope is that we may 
contribute to preventing 
people needing medical and 
care support in the future.” 


New home 
for group 

A CHARITY which helps 
homeless people says an 
increasing demand for its 
services has meant it hav¬ 
ing to find bigger premises. 

Shropshire Housing 
Alliance has joined forces 
with Oswestry Furniture 
Scheme to sign a lease on 
new and larger premises. 

The two bodies plan to 
move into the new centre in 
Oswestry early in 2012. 


Victorian festivities at castle 



VISITORS to Chirk Castle stepped back in time to celebrate a Victorian Christmas last 
weekend. Hundreds of people enjoyed a glimpse of how Christmas would have been 
celebrated in times gone by. Keran Hill, from Chirk-based Compton Framers, is pic¬ 
tured on her stand. Picture: PeterFlemmich 


Rotary's 
chief is 
chosen 




John Ward 

THE ROTARY Club of 
Oswestry has a new presi¬ 
dent with John Ward 
installed at last week’s spe¬ 
cial general meeting. 

No stranger to the role, 
having been the inaugural 
president of daughter club 
Oswestry Borderland, Mr 
Ward has a farming and 
agricultural consulting 
background and will take up 
his duties in July. 

At the same meeting, club 
treasurer David Gordon 
gave an upbeat assessment 
of the club’s financial per¬ 
formance in the Rotary year 
2010/2011. 

He told the club: “I think 
it is a great credit to the club 
and all its hard-working 
members that our charity 
account was able to provide 
nearly £19,000 in grants and 
funding for a wide variety of 
good causes.” 


Dancing at 
charity ball 

WELSHPOOL Town Hall 
will host a January ball to 
raise funds for Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 

Music will be provided by 
Graham Darby for the ball¬ 
room and sequence dance 
event, which will take place 
on January 20 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £10 from Bar¬ 
rie on 01938 553706 or Jane 
on 01686 650351. 
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Huge bill 
for fixing 
problem 
streets 

PROBLEMS streets in 
Oswestry town centre will 
costs hundreds of thousands 
of pounds to resurface. 

An audit of the streets and 
town centre environment 
was carried out by Shrop¬ 
shire Council’s street scene 
officers, following a request 
from the Oswestry Regener¬ 
ation Partnership. 

Some of the money 
awarded for regenerating 
the market town could now 
go to sprucing up roads, 
alleyways, pedestrian areas 
and open spaces. 

Steve Oakley, the regional 
highway manager at Shrop¬ 
shire Council, said resurfac¬ 
ing and improving kerbs in 
New Street would cost about 
£120,000, surfacing works to 
Arthur Street would come in 
at about £20,000, and any 
improvements to pavements 
in Church Street would cost 
about £40,000. 

The Oswestry Regenera¬ 
tion Partnership was told 
that in the part pedestri¬ 
anised Bailey Street improv¬ 
ing the pavement, pruning 
trees and putting guards 
around trees would cost 
about £11,000 while similar 
works in front of the memo¬ 
rial gates to Cae Glas Park in 
Church Street would be 
£4,000. 

The state of the town’s lit¬ 
ter bins were also high¬ 
lighted in the street scene 
audit. 

Members were informed 
that replacing Oswestry’s 44 
bins would cost £35,000. 


Pubs offering soft drinks 
deal to avoid breathalyser 


BORDER PUBS will be offering designated 
drivers ‘buy one soft drink get one free deals’ 
in an attempt to stop people drink-driving. 

Last December, 139 people were caught driving 
over the legal alcohol limit during roadside checks in 
the Dyfed-Powys Police region, officers said. 

Powys County Council’s h 

■by Graham Breeze 


road safety unit is now 
encouraging anyone who 
does drink any amount of 
alcohol not to get behind the 
wheel - even the next morn¬ 
ing. 

The legal limit currently 
stands at 35 microgrammes 
per lOOmillilitres of breath 
but officials say calculating 
how many units this equates 
to is difficult as everyone’s 
absorption of alcohol is 
dependant on a number of 
factors such as height, 
weight and age. 

The authority said a safer 
alternative would be to stick 
to soft drinks. 

Hangover 

It said over the Christmas 
season Coca-Cola would be 
supporting the anti drink- 
drive campaign by offering 
offers on their products in 
participating outlets in 
Montgomeryshire. 

These venues will include 
the Cefn Coch Inn, near 
Llanfair Caereinion; Welsh¬ 
pool Golf Club; The Green 
Dragon at Welshpool; The 
Station in Llansantffraid; 
and the Admiral Rodney in 
Criggion. 

Jonathon Rogers, a 


spokesman for Powys 
County Council, said: “Fol¬ 
lowing the all-Wales launch 
of the Christmas Anti Drink- 
Drive campaign on Decem¬ 
ber 1, the Road Safety Unit 
is also reminding festive 
party-goers about driving 
anywhere the morning after 
the night before. 

“Many people believe that 
a bit of sleep will see off the 
worst of their hangover, 
however for every unit of 
alcohol consumed it takes 
your liver one hour to 
process it. 

“This means that if an 
average person drank five 
standard 175ml glasses of 
wine but stopped before 
midnight, it would still take 
until 11.30am the following 
day for their body to be clear 
of alcohol. 

“Change this to five large 
250ml glasses and that time 
increases to 4.30pm,” added 
the spokesman. 

For more information on 
the effects of alcohol visit 
www.drinkaware.co.uk 


Youngsters' football scheme extended 


A FOOTBALL scheme run by the police 
for youngsters in the Oswestry area can now 
be extended thanks to further funding being 
made available, delighted organisers have 
said. 

The community initiative has proved a 
huge hit and has helped to build bridges 
between the police and some of the town’s 
youngsters, and cut anti-social behaviour. 

Organisers have announced that the West 
Mercia Police force run scheme has proved 


so popular that further funding has been 
provided to ensure it continues throughout 
the winter. 

An initial grant of £500 was given by West 
Mercia Police Authority from its community 
initiatives fund to run the scheme on Thurs¬ 
days from mid-October. 

The weekly hour-long sessions will now 
continue throughout the rest of the winter 
thanks to a further £500 being approved 
from the police authority fund. 


Woollen pom pom just keeps growing 



With the pom pom at the Hope House charity shop near Oswestry, was assistant 
manager Elaine McGill. Picture: Peter Flemmich 


A GIANT pom pom, started 
by a boy at Shropshire’s 
Hope House Children’s 
Hospice, is continuing to 
grow, after his death. 

The 10 year old, who’s fam¬ 
ily do not want him to be 
named, was fascinated when 
creating tiny pom poms with 
friends at the hospice near 
Oswestry and suggested that 
they start a much bigger one. 

Sadly his health deterio¬ 
rated and he died before the 
huge wool ball could be fin¬ 
ished. 

But staff at the children’s 
hospice have vowed to con¬ 
tinue building up the layers 
of wool until it is complete. 

The pom pom is currently 
in the Hope House Hospice 
shop in English Walls, 
Oswestry and the public are 
being asked to help make it 
bigger. 

Shoppers 

Shoppers are being asked 
to go along to the shop, do 
their bit and sign a special 
book. 

Hospice play leader Wendy 
Llewellyn Harries said: “We 
had been making spider pom 
poms and he suggested mak¬ 
ing a great big one. 

“Everyone really enjoyed 
taking part and the pom pom 
also went to his primary 
school so his friends could 
join in.” 

The four foot circle of wool 
was also taken to the local 
primary school in Morda and 
to the Marches Secondary 
School in Oswestry. “We have 
had a wonderful response for 
donations of wool and we are 
all looking forward to when 
we can unveil the finished 
pom pom.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


Arrest made in 
fatal hit and run 

POLICE HAVE arrested a 
man in connection with 
the fatal hit and run road 
collision in which former 
Welshpool man Dale 
McNamee, 36, died. 

But police have stressed 
the investigation into the 
father-of-three’s death is 
continuing and renewed 
their appeal for public 
help in tracing the driver 
of the vehicle which struck 
Mr McNamee in the early 
hours of November 26. 

He died while walking 
along the A458 between 
Shrewsbury and Bridg¬ 
north at about 4.20am. 
It’s thought he may have 
been lying in the road, 
when hit by a passing 
vehicle - thought to be a 
white box-type van - trav¬ 
elling towards Bridgnorth 
at Venus Bank, near 
Cound. Mr McNamee was 
left dead at the scene. 

Reminder over 
waste collections 

PEOPLE IN the Welsh¬ 
pool area are being 
warned not to miss their 
rubbish collections this 
Christmas. 

Householders are 
warned that over the fes¬ 
tive period there will be 
changes to waste and 
recycling collection dates. 

Powys County Council 
said normal collections 
would be changed during 
the week beginning 
December 26. 

It said collection dates 
on the Monday would be 
made on Tuesday, and all 
collections would be made 
one day later than usual. 

Collections will return 
to normal on January 2. 

Focus on fashion 

STUDENTS FROM 
Oswestry’s Marches 
School visited London 
recently for a design and 
technology trip. 

The pupils, from years 
9, 10 and 11, looked at 
both the high end and the 
budget end of the fashion 
world and at market 
trends. 
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Course in 
cupcake 
baking is 
launched 

A NEW COURSE has been 
launched in Oswestry to 
cater for the latest craze for 
cupcake baking. 

Walford and North Shrop¬ 
shire College’s Oswestry 
campus has launched the 
classes which are being run 
by top chef Darren Davies. 

The latest of his cupcake 
workshops showed students 
how to decorate them for 
Christmas 

Mr Davies, who is also a 
chef at the Walls Restaurant 
in Oswestry, has been intro¬ 
ducing leisure students to 
the art of creating interest¬ 
ing and original cupcakes for 
Christmas. 

Vicky Brayne, from Whit¬ 
tington, who attended the 
workshop, said: “It was 
excellent value for money, 
costing just £20 for the full 
four and a half hours. 

“As well as showing us 
easy ways to make beautiful 
novelty cakes he gave us lots 
of great tips and ideas to 
take home with us. 

“The cakes have proved 
really popular with my fam¬ 
ily and I’m now getting 
requests to make more for 
them and their friends.” 

For the past 18 months Mr 
Davies has been combining 
his work at the Walls with 
teaching cookery at the col¬ 
lege. 

He also became involved 
with a Lets Get Cooking club 
at the Marches Secondary 
School, showing youngsters 
how to create healthy meals. 


Stormy meeting ends with 
approval for 80 new homes 


A DEVELOPER has won permission to build 
80 houses in Ruyton-XI-Towns, despite prom¬ 
ising £200,000 less community funding and 
offering fewer affordable homes than previ¬ 
ously agreed. 


Pentons Haulage was 
granted outline planning 
permission to build the 
homes four years ago but 
says the economic cli¬ 
mate means the original 
plans were not viable. 

The firm applied for a 
renewal of the permission 
and a specially arranged 
meeting of Shropshire 
Council’s north planning 
committee heard its contri¬ 
bution to community proj¬ 
ects as part of the deal would 
be reduced from £700,000 to 
about £500,000. 

Affordable 

The number of affordable 
homes has been reduced, in 
line with council policy, from 
25 per cent to 13 per cent. 

The cash will be spent on a 
new classroom for the vil¬ 
lage primary school and 
public open space. 

The meeting heard the 
parish council objected to 
the reduced funding 
arrangements, describing 
them as ‘inadequate’. 

Resident Colin Case 
addressed the meeting at 
Shirehall and urged the 
council to defer the matter 
until the New Year. 


^ by Graham Breeze 

He said that would allow 
the application to be gov¬ 
erned by new planning regu¬ 
lations which would give the 
community a greater say in 
how the contributions could 
be used and bring more 
money to the the parish 
from the deal. 

Councillor Arthur Wal¬ 
pole said he was concerned 
£200,000 earmarked for sec¬ 
ondary education, had been 
taken out of the deal. 

Councillor Martin Ben¬ 
nett said he was worried 
whether the village’s infra¬ 
structure could support 
more housing. 

Planning officers recom¬ 
mended approval for the 
scheme, saying that the 
application did fit in with 
policy. 

Councillor David Minnery 
said the application should 
be granted as long as more 
flexibility was worked into 
the agreement and the 
parish council was involved 
in the process of what the 
money should be spent on. 

After a vote, outline 
approval was granted. 



Donkey meets nativity players at church door 

‘Bubbles’ adds 
authenticity 

A NATIVITY play was given an 
authentic touch with the arrival of 
Bubbles the donkey. 

Youngsters from Bellan House School, 
Oswestry had dressed as Mary and Joseph, 
shepherds and three wise men and other 
characters for their play and church serv¬ 
ice. 

And they were thrilled to find the 
tableau complete when they arrived at St 
Oswald’s Parish Church and saw the don¬ 
key outside. 

Bubbles was taken along to the church 
by parent, Sarah Evans. And while it was 
decided not to take her into the church, 
Bubbles was make a great fuss off by the 
youngsters before and after the service. 

Jackie Greatorex, head at Bellan House, 
said she was very grateful to Mrs Evans for 
taking the donkey for the recent perform¬ 
ance. “Bubbles gave a very special touch to 
the day and all the pupils were very 
excited,” she said. 

“The children performed excellently 
and it was a lovely morning. ” 

She said that as well as allowing Bubbles 

Pupils from key stage one at Bellen House in Oswestry with Bubbles the don- p®st Taken awTuddTTrrnd^fdTts 1 to 
key outside St Oswalds Parish Church in Oswestry, which was used for their JSqL “We Ire h^inf thatnext term 
nativity. Dressed as Joseph is six-year-old Tom Evans, owner of the donkey . h will h i h „ JL “ 
with Rosie Sherpa, seven, playing Mary. Picture: Simon Williams ’ 


Touching 
messages 
are hung 
on a tree 

A MYSTERY marriage pro¬ 
posal has been hung on a 
wishing tree at a castle on 
the Shropshire border. 

Staff and volunteers at 
Chirk Castle were bowled 
over by the frank and touch¬ 
ing messages hung on the 
wish tree that is part of the 
fortress’ Victorian Castle. 

Hundreds of visitors have 
written their hopes and 
dreams for Christmas and 
hung them on the tradi¬ 
tional tree, and alongside 
the many requests for toys 
have been some less conven¬ 
tional festive wishes. 

Carolyn Latham of the 
National Trust run castle 
said: “People have put up 
some really touching wishes, 
some that warm the heart, 
some that bring a tear to the 
eye, and some that you just 
want to follow up. 

“I would love to know if 
the person who wrote ‘I 
want Trudy to marry me for 
Christmas’, will have their 
dream come true.” 


Theft charges 

A 23-YEAR-OLD Oswestry 
man has pleaded guilty to a 
string of theft charges. 

Lee Shakeshaft, of Eden 
Court in Oswestry, has been 
committed to appear before 
Shrewsbury Crown Court 
after admitting five charges 
relating to theft, one of 
which involved handling a 
bladed article. 
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REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 


Breakdown Service 

• All Makes of Inboard and Outboard Engine Serviced/Repaired by 
our Mobile Engineers 

• New and Used Engine Sales 

• Dry Dock Available For Blacking, Painting, Welding etc 

• Well Stocked Chandlery 

• Now Mobile Fuel Polishing 


HONDA 


safe 


mnmni 


(Ihmi-n*lliuil.Vihiliii»vtiMi.ftwrsiry,Shn^hirr.Sill 4M 

TOR A I RE 1)1 OH (OMAtT: 01 (!!) I 662 124 

fmail: iii{jiiiri(^(t/ maeslfrmvii.tii.uk 




CHIRK & OSWESTRY 

> WE ARE HERE TO DEAL! 


Special Offer 
interim Service 
inc. MOT £45 
+ VAT + Parts 


IMOT 

SPECIALISTS 


2 FORDS FORDS FORDS 

Still under manufacturer’s warranty 

.. _1.2 AC, Electric Windows, choice of colours.P0A 

11 FIESTA EDGE 1.4 TDCi Diesel 5-dr. AC, Quickclear, 

choice of colours.P0A 


11 FOCUS ZETEC 1.6 TDCi Diesel (109) 5-dr. Bluetooth, 

choice of colours. 

All types of Fords available, please call for details 


P0A 



High Performance 
Specialist 4x4 and 
Winter Tyres 

We will not be 
beaten on price 


08 CHEVROLET MATIZ Blue. 

08 CITROEN C4 VTR 1.6 HDi Diesel Silver. 

08 PEUGEOT 107 URBAN 1.0. 

07 JAGUAR S TYPE 2.7 TD Auto. Moonstone Blue, Low Mileage, Dealer 

08 PEUGEOT 107 URBAN. 

07 FORD FIESTA FUSION 1.4 ZETEC Durashift, Semi- Automatic, 19k 

07 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 SPORT Silver. 

07 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 HDi Diesel. Red. 

56 VAUXHALL ASTRA VAN CDTi White, very clean, a lot of history. 

56 NISSAN MICRA Grey. 

55 HONDA CRV 2.2 Diesel. Black. 

55 PEUGEOT 307 SXi 2.0 HDi Diesel. Bronze Met, Leather. 

54 FORD GALAXY Ghia Diesel. 

54 RENAULT GRANDE DYNAMIQUE 2.0 16v 7 seats. Low 

mileage. 

54 MITSUBISHI 0UTLANDER Auto. Silver, dual fuel. 

04 CITROEN C2 FURI0 Blue, Auto. 

04 MINI ONE CHILLI PACK Black, lots of history. 

53 NISSAN X TRAIL 2.2 Diesel, Blue . 

53 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 White. 

53 PEUGEOT 206 HDi 1.4 Silver. 

03 FORD KA Black, 30k. 

03 FORD KA Red, Choice of 2 , low miles. 

03 ROVER 75 CONNOISSEUR Blue, Leather, DVD TV Sat Nav. 

03 CITROEN C5 1.8 Blue, superb throughout. 

03 CITROEN XSARA PICASSO. 

03 BMW 316 SALOON Silver. 

02 BMW 320 SE SALOON MUST BE SEEN . 

52 NISSAN MICRA Auto. Very clean. 

52 RENAULT SCENIC DCi Diesel. 

02 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT TDi Grey Metallic. 

51 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 1,8T Silver, Leather, 

Special Edition... 

W BMW 530 SE Diesel. Leather. Auto. 

R DISCOVERY 2.5 TDi 7 Seats. 

V JAGUAR XK8 1 Owner, Low Mileage, Silver, must 
be seen 


.SOLD 

. £5395 

.£4995 

History.£16995 

.SOLD 

. £5995 

.£5299 

.£5675 

.SOLD 

. £4295 

.£7395 

.£5395 

. £4950 


.£5395 

.£2995 

.£5295 

.SOLD 

.£1500 

.£2795 

.SOLD 

...£2195-£1995 

.£2995 

.£2750 

.£2495 


1999 MINI COOPER Blue. Low Miles, Union Jack Roof ... 


... £3295 
£2200 
.. £2495 
SOLD 


.£1995 

..P0A 


Chirk Service Station. Potyboo d Roof. Chirk. LLI4 S4A 
Tat: 016*1 773426 or *787* 4644*0 
CSS M Shoot, Otmtry, SY11 1LJ Tel: *1*91 67*139 


(SUTTER CUE 



• ROOFS REPAIRED 

• FLAT ROOFS REPAIRED 

• GUTTERS CLEANED 
AND REPAIRED 

0800 6121072 
07713 137 283 

www.gutter-care.co.uk 


p&GiieiiietejFtepirjSj 

YOUR ONE STOP MOT/SERVICE CENTRE 

• M.O.Ts-Class4&7 • Exhausts,Brakes & Batteries 

• Servicing to all makes & models • Snap-On / Launch Diagnostic code reading 

• Tyres, Balancing & Tracking • Parts and accessories available 


COLLECTION & DELIVERY AVAILABLE 


Tel: (01691)622849 

Cargotec Industrial Park, Elson Road, Ellesmere SY12 9JW 
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Council's 
welcome 
for faster 
internet 

OSWESTRY will receive 
huge benefits from superfast 
broadband, town councillors 
have said. 

Businesses will have the 
most to gain when BT 
launches its broadband cov¬ 
erage early next year say 
those welcoming news of the 
Openreach programme 
arriving in the town. 

Oswestry Town Council’s 
finance and general pur¬ 
poses meeting was told that 
the introduction of super 
broadband in Oswestry had 
already begun. 

Cabinets housing new 
fibres are being built next to 
existing cabinets. Council¬ 
lors were told that although 
24 cabinets were being 
enabled but 19 would not 
be, in the first phase. 

This meant that 9,000 of 
the 12,000 houses and busi¬ 
nesses in Oswestry would be 
able to receive the superfast 
broadband. 

Councillor Chris Schofield 
said: “This is really welcome 
for the town of Oswestry and 
excellent news for any busi¬ 
ness.” 

The town council said it 
was concerned that only two 
thirds of the town would be 
able to tap into the new facil¬ 
ity. 

Ian Binks, regional part¬ 
nership director for BT 
group said that although the 
first phase of the scheme 
would only serve about 
9,000 properties that was 
only the initial scheme. 


Health service may be lost 
amid room rent rate row 


OSWESTRY TOWN Council is to write to the 
health minister over the possible loss of a vital 
health service from the town. 

A new audiology suite had been earmarked to be part of 
the new primary care centre off Gobowen Road, with the 
town council planning to make a donation of £34,000 
towards creating a special testing booth to carry out hearing 
assessment on adults and children. 

But the head of audiology h 
for the Shrewsbury and H by Graham Breeze 


Telford Hospital Trust Mr 
Darren McHale, wrote to the 
town council warning that 
the new suite may not be cre¬ 
ated. 

He said the Shropshire 
Community Health Trust 
which runs the health centre 
was trying to organise a 
business model that charged 
the audiology service rent 
for the use of the room. 

“Initial indications are 
that this would be based on a 
charge per square metre 
which may mean it is cost 
prohibitive to us,” he said. 

Costs 

Councillor Margaret 
Chamberlain said she 
understood that this could 
put costs up seven fold. 

“The audiology service is 
charged £100 per session the 
room it currently uses at the 
Orthopaedic Hospital,” 
Councillor Chamberlain 
said. “The consultants 
understand that the service 
could be charged £700 for 
the room at the centre.” 

The council was told 


Shropshire Primary Care 
Trust was attempting to 
resolve the issue with the 
community health trust. 

Councillor Chamberlain 
said she feared that 
Oswestry could lose its audi¬ 
ology service altogether. 

“It could go back to the 
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital 
which would be really diffi¬ 
cult for people, to get to,” she 
said. 

Town councillors agreed 
to write to the Shropshire 
Community Health Trust, 
and also to health minister, 
Andrew Lansley. 

Donna McGrath, Shrop¬ 
shire County PCT’s chief 
financial officer, said: “We 
are working to look at 
transferring the audiology 
suite from the Orthopaedic 
Hospital to the new health 
centre in Oswestry. 

“We are happy to discuss 
any concerns around the 
cost of the new premises 
with the Shrewsbury and 
Telford Hospital NHS Trust 
and also the town council.” 


Youngster’s delight over qualification 



Award winners at the Education Centre in Oswestry. From left, Shannon Evans, 
Jamie Skeldon, head of services at the Tuition Medical Behavioural Support 
Service, and Tyler Roberts. Picture: Peter Flemmich 


A SCHOOL pupil from 
Shropshire has become one 
of the youngest people in the 
country to be awarded an 
Introduction to Forest 
Schools qualification. 

Shannon Evans goes to 
Oswestry Education Centre three 
time a week and is studying for 
her GCSEs. 

The Year 11 pupil completed a 
portfolio of work to achieve the 
award which was officially pre¬ 
sented to her on Thursday. 

The 16-year-old is involved 
with the Forest School initiative 
which encourages learning out¬ 
side in the fresh air and away 
from the usual classroom envi¬ 
ronment. 

Nationwide 

It is a nationwide scheme that 
gets pupils learning about the 
great outdoors, how to keep safe, 
how to build things with wood and 
how to work as a team. 

Sarah Creaser-Ogden, her indi¬ 
vidual specialist tutor, said: “She 
must be the one of the youngest in 
the country to have received the 
award. 

“We are extremely proud of her. 
She has come a long way since she 
joined the educational centre.” 


Council in 
appeal to 
BBC over 
radio cuts 

THE BBC should stop pay¬ 
ing celebrity presenters 
huge wages instead of cut¬ 
ting the Radio Shropshire 
budget, Oswestry Town 
Councillors have said. 

Proposed cuts include a 20 
per cent cut to the staffing 
budget at Radio Shropshire, 
or eight jobs, and the council 
offered to host a petition 
against the cuts. 

Radio Shropshire boss 
Tim Beech, sad 35 hours of 
Shropshire-based pro¬ 
grammes would be lost with 
no county programmes 
before 6am, at lunchtimes or 
after 7 pm. 

“From the end of January 
Radio Shropshire will be the 
only FM station in the 
county,” he said. 

Presenter Eric Smith said 
he was worried the station 
would not be able to give the 
service its listeners deserved, 
particularly in times of bad 
weather or emergencies 
such as the gas explosion in 
Shrewsbury last year. 

Oswestry mayor, Council¬ 
lor Cynthia Hawksley, said: 
“Cuts to Radio Shropshire 
would be very sad. 

“I believe they should 
instead make cut to the big 
payments to people who I do 
not think deserve it.” 

Councillor Martin Bennet 
said the BBC had drifted 
into the pursuit of popular¬ 
ity. Oswestry Town Council 
agreed to write to the BBC 
Trust reiterating its objec¬ 
tions to the cuts. 



INVESTMENT 
MELTDOWN 


HtEffHONE* 
OdOO 917 0570 

For rlMf 

fnirtiil mIk» 


What does this mean to your 
personal savings and Income? 



The turmoil in the global financial markets is no longer 

just a concern for bankers and economists. 

It is now your concern. 

We offer advxe. a complimentary kmch and solutions. 
Join us at one of ot* forthcoming investment briefings 

Visit: www.epplewoodLco.ulc for further details. 




wiv^iflrKn) Aivik 


Gbrstcr Office Hlltunb Coin Chester BuHnm Hail. Lbc-der, < tievlirr CH4 
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Ti 01244 690314 
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www.shaxinonsales.co.uk 
Chirk, Clwyd, LL14 5NA 
01691 773257 


DIRECT EslutlishedSince 

BLINDS m 

Quality Made to Measure 

ROLLER BLINDS WOODEN BLINDS 

CONSERVATORY VERTICAL 
BLINDS BLINDS 

ROMAN BLINDS 

PLEATED BLINDS 

Perfect Fit Blinds 


VELUX 


VENETIAN 

BLINDS 


Vertical Blinds/ 
roller blinds 
Fitted from 

£199 


FREE MEASURING 
AND FITTING SERVICE 


Value for Money 
FAST Local Service 


MADE TO MEASURE AND READY MADE CURTAINS 

MONTGOMERY FABRICS 

www .directblindsshropshire.c o.uk 

H 01691 670257 E 


www.easyfitblinds.co.uk 

For Domestic & Commercial Premises 

6 Oswald Road, Oswestry SY11 IRE 


133 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury SY3 7DN 
Tel: 01743 344646 Fax: 01743 362741 

www. pughsfuner aldirector s. com 


PUGHS 


A part of Shropshire heritage since 1890. FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Shan 
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Villagers' 
snub to 
survey on 
cashpot 

JUST 13 per cent of resi¬ 
dents took part in a major 
survey asking how they 
want £1 million of lottery 
funding to be spent in vil¬ 
lages near Oswestry. 

But co-ordinators of the 
National Lottery’s Big Local 
programme in Gobowen, St 
Martins and Weston Rhyn, 
say the results of the ques¬ 
tionnaire will still provide 
them with a useful tool in 
their study into how the 
money should be used. 

A report to accompany the 
results of the survey admits 
there had been a Tow 
response’ to the project. 

The report said: “A total of 
421 completed question¬ 
naires were returned 
throughout September and 
October using either the 
freepost address provide by 
the Community Council of 
Shropshire, collection boxes 
within the parishes or using 
the online survey hosted on 
the Community Council of 
Shropshire website. 

“Approximately 3,300 
questionnaires were origi¬ 
nally distributed, therefore 
the return rate is in the 
region of 13 per cent. 

“Although this is only an 
approximation, it still repre¬ 
sents a low response rate 
and therefore additional 
consultation should be con¬ 
sidered before drawing any 
firm conclusions or assum¬ 
ing the priorities of the com¬ 
munity for any future 
projects.” 




Curing industry students 
bringing home the bacon 


STUDENTS OF an unusual college course are 
bringing home the bacon - literally. 

A workshop in bacon curing and sausage making 
has been launched by Walford and North Shropshire 
College, held at the home of tutor, Melvyn Ling. 

His four-hour course at his specially equipped home at 
Wernlas, just outside h Uw 
O swestry, shows students ■ by Graham Breeze 

how to use traditional meth- M- 

ods to produce top quality our own spices and we show 


cured bacon and how to 
make sausages. 

The course has attracted 
smallholders, farmers and 
those looking for a new 
career in life. 

Scratch 

Mr Ling has been deliver- 


students the traditional 
ways of curing bacon. 

“Some of the bacon we use 
is marinated in what might 
be considered very unusual 
marinades. At the moment, 
for example, we have some 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ marinating in black treacle, 

ing classes in bacon curing We a | s .° produce York and 
and sausage making for sev- Wiltshire hams. All our pigs 
eral years and has joined ?ur sourced from Jamie 
forces with the college to Ward m Whittington. We 
pass his skills onto as many also only use the female 
others as possible. meat as it>s tastier and has 


Student Nick Kilbride, 
who attended the latest 
workshop said: “I do a lot of 
cooking and preparing from 
scratch at home. 

“I’ve boned fish, chicken 
and pheasants but never a 
big slab of meat. It’s not as 
difficult as I thought it 
would be. I have my own pigs 
and this workshop will allow 
me to put into practise at 
home what I have learnt 
here.” 

Mr Ling said: “We are one 
of the few remaining places 
that still use traditional 
methods. We mix and use all 


more fat content.” 

Cynthia Widdon another 
of the students said: “I’ve 
kept pigs for 30 years and I 
wanted to know how to 
make my own sausages and 
cure my own bacon. It’s been 
a really useful day.” 

The Thursday afternoon 
workshops run from 1pm- 
5pm and cost £50 for the full 
four hours. For details or 
to book a place call (01691) 
688000. 

For information about 
other part-time courses at 
the college please visit our 
website at www.wnsc.ac.uk. 


Melvyn Ling giving the group a demonstration 


Cynthia Widdon getting to grips with a joint 


Final set 
of pupils 
working 
on tests 

THERE are 10 children 
working towards SATS tests 
at Maesbury Primary 
School - but when their 
results are published this 
time next year, their school 
will no longer exist. 

The school, near Oswes¬ 
try, is one of six to close at 
the end of the academic year 
because of Shropshire Coun¬ 
cil education changes 

But headteacher Rose¬ 
mary Finney said the staff 
and 27 pupils were concen¬ 
trating on working towards 
the end of the term and look¬ 
ing ahead to Christmas, 
which brings with it the 
school’s last carol concert 
and party. 

“Then it’s ‘What do we do 
with the nativity cos¬ 
tumes?”’ said Mrs Finney. 

She said the school’s 
impending closure was not 
depressing activity at the 
school, although “we are 
feeling very sad about it”. 

“The children that are 
here at the moment are our 
priority,” she added. 

“There are important 
things going on at the 
moment that are taking up 
our time and energy. 

Mrs Finney said there 
were a range of emotions 
being experienced by staff 
and pupils this Christmas. 
“Sad is one word,” she said, 
“frustrated is another. 

“There are lots of words to 
describe the emotions going 
through the staff, children 
and parents at the moment. 


THE LAWYERS 
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CAN MY FATHER CANCEL GOODS HE WAS PRESSURED INTO BUYING? 
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FIX AUTO OSWESTRY WELSH BORDERS 


4 NtW NAMf FOR PANT MOTOR BOOIS, SAMS PtOPLI, 
SAME QUALITY A SERVICE FROM A TRUSTED TEAM 

Our S arwc a IncAJCfmm: 

• CouMMy C«rt (auwaot to caw W a w i 

• On Tha Spot Oomputar- llrta d Quotottorw 

• Fftofc Up/ PiO vaty 

• Crwah Rtpair and Choatlt Mgnmvnt 

• Waah and Vac On Oomplatton 




• Of 

» Tyra RaplaoamaM 


1 Air ConcNttontng 
• Four Whaai A il gn m a rt 


Canal Side, Llanymynach, Oawaatry. 5 Y 2 P UFA T*|; Oi« 9 i 030793 
Email: o*wo*try 0 f 1 »auto.oom www flMauto.com/ 09 waflry 



ems 


dress agency 


Have You Discovered Jems Yet? 

A dress agency selling new and nearly new ladies 
clothing in immaculate condition. 

From top end high street to must have designer labels., 
find your perfect outfit for every occasion: 


a 


ddmj, fflafifiAf do/mbfamtA and a cfdafifiy* JVem d/etw 

Jems has an extensive selection of shoes, handbags, 
scarves and jewellery to complement your outfits... 

Come and see us at Queens Courtyard 
(opposite Iceland) where a warm and friendly welcome awaits you. 


If you love clothes...You will love Jems. 

If you have clothing in good condition you wish to sell please contact us first. 

You can contact Julie on 07970 731117 

_ Jems is open Wednesday to Saturday 10am - 4pm _ 
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Service is 
thanks to 
helpers in 
the town 

OSWESTRY’S HARD work¬ 
ing volunteers were recog¬ 
nised when they were 
invited to a carol Service at 
the town’s parish church. 

The event was organised 
by the Qube, which runs the 
Oswestry Volunteer Centre, 
providing information and 
support to the public. 

Kim Thompson- 

Lawrence, outreach volun¬ 
teer officer at Qube, said: 
“The carol service was a cel¬ 
ebration of thanks for all the 
volunteer work that is car¬ 
ried out in Oswestry. 

“The service organised by 
Qube was conducted by Rev¬ 
erend Simon Thorburn and 
was attended by volunteers 
from various organisations 
as well as the High Sheriff of 
Shropshire, Mr Richard 
Burbidge OBE and the 
Mayor, Councillor Mrs Cyn¬ 
thia Hawksley. “ 

She said volunteers who 
had attended had included 
those from arts and sports 
group, village halls and 
those involved with people 
with disabilities. 

Representatives from 
Hope House Children’s Hos¬ 
pice attended as did people 
from the Leonard Cheshire 
home at Pontfadog. 

“We enjoyed a lovely 
evening and are grateful to 
Reverend Simon Thorburn 
and also to the Oswestry 
Choral Society which per¬ 
formed two beautiful pieces 
at the service,” she added. 


Medical centre's new parking 
regulations catch out patients 


NEW PARKING rules at a medical centre have 
caught out patients arriving to pick up pre¬ 
scriptions or see their doctor, it was claimed 
today. 

David Parker said he was told he would be fined £60 
for failing to tap his car registration number into the 


parking machines at the 
Plas Ffynnon surgery in 
Oswestry. 

The surgery has urged 
patients receiving the letters 
to appeal to the ParkingEye 
firm, saying it had brought 
in the outside company after 
motorists used the car park 
to leave their vehicles there 
for much of the day. 

Trollies from the nearby 
Sainsbury supermarket had 
even been found, despite the 
store having its own, large 
car park. 

Mr Parker, 49, from Upper 
Brook Street in Oswestry, 
said he knew nothing about 
the parking system until he 
had a letter from Parking- 
Eye saying he would be fined 
£60, rising to £90 if he did 
not pay by December 21. 

“Because I have Chron’s 
disease I needed to use the 
toilets and so simply rushed 
in and didn’t see the car 
parking machines. It was 
dark outside so I couldn’t see 
the signs in the car park. 

“I have appealed by e-mail 
but it is extremely distress¬ 
ing. I cannot afford a £60 
fine, particularly at this time 


I by Graham 

Breeze 

of year and I am sure others 
can’t. I cannot imagine how 
frightening it must be for 
elderly people to receive a 
letter like this.” 

A spokesman for Parking- 
Eye said: “ParkingEye was 
engaged by the Plas Ffynon 
Medical Centre as its car 
park was suffering from lots 
of parking abuse, people 
parking inappropriately 
meaning genuine patients 
couldn’t find spaces. 

“All patients using the 
medical centre car park 
receive a certain amount of 
free parking whether they 
are there to pick up a pre¬ 
scription or see their doctor. 

“Patients simply have to 
enter their vehicle registra¬ 
tions into one of two termi¬ 
nals inside the centre. There 
are signs in the car park 
highlighting how the system 
works as well as posters in 
the centre.” 

ParkingEye said it oper¬ 
ated an appeals procedure 
for those who felt they had 
been incorrectly charged. 



Vanessa Thomas of Hope House receiving the cheque from Sharon Cooper, Students Lauren Ashworth, Cloe Richardson, Stephanie 
Jodie Stephens, Charlotte Jones, Donna May and Tayla Sutherland. HughesandPennieEvansalldressedupforthefashionshow. 

HAIR AND BEAUTY students put on a spectac- Sharon Cooper, from the college, said the said. A cheque for £800 was presented to 
ular catwalk show and raised a record sum for event, which forms part of the assessment for Vanessa Thomas, fundraising manager for Hope 
charity. the students’ qualification, was organised, per- House. 

The “Olympics and Royal Ascot” show pro- formed and produced by the Level 3 Hair and She said: “We are really delighted to receive 
vided the students from the Visage studio at Beauty students. this. It has been a difficult year for us, like many 

Walford and North Shropshire College with an They also organised a raffle which offered charities. A cheque like this is a fabulous Christ- 
opportunity to show off their skills and creativ- prizes donated by local businesses. mas present and we can’t thank all the students 

ity to an audience of over 100 people. “This year the students have chosen Hope and staff enough.” 

The annual catwalk event raised £800 for House Children’s Hospice as the beneficiary and For more information about courses at Wal- 
Hope House Children’s Hospice, beating last we are thrilled that we have been able to raise ford and North Shropshire College visit 
year’s total by £300. this amount of money for such a good cause,” she www.wnsc.ac.uk or telephone 01691 688000. 



5 & 6 Market Gate, 
Oswestry, Shropshire. 

Tel: 01691 655007 


28TH DECEMBER, 9.30AM 

A RANGE OF SHOES 
£25.00& UNDER 



CONSERVATORIES FULLY BUILT FROM IUST £3,495 




TO 


TEL: 01978 752020 

FinOOT & SW0UT3O0H COHN 7 NFS) 
MOD ROAD GraSTUT, WREXHIA, U11 Of 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING MONDAY 9TH JANUARY 
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All aspects of tree care undertaken 
Tree planting/ pruning/ or removal 

Hedge planting/ cutting/ hedgelaying 

Commercial or domestic 

RFS Cert Arb & NTPC trained 
Experienced staff/ Fully insured 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

01691 661544/ 07971342218 
__ _enquiries@mbatreecare.co.uk 

HFB IPTC 


SimplyBaby 


1 FuthcMr * Cm Umt 

HiiQ» *^ng« On 

1 NdiG Oerrw 

L Car VM! rrttv^ lav 

OOS4ffTO JOOLZ 



a electrical 
WC I limited 

New installations - Rewires - Repairs 
Fuse board upgrades - Inspection & testing 
No job too small - 24hr emergency call out 
Free no obligation quotes 

All work certified **| BB **** . 
All areas covered 

More information at www.cdtelectrical.co.uk 

t:01691 623101 m:07967 739472 


SJB HEATING 

Installation, Servicing, Repairs, LLC’s 
Warm Front Grants 
Baxi/Potterton registered installer 
FREE ESTIMATES 

01691 661124 or 07554165820 A 



IN/I O VI 
IN/I O VI 
IN/I O VI 


■T 

■T 

■T 


REMOVALS 
Single Items to Full House Moves 
Clearances 

Homes, Gardens, Lofts, Sheds etc 
Office Relocations 

Free Quotes, Competitive Prices, Fully Insured 
Contact Us For Our Full "Stress Free” Removal Service 

Contact Russ 01691 656103/07769 333853 
Chris 01691 655377/07866 876050 
moveitmoveitmoveit@hotmail.co.uk 


General plumbing, plastering, 
painting, tiling, etc 
Locks changed, general repairs 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
OAP - REDUCED RATES 


Call or email Bill on: 

M: 07967 368730 T: 01691 650 970 
E: izzy_bennison@yahoo.co.uk 


Blinds 


Top quality blinds at 
budget prices 

"We will beat any like lor like quote" 

10% OAP DISCOUNT ' 

Local company, full range of blinds 


Call 01743 296156 or 67866 562518 



COMMENT 


email: news@oswestrychronicle.co.uk 01691 668090 


So where were the late-night shopping crowds? 


SO WHERE were all Oswestry’s late night shoppers - and 
where were the shopkeepers? 

Despite big plans by the chamber of commerce to bring 
thousands flocking into the town for late night Friday shop¬ 
ping, it just didn’t happen. 

Not enough shops opened their doors and nowhere near 
enough people came to town, despite the fact that the cham¬ 
ber negotiated free car parking as well. 

The fact that none of the chain stores supported the Fri¬ 
day night scheme is a huge disappointment and without 
their backing you have to question whether the whole idea 
is pointless. 

This is a massive disappointment for the chamber of com¬ 
merce, whose officials had worked so hard to promote the 
town and attract more shoppers. 

There’s still tomorrow night for traders and shoppers to 
both open up and turn up and with free parking on offer let’s 
not waste the opportunity. 

□ □□ 

WHAT really annoyed me this week were the revelations 
that big businesses have been getting away without paying 
all their taxes. 

A committee of MPs believe there is £25bn of outstanding 


BREEZE 
ABOUT TOWN 

with Graham 
Breeze 


tax potentially owed by big companies and wants the Rev¬ 
enue to be more open about its dealing with large firms. 

HM Revenue & Customs rejected the findings and said 
the MPs had misunderstood the facts - well they would, 
wouldn’t they. But there’s no smoke without fire. 

If the MP’s views prove correct there will be serious fall¬ 
out and so there should be. 

They have singled out Dave Hartnett, permanent secre¬ 
tary for tax, for failing to handle tax negotiations with some 
big companies properly. 

Mr Hartnett will be battling to restore his credibility but 
if he is guilty he has to take responsibility Why should we, 


the average tax payer, be hounded while the ‘big boys’ can 
get away without paying properly. 

□ □□ 

WHAT MADE me smile was the news that someone in 
Shropshire has not claimed £105,561 of Lottery winnings. 

The ticket was purchased in the county on November 26 
and someone out there is either sitting on or has lost a small 
fortune. 

The winning numbers that week were 13,16,25,26,36,46 
and the bonus ball was 15. 

One lucky punter matched five numbers and the bonus 
ball but has not come forward to claim the cash. 

I’m searching all my pockets and my advice to you is to 
get looking too. The lucky ticket holder has until May 24 to 
stake a claim. Oh please let it be me! 

□ □□ 

AND FINALLY may I wish all our readers and advertisers 
a very merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous new 
year. 

And from everyone at The Chronicle there’s a big thanks 
for your support during 2011. We’ve enjoyed bringing you 
all the news from the area and plan to be even bigger and 
better during 2012. 



Interior designer Kerrie 
succeeds against the odds 


1 


by Ben Bentley 


KERRIE Griffin-Rogers would 
be a bookie’s nightmare - a 
woman for whom the phrase 
“against the odds” might have 
been invented. 

Today she is a successful interior 
designer; two years ago, when her 
world fell apart, she was selling her own 
furniture to make ends meet. 

“I did not have any heating or way of 
making money. I was desperate,” she says. 

“I felt like committing suicide. I cried 
for a year.” 

Kerrie, 45, from Welshampton near 
Oswestry, was at her lowest ebb and fac¬ 
ing a bleak future after her husband 
walked out on her and her two daughters. 
With no job, no income and no confidence, 
she was left to fend for herself and her 
children. 

Kerrie had given up her successful 
career in advertising 17 years earlier to be 
a stay-at-home mum. 

Now, with family life having crumbled 
around her, she didn’t know where to 
turn. 

“I couldn’t do anything. I couldn’t open 
a letter,” says Kerrie. “I did not know 
what to do because I was in such a state. I 
had help from Women’s Aid who would 
come round and help me to open mail. 
“Cheryl Gascoigne was a friend and she gave 
me advice. She was very discreet and knew 
the situation. 

“At the time she had just moved to London 
and I wanted a person to give me a bit of 
direction. 

“I remember crying my eyes out on the 
phone to her on the sofa in the lounge.” 

She was prescribed anti-depressants to 
“keep her head level” and slowly the come¬ 
back began. 

Products 

“If somebody told me three years ago that 
I would be running my own business, The 
InteriorCo (www.theinteriorco.co.uk), and 
be nominated for an award for it I would not 
have believed them,” she adds. 

Despite her life being in utter turmoil, 
Kerrie had a passion for painting and began 
working at her art, creating hand-crafted 
greetings cards, canvases and later buying 
and selling interior design products. 

“I remember driving to the job centre in 
my Audi TT and my Louis Vuitton hand¬ 
bag - and I did not have any money for 
petrol. I told a lovely lady there that I did not 
know what to do. 

“I had a mortgage but no way to pay it,” 
she added. 

“But I was given £49.50 a week to live on, 
and I got creative quickly.” 

She continues: “I would have house sales 
and people would buy clothes and furniture. 
People would come round and ask Why has 
the furniture got a price tag on it? 

“I sold the bricks we had to build an exten¬ 
sion, and I even had to sell the children’s 
climbing frame.” 

Money from the sales she used to pay for 
food and bills and to buy materials for mak¬ 
ing pictures which she would sell at fairs. 

“When people bought something from me 
I could have kissed them, because it meant 
that I could buy food for the kids,” says Ker¬ 
rie. 

By now she was painting her signature 
pictures of feathers and at the same time 



Artist, interior designer and owner of The Interior Co, Kerrie Griffin-Rogers seen here at her home 



Surrounded by lovely objects, Kerrie 
now feels her remarkable story may 
inspire others 


creating hand painted cards in water¬ 
colours. 

At one card shop in Whitchurch she sold 
£40 worth of cards. 

“I felt like the richest person on the 
planet,” says Kerrie. “I spent £20 on food 
and £20 on materials.” 

Soon she was buying and selling interior 



Following a fire which wiped out her 
stock, Kerrie was forced to start all 
over again 


design objects and had amassed, from 
nothing, £8,000 worth of stock. 

Then, for the second time in just a few 
years, disaster struck. Tragically, 18 
months ago this stock was wiped out in a 
fire and once again she was left with noth¬ 
ing. 

Not for the first time, Kerrie had to start 


all over again. She attended the Chapel Cen¬ 
tre in Whitchurch, taught herself IT skills 
and began to build on her artwork, holding 
her first exhibition this summer. 

Kerrie is currently developing her own 
brand of ‘shabby chic’ clothing and a co¬ 
ordinating jewellery range, with people 
working for the business on a party plan 
basis. 

The story of Kerrie’s determination to get 
back on her feet despite setbacks was hon¬ 
oured when she was highly commended in 
the Against All Odds category of the 2011 
Morgan Foundation Entrepreneur Awards, 
run by businessman and Wolverhampton 
Wanderers owner Steve Morgan. 

The theme of the awards was ‘Targeting 
Inspiration’ and Mr Morgan said that read¬ 
ing through the inspiring stories such as 
Kerrie’s which formed applications for the 
Against All Odds category had been a “truly 
humbling experience”. 

Kerrie’s work is currently being featured 
in magazines including as Country Life and 
Ideal Home, and reflecting on her fightback 
from the depths of despair, she says: “I do 
pinch myself and think that somebody is 
going to come and take it away from me. 

“I always thought that I could create this 
brand, and I have done it. 

“I’ve achieved that. And more. Much 
more.” 

Who knows, her remarkable story may 
even inspire other people that against the 
odds they can achieve their dreams. 

“There was a time when I couldn’t do any¬ 
thing for myself, but now I realise that I 
don’t need anybody else, you can do things 
yourself,” says Kerrie. 

“I used to say ‘I cannot do this, because .. 
. ‘ Now I say, ‘I can do this, because ...’” 
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LETTERS & NEWS 


Hospital's 
staff take 
on a hairy 


challenge 

STAFF at the Oswestry 
orthopaedic hospital got in 
touch with their masculine 
side by growing moustaches 
for a national health aware¬ 
ness campaign - but then got 
in touch with their feminine 
sides by donning aprons to 
bake goodies for a fundrais¬ 
ing cake stall. 

Six members of staff gave 
up shaving for a month dur¬ 
ing November to raise 
money for the Movember 
prostate cancer awareness 
campaign. 

The six all work in 
Oswestry Orthopaedic Hos¬ 
pital’s information manage¬ 
ment and technology 
department and combined 
with the proceeds from their 
cake stall, they raised a total 
of £800. 

Information systems 
trainer Louis McDonald, 
said: “It started off as a bit of 
a laugh and to try and raise a 
bit of money for a good 
cause. 

“The fundraising was 
going well so we thought 
about how we could raise 
some extra funds. 

“We decided to get out the 
aprons and bake cakes and 
biscuits to sell at a cake sale. 

“The cake sale was held in 
Denbigh’s Restaurant, at 
the hospital. 

“All cakes were sold and a 
total of £205 was raised at 
the sale alone.” 

E-books 
on offer 
at library 

MEMBERS OF Welshpool 
Library can now borrow e- 
books free of charge. 

Powys County Council has 
joined a consortium of 14 
public library authorities in 
Wales to offer library mem¬ 
bers free access to e-books. 

Part-funded by the Welsh 
Assembly, the service offers 
a wide range of titles to 
choose from best sellers to 
self help books, classic fic¬ 
tion to cookery books. 

There are also e-books for 
children and they can be 
downloaded onto a smart¬ 
phone, tablet PC or e-reader. 

Councillor Wynne Jones, 
Powys County Council’s 
cabinet member for libraries 
said: “We are delighted to 
introduce this new service 
which gives our members 
the flexibility to choose 
books at a time and place 
that suits them. 

“With Christmas 

approaching and iPads and 
similar electronic devices 
very much on wish lists, I am 
sure that this will be a popu¬ 
lar addition to the service. 

“It also shows that we in 
the library service are able 
to adapt to changing times 
and needs.” 

U3A group 
will meet 

THE NEXT meeting of 
Welshpool and District Uni¬ 
versity of the Third Age will 
take place on January 3 at 
10.30am. 

The organisation, which is 
devoted to keeping more 
mature brains active, will 
meet at Welshpool’s Church 
House at 9.45am for a 
10.30am start. 

For details visit 
www.welshpoolanddistrict 
u3a.org.uk or call (01686) 
668776. 


Honour to be your chairman 


IT HAS been an honour to be elected as 
your chairman of council for 2011-12. 

Since I took up office in May, I have 
been raising the profile of dyslexia as 
my chosen charity. As part of this, I 
have completed a series of roadshows 
to meet others with the condition and 
it was a pleasure to meet those of you 
who came along. 

Building on this, I am delighted to 
announce that I will be hosting a public 
meeting on Saturday, January 28, at 


10am in County Hall in Llandrindod 
Wells to discuss the possibility of form¬ 
ing a countywide dyslexia organisation 
or support group. 

I extend an open invitation to any¬ 
one from Powys who has an interest in 
dyslexia to come along. 

It is your opportunity to have your 
say about what support is needed, and 
get involved in what I hope will be an 
exciting way forward. In the months 
ahead, it will also be a period of change 


for the council with local government 
elections in May. 

I would like to wish everyone a happy 
and prosperous New Year. We are of 
course in difficult times and I am sure 
each of us will face challenges in 2012. 
But I wish everyone good health for the 
year ahead. 

COUNCILLOR 

BARRY THOMAS 

Chairman 

Powys County Council 



Made in Britain: This picture shows Gordon Jones from Oswestry working on a lathe at Hathaways in Oswestry. 
The photograh was taken in the 1950s. Picture submitted 


Village idiot's 
in command 


WHY IS IT that large vehicle hire firms, for example, are 
not paid millions of pounds by the government as compen¬ 
sation when the weather inhibits the use of the highways, 
such as during blizzards and high snowfall? 

If this question is deemed ridiculous then perhaps some¬ 
one can write in and explain why the government paid Scot¬ 
tish wind farms millions of pounds (of our money) during 
recent stormy weather a month or so back - this was 
because the wind generators had to shut down to avoid 
structural damage. 

It would appear the village idiot is in control of electrical 
energy supplies, especially when it comes to ineffective, 
costly, noisy and scenery destroying ‘Wellsian’ monstrosi¬ 
ties such as large scale wind generators. 

It truly beggars belief that we now have to pay power sta¬ 
tions (of the wind variety) millions of pounds when they are 
not producing any energy! 

It also begs the question as to whose pocket does this 
money actually end up in, and how long would this money 
keep a conventional power station running? 

Pity about a wind generator bursting into flames and 
another being blown down in the recent Scottish storms, 
and a guess there is more fun and games to come when they 
start erecting even taller wind generators! 

Yes, it goodbye Scotland and welcome to Fairyland. 

DAVE HASKELL 

Newchapel Road 

Boncath 

Pembs 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Readers’ Letters, 
Oswestry Chronicle, 
Ketley, Telford TF1 5HU 

Letters should be brief and 
number of the writer. The 1 

FAX 

01952 

254605 

MUST include n; 
Editor reserves tt 

E-MAIL 

letters@oswestry 

chronicle.co.uk 

ime, address and telephone 
le right to condense letters 


from EU again 

DO I detect the Washing on the Siegfried Line flut¬ 
tering? 

Are Germany France and Italy in alliance again? Poor old 
England, again only the Channel stands between us and 26 
European opponents. 

Keep calm, and Carry on, send for Dame Vera Lynn, get 
out the embrocation for the Old Contemptibles. 

Once again we are isolated and alone, our money, our way 
of life and our Parliament under threat. 

Mind you, as long as they have Greece and Spain and Van 
Rumpey on their side it’s ours to win. England was ever 
strong with the chips down. 

Remember your German and French history, when the 
(economic) winter comes and hits them in the wallet they 
will retreat to the bunkers of their own currencies again. 

These Europeans don’t like it up ’em, do they? I hope 
Cameron is not pretending to have discovered a backbone 
and will not listen to Peace in our time calamity Clegg. 

Poor, but proud to be British has seen us through much 
adversity. I suspect when America has seen if we survive 
they will come in on our side and bung us a couple of old air¬ 
craft carriers and some ‘lend lease’. Roll on VE day. 

DG SMITH 

Oswestry 


New era in dealing with strokes 


AFTER ALMOST 50 years of limited 
choices in anticoagulation therapy, 
2011 marks the eve of a new era. 

Extensive trials, involving several 
hundred medical centres across the 
globe, have now brought new options 
to reduce stroke in people with atrial 
fibrillation (AF). 

Warfarin, the best known of the oral 
anticoagulants (OAC), has a great deal 
of evidence in reducing the risk of 
stroke in people with AF. 

It is clearly very superior to aspirin 
and the experience of use is extensive. 

However, despite being effective, as 


safe as aspirin in clinical practice and 
cost effective, its use in those at risk of 
stroke in AF remains limited to about 
50 per cent of those who could benefit. 

So in the 21st century, we find our¬ 
selves with a very effective therapy but 
one which is significantly under used. 
Even by National Institute and Clini¬ 
cal Excellence (NICE) standards, more 
than 168,000 know AF patients who 
should be on anticoagulation are not. 

Quoting Dr Andrew Grace, a con¬ 
sultant and electrophysiologist, in an 
AFF newsletter: “For the time being 
the only available drug that has been 


shown to significantly reduce the risk 
of stroke in the context of AF is war¬ 
farin. 

“In general terms, use of aspirin is 
now being looked upon with increasing 
ambivalence in those with AF. Clopido- 
grel might provide some benefits but 
this would not compare to those avail¬ 
able with warfarin. 

“While newer agents under review 
should provide similar protection 
against the risk of stroke, warfarin at 
present is the drug of choice.” 

PHILIP GEORGE 

Welshpool 


01691 668094 


Eld party 
proved to 
be a big 
success 

ORGANISERS of a multi¬ 
cultural event in Oswestry, 
which brought together 
members of the local Bengali 
community, the wider neigh¬ 
bourhood and schools in the 
area have been congratu¬ 
lated on its success. 

People of all faiths joined 
together to take part in the 
celebration of Eid al-adha, 
the festival, which for Mus¬ 
lims marks the end of their 
annual Hajj pilgrimage. 

The event took place at 
the Eastern Oswestry Com¬ 
munity Centre, and was put 
together with the help of 
Shropshire Council’s Com¬ 
munity Action Team, Sure 
Start Oswestry and other 
organisations. 

Oswestry businesses also 
helped make the event extra 
special. 

The owners of the Simla, 
The Raj Mahal, Oswestry 
Tandoori, The Red Rose and 
the Eastern Eye, all Indian 
restaurants in the town, 
worked together to provide 
free traditional foods for the 
event for local people and 
school children to sample. 

Children from The Mead¬ 
ows Primary school pro¬ 
vided decorations, colourful 
art work, drawings of tradi¬ 
tional Islamic culture and 
prayer mats. 

Pupils have been studying 
the history of Eid history 
and its traditions. 

Life-saver 
scheme is 
launched 

HUNDREDS of residents in 
Welshpool have signed up to 
a scheme aimed at saving 
lives in the town. 

The Message in a Bottle 
scheme, launched by Welsh¬ 
pool Town Council and Old- 
ford Communities First, is 
proving to be a success with 
residents. 

The four inch capsule con¬ 
tains a form to be filled in 
regarding any medical his¬ 
tory and it is then placed in 
the fridge. 

Robert Robinson, town 
clerk, said the 2,500 house¬ 
holds in Welshpool were 
entitled to one. 

“It’s a fantastic scheme 
and one which the council is 
proud to be supporting 
because it will save lives for 
a town like Welshpool with 
an ageing population,” he 
said. 

“The scheme is proving a 
massive hit with residents 
and we hope more people 
will be encouraged to sign 
up. 

“The life-saving project is 
for everyone in the town. 

“If an ambulance or doc¬ 
tor is called they will see a 
sticker on their window or 
door and they will know 
where to find the pot with all 
the patient’s details in.” 

To find out more about the 
scheme, call the town clerk’s 
office on (01938)553142. 

Firm scoops 
top award 

AN INSURANCE company 
has been handed a presti¬ 
gious award at a national 
ceremony. 

Bluefin Insurance Serv¬ 
ices in Welshpool has won 
the training initiative of the 
year category at the Insur¬ 
ance Times Awards 2011. 

The company triumphed 
over some of the biggest 
names in insurance. 



ENGINEERED 
OAK FLOORING 

from £27.00 m 2 


SOLID OAK FLOORING 

from £31.00 m 2 

FLOOR A WALL TILES 

from £18.00 m 2 

ELKA a QUICK-STEP 
LAMINATE FLOORING 
IN STOCK 

from £10.96 m a 

FLOORING UNDERLAY 
FOR LAMINATE a 
ENGINEERED FLOORING 

from £3.52 m 2 

l 

SOUDOAK 
LEOGEO DOORS 

£99*06 each 

I 

1 BRASS, BLACK a 
CHROME STAIRCASE 
HANDRAIL BRACKETS 

£7.63 

GRAB A BARGAIN 
WHILE IT LASTS . 



Mil* End Bu*rt*t* Park, Owwwtry 
Shropshire SYIO 8NN 

TO.**™. 01691 657700 

email: 

rrux^nedoorsandfloors*>nhoo co uk 
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Concerns 
delaying 
revamp 
of chapel 

UNSAFE pews have delayed 
plans to transform an 
Oswestry chapel into a com¬ 
munity arts centre. 

Herman Chapel, in 
Chapel Street, has been 
empty since 1994, and was 
due to open last September 
as a centre providing enter¬ 
tainment for the commu¬ 
nity. 

The 1862 grade II* listed 
building opened two months 
ago during the Heritage 
Week celebrations for visi¬ 
tors to look around. How¬ 
ever, it then closed again 
after comments were made 
that the seats felt unsafe. 

Developer Duncan Kerr 
spoke to a consultant who 
looked at the building and 
said the pews posed a risk 
because they caused people 
to have difficulty getting out 
of them. 

Because the pews are 
listed Mr Kerr has now been 
in talks with Shropshire 
Council and English Her¬ 
itage to find a way forward. 

He will then be able to 
secure a public entertain¬ 
ment licence. 

He said: “We had a very 
successful opening during 
the Heritage Week. 

“We did get some feedback 
saying that the box pews 
were uncomfortable and 
people didn’t feel safe in 
terms of getting out of them. 

“I recently had a meeting 
to see how to move forward. 
Hopefully we can find a solu¬ 
tion.” 


Deadline reminder over 
groups' bids for funding 


COMMUNITY GROUPS and projects in vil¬ 
lages south of Oswestry are being reminded 
that they have until February to apply for 
funding. 

It is available from the final round of Five Perry 
Parishes Local Joint Committee funding for this 


financial year. 

More than £5,000 was 
awarded to community 
groups and projects in the 
Whittington, West Felton, 
Hordley, Ruyton XI Towns 
and Baschurch areas when 
the committee met at West 
Felton Village Hall. 

This included £500 to 
West Felton Gardening Club 
for the set-up of the new 
club; £694 to the Ruyton XI 
Towns Pre School to provide 
an outdoor environment; 
£1,105 to Whittington 
Cricket Club towards new 
kitchen facilities. 

A grant of £600 was also 
given out to Oswestry 
Drama Project based at Park 
Hall for community based 
theatre workshops open free 
of charge; £303 to Ruyton XI 
Towns History Society for 
contribution towards equip¬ 
ment; £500 to Millington 
Close Residents Association 
for equipment. 

Cash also went to Whit¬ 
tington Senior Citizens 
Club, West Felton Pre 
School and Oswestry and 
District Sports Association. 

The committee now has a 
budget of approximately 


by Sue Austin 


£13,500 left for community 
and voluntary groups to bid 
for. 

The next round of funding 
will be awarded at the com¬ 
mittee’s next meeting on 
March 21 to be held in Ruy¬ 
ton Xi Towns at St John the 
Baptist Primary School. 

Applications must be 
received by February in 
order to be considered at this 
meeting. 

Committee chairman 
Councillor Stephen Charm- 
ley said: “These meetings 
provide a real chance for 
people to tell councillors 
their views on local issues 
and services and to allow us 
to use our budget to benefit 
the local community. 

“Alongside application 
decisions, we had great feed¬ 
back from local people on 
rural broadband and inter¬ 
net access in the area at our 
last meeting.” 

For more information 
Corrie Davies, Shropshire 
Council’s Community 
Action Officer, on (01691) 
677306. 



The Made in Shropshire exhibition is being shown at The Qube in Oswestry. A total of 14 artists are exhibiting, 
with work ranging from ceramics, pottery, paintings, jewellery, beaded decorations and glassware. There are 
lots of gifts at the Qube and vouchers for art courses and workshops, so come along for those Christmas gifts. 
Taking a look at some artwork by Caroline Taylor is Qube volunteer Jan Phillips. The exhibition will run until Fri¬ 
day. Picture: Peter Flemmich 


Advice on 
the law 
at clinics 

FREE DROP-IN clinics giv¬ 
ing personal injury claim 
advice are being run in 
Oswestry. 

Residents of Oswestry and 
the Marches who need 
advice on potential injury 
claims are encouraged to 
make good use of free drop- 
in clinics being held by local 
law firm Lanyon Bowdler. 

The personal injury clin¬ 
ics, which are designed to 
offer locals advice in connec¬ 
tion with any form of per¬ 
sonal injury claim, will run 
from 2.30pm to 4pm every 
Wednesday at Lanyon 
Bowdler’s offices at 39-41 
Church Street, Oswestry. 

Leading the clinics will be 
solicitor Jane Miles, who is 
fully experienced in per¬ 
sonal injury. To book an 
appointment call Jane Miles 
on (01691) 656777. 

New Year's 
fun tickets 

NEW YEAR’S Eve revellers 
in Welshpool need to move 
quickly to snap up tickets for 
functions at The Royal Oak 
Hotel and at the Westwood 
Park Hotel. 

Local recording artist Dai 
Robs will be performing at 
the hotel where a four- 
course menu is being pre¬ 
pared at a cost of £29.95. 
Call 01938 552217. 

Welshpool’s Souljets will 
be performing at The West- 
wood with tickets on sale at 
£20. Call 01938 553474. 
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H. Ballard & Son (Motors) 



Union Street & Brook Street, Welshpool 

Telephone 01938 553152/552298 

KIA AND RENAULT SPECIALISTS 
THE PEOPLE THAT CARE MORE 

TOWBAR FITTING CENTRE 

VIEW CURRENT STOCK AT 
WWW.BALLARDMOTORS.CO.UK 

SALES SERVICE+QUALITY=RELIABILITY 
IF THE VEHICLE YOU REQUIRE IS NOT LISTED TRY OUR UNIQUE SOURCING SYSTEM 



Diesel Selection 


09 (09) VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTi DESIGN 18,000 miles.. £9,250 

08 (58) VW GOLF 1.9 TDiS 5-dr. Black.DUE IN 

08 (08) VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.3 CDTi CLUB Blue.£7,250 

08 (08) FORD FOCUS 1.8 TDCi ZETEC Sea Grey, 7,000 miles.. £9,750 

08 (08) VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.9 CDTi DESIGN Silver .DUE IN 

08 (08) VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTi SXi 3-d .£8,650 

07 (57) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi SXi 5-dr. Black.£8,450 

07 (57) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi 5-dr. Blue, Immaculate. 

£30 Road Tax.£7650 

07 (07) PEUGEOT 307 HDi Estate, Red.£8,250 

07 (07) RENAULT SCENIC 1.9 DCi DYNAMIQUE Black.£6,450 

07 (56) KIA CEED LS CRDi 5-dr. 9,000 miles.£8,750 

07 (56) VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1.9 TDi MATCH Ink Blue.£7,650 

06 (56) KIA CEED LS CRDi 5-dr. 9000miles .£8,750 

06 (06) FORD FIESTA 1.4 TDCi Tonic Blue, £30 road tax.£6,250 

05 (55) FORD TRANSIT CONNECT SWB White .DUE IN 

04 (04) ROVER 45 TDiXL 5-dr. Blue.£2,650 

04 (04) FORD FOCUS C-MAX TDCi Ink Blue.£4,950 

03 (53) ROVER 45 TD IMPRESSION S 5 -dr . £1,950 

03 (03) ROVER 25 TDiL 5-door, Silver .£2,250 


Petrol Selection 


11 (60) 
10(10) 
10(10) 
10(10) 
10(10) 


NEW VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE Automatic.I; 

NEW VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 Turbo, Black. 

NEW RENAULT MEGANE DYNAMIQUE Tom Tom, 6,000 miles.. 
TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 WTi TR 5-dr. Black, 7,000 miles . 
NEW ASTRA 1.6 SRi Technical Grey. 


£10,750 

£12,450 

£10,750 

..£9,250 

£11,950 


)) KIA PICANTO 1.1 STRIKE Scarlet Red. 

I) SEAT IBIZA 1.4 SE 5-dr. Pale Blue, 7,000 miles... 

I) KIA PICANTO 1.1 CHILL Cool Blue .. 

I) VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4 LIFE Altra Blue. 

I) VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 DESIGN Technical Grey... 



08 (58) PEUGEOT 308S VTi Black. 

08 (58) KIA PICANTO 2 Automatic, Diamond Blue. 

08 (08) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 CLUB 3-dr. Black . 

08 (08) TOYOTA YARIS 1.0 WTi 5-dr. 8,000 miles. 

07 (57) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 DESIGN 5-dr . 

07 (07) FORD KA 70 STYLE Silver. 

06 (56) PEUGEOT 207 SE 16v 5-dr. Silver Grey 9,000 miles ... 

06 (56) RENAULT CLIO 1.4 DYNAMIQUE. 

06 (06) TOYOTA AYGO 1.0 WTi+ 5-dr. Pale Blue. 

06 (06) CITROEN Cl RHYTHM 5-dr. Road Tax £20. 

06 (06) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 DESIGN 5-dr. 

(55) FORD FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC CLIMATE 5-dr. Silver. 

(05) SEAT IBIZA 1.4 SPORT 3-dr. Silver. 

(04) AUDI A3 2.0 FSi SPORT Red. 

(04) PEUGEOT 307 1.6 S 3-door. Black. 

(03) ROVER 75 1.8 CLUB SE Silver. 

(54) VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 LIFE. 

(03) FORD FOCUS 1.6 LX 5-dr. 

02 (52) MG ZS 1.8 1,204 miles, 120+, Trophy Blue. 

02 (52) ROVER 45 SPIRIT 5 5-dr. 

02 (02) VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 COMFORT Blue. 

02 (02) MG ZS 120+ 5-dr. Silver. 

00 (W) HONDA CIVIC Sport 3-dr. 


4x4 Selection 


09 (59) KIA SPORTAGE 2.0 CRDi XS. Black.£13,750 

08 (58) KIA SPORTAGE 2.0 CRDi XS 4WD. Silver.£12,950 

07 (07) SUZUKI JIMNY JLX+ Black/Silver.£6,950 

06 (56) SUBARU IMPREZA 1.5R Red, 30,000 miles.£5,950 

06 (56) LAND ROVER FREELANDER TD4 SPORT. Red.£10,950 

06 (06) SUZUKI JIMNY JLX. Gold 37,000 miles.£6,750 

05 (55) SUZUKI GRAND VITARA WT SPORT Silver.£6,750 

04 (54) LAND ROVER FREELANDER TD4 SE .£8,750 


NEW IN 
Introducing 
THE ALL NEW 
MG6 GT SE 

Come & See 
For Yourself - 
Test Drive Available 


Is your conservatory 
too cold in winter? 


too hot in summer? 

Guardian Roof is the answer 
to be able to use all year round 



* Roof U-Value 0.16 

* Roof Windows 

* Choice of internal finish 

* BER Rating up... Heating costs down 

J^JTEADOW^IEW 

WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 

WELSHPOOL 01938 556555 SHREWSBURY 01743 368700 
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MR KIPLING MINCE 
PIES 6 PACK F1.8b 



WHISKEY : 


AUNT BESSIES 
STUFFING BALLS 3io g 






CORNER GAMMON JOINTS 


rrrrr ■rnfv J y')-fiY?|_« 




wf ^ fv 



annu l 

5* 


stuffing fau lts nf- 


SEE IN-STORE FOR FULL DETAILS. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS END SATURDAY 24th DECEMBER 2011. 
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WELSHPOOL 


01691 668094 


Elections 
for junior 
members 
of council 

TWO children as young as 
15 will become councillors in 
a Mid Wales town next week. 

Welshpool Town Council 
has been looking to appoint 
two youngsters aged 
between 15 and 25 to serve 
on the council in the 
autumn. 

Town clerk Robert Robin¬ 
son said: “The Local Gov¬ 
ernment (Wales) measure 
came into effect on July 10 
and brings many changes to 
the town and community 
councils in Wales. 

“As part of the legislation 
there is the introduction of 
quality councils, similar to 
that introduced in England. 

“To complete the final 
part of the requirement to 
achieve quality council sta¬ 
tus the town council needs 
to implement the introduc¬ 
tion of youth representa¬ 
tion. 

“The council is now giving 
notice to the electorate that 
it will be seeking to appoint 
two young persons to serve 
on the council in the autumn 
of 2011, initially for a term 
expiring on May 31, 2013. 

“These appointments will 
not replace the youth coun¬ 
cil but will complement this 
group,” he added. 

He said councillors were 
due to vote for their two 
favourite candidates for the 
young councillor positions at 
a meeting of the full council 
being held last night, 
Wednesday. 


Assembly agrees to put 
zebra crossing in town 


A NEW zebra crossing will be installed on 
Welshpool’s controversial one-way system in 
a bid to slow traffic. 

Welsh Assembly transport minister Carl Sargent 
announced the new crossing, saying it was part of his 
new National Transport Plan. 

The system has come under fire from residents and coun¬ 
cillors since it opened in February, with town councillor Dr 


John Morgan keeping a log 
of near-misses after claim¬ 
ing that he was nearly run 
over. 

Work on the crossing will 
start in the new year and it 
will be completed by March. 

Town clerk Robert Robin¬ 
son said the crossing had 
been requested by the town 
council earlier this year. 

He said: “Minister, Carl 
Sargent, confirmed in the 
transport plan for Wales 
that the crossing point by 
the town hall requested by 
the town council is to be 
completed by March. 

“There is some concern 
that this may on busy days 
hold traffic but on the other 
hand it will also slow traffic 
down. 

“ The crossing will be mon¬ 
itored after it is installed to 
ensure that it is the right 
type and that it is working 
well.” 

Earlier this year, Council¬ 
lor Morgan described the 
system as a “complete sham¬ 
bles”. Mr Sargent said: “The 
schemes prioritised in the 
National Transport Plan 


I by Graham 

Breeze _ 

demonstrate our commit¬ 
ment to delivering solutions 
to the transport problems 
that people face every day in 
Wales. 

“We will ensure that, 
where possible, we use local 
contractors on transport 
projects that will deliver 
local work and training 
opportunities. 

“To make the road net¬ 
work more efficient we will 
need to be more agile and 
take an innovative approach 
to find solutions that can be 
delivered more quickly.” 


Straw blaze 

THIRTY FIREFIGHTERS 
fought a fierce blaze in a 
Montgomery barn last 
Thursday night. 

The barn had about 250 
bales of hay at Longlands 
Farm, Hendomen. Crews 
from Montgomery, Welsh¬ 
pool and Newtown attended. 



RAMBLERS IN Welshpool are looking event with walkers due to meet at Howard & Debbie Wright led the 
forward to their New Year’s Day walk 10.30am in Church Street Car Park. Group’s last walk of 2011. when only 
which starts at Abermule Community Shared transport will be available. seven people braved the icy road condi- 
Centre at 11am. The January 15 walk will be in the tions for an eight-mike walk from 

Gwynneth Prosser will lead the Llanymynech area. Acton Scott. 


Rotarians 
sing out 
for funds 

WELSHPOOL ROTARI¬ 
ANS will be singing carols at 
their Tree of Light at 11am 
tomorrow, Friday, raising 
money for Montgomeryshire 
Emergency Doctors. 

The Frugal Lunch at 
Church House raised almost 
£300, half of which will be 
donated to Welshpool Open 
Door. 

The club held a special 
general meeting when it as 
announced that Roger 
Eagles will be senior vice 
president for 2012/13, with 
Peter Crocker as president. 

Tony Harvey and Mike 
Edwards will undertake the 
roles of secretary and treas¬ 
urer. 

Work starts 
on culvert 
near library 

WORK IS due to start soon 
to repair a culvert in Brook 
Street, outside Welshpool 
Library. 

Barriers have been in 
place for for months but 
Powys Council has con¬ 
firmed that work is about to 
start. 

A spokesman said: “Part 
of the culvert at Brook 
Street was damaged and 
barriers were put in place to 
prevent further damage. 
Work will start imminently 
and, weather permitting, 
should take approximately a 
week to complete.” 


S42AXU 2S fus ion 

* Restaurant & Takeaway 
Exclusive Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine - Air Conditioned 


Opening Times: Lunch time: 12 noon until 2.00 pm 
Evenings Sunday to Thursday: 5.30 pm until 11.45 pm Friday & Saturday: 5.30 pm until late 


BRING YOUR OWN ALCOHOLIC DRINKS - 


THE FIRST RESTAURANT IN MID WALES TO INTRODUCE THIS!! 


Introducing our Winter Special 

BANQUET NIGHT 

Every Wednesday starting 28th December 

4 COURSE MEAL 

any starter, main course, side dish, rice or naan 

£9.95 per person 

King Prawn dishes £2 extra 


Bookings still being taken for 
Christmas Day 

5 Courses £1 9.95 adult 
£10.95 Children 
Lunch served from 
_12 noon to 4pm _ 



Mr AN, Spice Fusion owner & chef, 
proudly displaying his recently 
awarded 4 Star Food Hygiene rating 


10% Discount ‘2W 

For card payments minimum order £10 


Tel: 01938 
556669/555688 

29 Severn Street Welshpool 
Powys SY21 7 AD 


CASTLE 

T A V E R N 

; 2 Main Meals 
i for £8.00 

. on production of this voucher 
■ Offer ends 14/1/2012 

I * 

•At* L 

EU 1 




• All Main Meals £4.95 

• Home Cooked 
Traditional Pub Food/ 
Hand Cut Chips 

• Hot Beverages 

• Real Ales 

• Senior Deal for the over 
60’s - Free Tea or Coffee 
with any main meal 

• Sunday Lunches from 
£4.95 - between 

12 noon and 5 pm 

CASTLE TAVERN 

Bailey Head, Oswestry, 
Shropshire SY11 1PZ 

Tel: 01691 650169 

castletavernpub@hotmail.co.uk 
















































Christmas Cracker 








Sofa or ski holiday? 


we don't think you should have to choose 


SAVE More than half price on many items 
PLUS Up to 40 months interest free credit available 
PLUS £500 worth of vouchers off sale prices 
PLUS Lowest prices guaranteed 
PLUS Famous brands instore 




^evourcmc 

EAT ITi 


SAL 


A great offer that means... you really could have both. 


www, al an ward go, uk 

Showroom: Ennerdale Road, Harlescott, Shrewsbury. SY1 3LD. Tel: 0800 130 3103 
Opening times: 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th December 10am-6pm 


Alan Ward 


LOUNGE | DINING | BEDROOM | CARPETS | FLOORING | FINE ART | KITCHENS | ACCESSORIES 


STARTS 10am BOXING DAY View our unbeatable sale offers online at www.alanward.co.uk 

















Christmas Cracker 



BRAIN TRAINING 1 


BRAIN TRAINING 2 


Test your mental agility. Target times, in minutes, are in the little clocks 


9-er 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different 
letter. Solve the clues and insert the letters in 
the appropriate squares to discover a word 
which uses all 9 letters. 

Hnnnnmnn 

THE CLUES 

68459 gives a French composer, 

71993482 gives a British composer. 


Your time: 


X is to Y 


1. Walker is to George W Bush as Spencer 
is to? GORDON BROWN, DAVID CAMERON, 
WINSTON CHURCHILL, NICK CLEGG, JOHN 
MAJOR 

2. Nessie is to Scotland as Bunyip is to ? 
ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, CHINA, NEPAL, 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

3. Navel is to Stomach as Philtrum is to ? 
BACK, BUTTOCKS, FACE, FOOT, KNEE 


Your time: 


Mindbender 

© 


Lucy and Christina went trick-or-treating. 
25% plus sixteen of the treats they received 
were sweets and two thirds minus twelve 
were fruit. If these were all the treats they 
received and they played five tricks, how 
many houses did they visit altogether? 


Your time: 


Mirror Image 


Which of the four shapes 
below is an exact mirror 
image of the shape on the 
right? 



Your time: 


Split decision 

© 


Cross out one 
of the two 
letters in each 
divided square 
to reveal a 
completed 
crossword 
grid. 



Your time: 


Test your mental agility. Target times, in minutes, are in the little clocks 


9-er (S) 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different 
letter. Solve the clues and insert the letters in 
the appropriate squares to discover a word 
which uses all 9 letters. 

Hnnnnmnn 

THE CLUES 

145 gives an animal, 

241175 gives an animal, 

6322789 gives a fish. 


Your time: 


X is to Y 

© 


1. Come Together is to Abbey Road as 
Nowhere Man is to ? A HARD DAY’S NIGHT, 
HELP!, REVOLVER, RUBBER SOUL, SGT. 
PEPPER’S LONELY HEARTS CLUB BAND 

2. Tribbles is to Enterprise as Alien is 
to ? KURTZ, NARCISSUS, NAN-SHAN, 
NOSTROMO, SULACO 

3. Carrie is to Debbie as Gwyneth is to ? 
BLYTHE, JUDY, MERYL, OLIVIA, STOCKARD 


Your time: 


Mindbender 


If you reverse the two digits of Gabriella’s 
age, you get the sum of her twin daughters’ 
ages. Fifteen years ago she was two years 
less than double the sum of her daughters’ 
ages then. How old is Gabriella today? 


Your time: 


Mirror Dmage 


Which of the four shapes 
below is an exact mirror 
image of the shape on the 
right? 



Your time: 


Split decision 

© 


Cross out one 
of the two 
letters in each 
divided square 
to reveal a 
completed 
crossword 
grid. 



Your time: 


Sam had to have his little bit of fun when Susan asked 
about the price of the leg of lamb she’d picked. 

“Well, lady,” the old man said. “If two and a half cost 
you £3.50, three and a half would cost you the price of 
that.” 

How much was Susan’s leg of lamb? 

2 “You say the train arrived some time between three 
and four o’clock yesterday afternoon,” said Sandy. 
“Can’t you give the exact time?” 

Bert shook his head. “Maybe I could figure it out,” he 
replied. “I happened to be looking at the clock at that 
moment, and I do remember noticing the minute hand 


IMPOSSIPUZZLES 


was just seven minute marks ahead of the hour hand.” 

What was the time? 

3 Uncle John had addressed the stamps to Steve, so 
the boy picked out what he fancied before passing the 
rest to his sister. “You kept 10 more than half what you 
would have had if you’d given me 10 more than half 
what you kept,” she declared. 

Steve replied, “I gave you 10 more than half what you 


would have had if I’d kept ten less than half what I gave 
you.” 

How many stamps for each? 

4. If five times nine is 113, Say "one one three" in words 
you see, Then what's the score For twelve plus four? 

Just figure out what that will be. 

5. John slipped on a marble and nearly fell. "One of 


yours?" he asked his son, holding up the offending object. 

"It must be, Dad," replied Harry. "Yesterday I had 45 alto¬ 
gether. Reds, blues and greens. If the blues had been red, 
I would have had twice as many reds as greens, but if the 
reds had been green, I'd have had one more green than 
blues." 

You work it out! 

•pdu ii[8id ‘sajqumu anjq gg g 
opvfou xis-asvq m) pg -p 
PI Jaisis ‘schuvfs gg anafg :USMSMV S 
rndfg-g awtjj :U3MSMV Z 
'06'VS svcn qwvjjo 8aj spvsng -'HSMS MV 7 


Christmas 

pyramid 

Starting with A, add a letter and shuffle 
the letters to make a new word each time, 
continuing until you reach MIRACLE: 


& 


ft 




n 


¥ 


n 


m 

Ml I|R|A|C | L | E 


iioveiw anm avno ipyi ‘nv yi *v mm sw 


Christmas 

scrambler 

HOW many words can you 
make from the word TINSEL? 

Words must be at least three 
letters. Plurals, proper nouns 
and hyphenated words are not 
allowed. 20 words: Good; 30 
words; Very Good; 40+ words; 

Excellent 




T33IU INTI IS 
N31SD i£TN3 $3111 '31I1S M11S 
S3M1 JIlSi 131SI T3SNI ilTMl 3M1 

mi $11 ms ins ‘his inis tiis 

1N3S SUN 1S3N 3Ifl ISn 1MV3M1 
Sin Mill SOI 1S3TI 1131SNTI 71$i 
SU Ml 111 '311111 ilS MS TIS'UN 
IN 131 111 ‘311 Ul 131 Si) mwsvr 


Christmas 

cryptic 


kross. 

1 Santa gets a lift from 
this boy gcd !51 

4 liable tn get happy at 
2 Doan' (5) 

5 Gilts initially to our 

young son (4l 




Down 

1.1 Across gets help from Halley s 15) 

2. Pop art you hide at celebration’ 15) 

3. Ccnlusion. say. alter 12 of these at 
Christmas! (4) 


$Ae(] e *A|jc<) i 
'JflUKQ I UM0Q Vflj 9 Alien I 
■prdftj I SS0JDV SD3MSNV 
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Bed or blue run? 


we don't think you should have to choose 


SAVE More than half price on many items 
PLUS Up to 40 months interest free credit available 
PLUS £500 worth of vouchers off sale prices 
PLUS Lowest prices guaranteed 
PLUS Famous brands instore 




^vevourcmc 

EAT ITi 


SAL 


A great offer that means... you really could have both. 


www, al an ward, go, uk 

Showroom: Ennerdale Road, Harlescott, Shrewsbury. SY1 3LD. Tel: 0800 130 3103 
Opening times: 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th December 10am-6pm 


Alan Ward 


LOUNGE | DINING | BEDROOM | CARPETS | FLOORING | FINE ART | KITCHENS | ACCESSORIES 


STARTS 10am BOXING DAY View our unbeatable sale offers online at www.alanward.co.uk 
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i.jIdPS’ PUZZLES', »j 


Keep the children entertained this Christmas with our fun-packed 
selection of festive puzzles! You’ll find all the solutions at the bottom of 

the page. 


M'n'-puzz.W& 

SCRAMBLER 

Ikw oaany words <A tt )«4tt thj»« 
ktitn can jra u nalw from th« wcrJ 

AUVZfTP 


9 v*:ed* GikkL /-\ 

11 wocis. Vary Gocti, C ,1 
20 ♦ mprIi . 

Iiccikitf 


t Va » W***!-,* 


I Ot> 

L K 


<© 

<s> 


<© 

<D 


© 


CHRISTMAS PAIRS 

Pat tba l«ttar -jroaf ^ Into pair# to **ak« 
m associated with ChrtitiMi. 


| KEY , 

/rci^ 

GElT 

[bon 1 

| MAN 

^ibI 

_ 

( DON 


\ FRO ] 


fcLEl 

uHliJ 

STyI 

-—/ --— 

/ ' 


CHRISTMAS CRACKERS 

Can yew resnsr^e these phrases to 
spall out five tkan^s with m cotnmah 

C3 


9* 


Spot tv»e P'fference 


While the s]ed s in the garage fox a few last minute repairs. Santa's hauling his pressies tou nd the old- 
fashioned way! Can you find six difference* between the two pictures below? 




0> 






4 **Kjr> do —-v 

c^. *** f 

- ■*" a*W 


Oh dear! Eric the Eskimo is lost - he can*t find his way back to the igloo! 
Can you give hinrte a hand finding his way? 



SOLimoNS 


i«U)fX* p a a(£/uK>#>p4 S .«JH£ojjwy ^ ^ 'UHL^ «| 

SVKLSmO 

vCwSwjoyj 

•swrvd SVW.LSP1KD 
nyv ‘»«*a *»Vi ««n t***i *«*t 
T«a ‘•■L •"•L *rn W »*N 'T* r 3 ***0 ‘"•tl »**a ‘»*«V nv *P*V » W PV 

jmewviDs 

STTZZnd 3NOC 1A1LSTLJ 
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Clues 


QUICK CLUES ACROSS 


31 

32 


Solutions 


'day 8IT ! §bH gn iqsBQ XIT iSujx zi\ 601 iasopug gOI ‘-raqurajq 201 101 

lueopsoj 00T ^aWIIO 86 i-toopiq ipaxiy 96 UiqtuaqQ g6 ^apiIM 86 : spaMg x6 - s q u I 68 i-iouax 98 Tq§!318 iuaaqs 28 Usaing xg isuisreg 08 ‘paiS 6 L - B ^ 0 19 L iaSuB-pg qi iazaajg pi isdsuQ n iuiiCg 
L9 ;jB 3 99 4 u reS f9 Pnopo 19 !Aassipo 66 iaSooiag gg isSuu pjop gg ipoop uiqog pc luiaog ig ixqSijq xuapg og PSBag aq; puB Qp !;jog ip ISupCBg gp iApiBag Zf ‘^ SB N If ‘paSan Of :ul PP B IV 88 isuBMg 
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1 Celestial body (4) 

4 Theatrical entertainment (5) 

7 Cake coating (5) 

10 Large bag (4) 

12 Country bumpkin (5) 

14 ‘—turtledoves’(3) 

15 Accustom (5) 

17 Splendid (5) 

20 Make amends (5) 

21 The first man (4) 

23 Pantomime (6,5) 

24 Playthings (4) 

26 Frequently (5) 

27 The —and the Ivy’(5) 

28 Match (4) 

29 Once more (5) 

30 Tolerate (5) 

Fermented grape juice (4) 

‘Six—a-laying (5) 

37 Cook in oven (5) 

39 Nourishing food (9) 

42 Jingle (5) 

43 Tot (4) 

44 Church service (4) 

45 See 90 Across. 

48 Drinking vessels (7) 

52 Downy fruit (7) 

53 Woody plant (4) 

55 Labels (4) 

57 Break from work (7) 

60 Introduced from a foreign country 

( 6 ) 

62 Soak (5) 

63 Plumlike fruit (6) 

65 Lift (5) 

67 Pious (5) 

68 Verse in paper cracker (5) 

69 Proficiently (7) 

70 Small shoot (5) 

72 Different (5) 

73 ‘Eight—a-milking’(5) 

75 Twine (6) 

77 Deserve (5) 

78 Christian festival (6) 

83 Brussels —, vegetables (7) 

84 Mild Dutch cheese (4) 

85 Multitude (4) 

87 Christmassy (7) 

88 Give a name to (7) 

90 and 45 Father Christmas (5,5) 

91 Herb (4) 

92 and 94 Pantomime character with 
seven dwarfs (4,5) 

94 See 92 Across. 

95 Crisp skin of roast pork (9) 

99 Short period (5) 

102 Scrooge (5) 

104 Covered with a sugary coating (4) 

105 Joyous (5) 

106 Let in (5) 

107 Eyelid swelling (4) 

108 Utilising (5) 

110 and 

125 Christmas pastries (5,4) 

111 Worthless outer covering (4) 

113 Pantomime (4,2,5) 

114 Cot (4) 

115 Stylish (5) 

117 Mistake (5) 

119 Trembling poplar (5) 

120 ‘— lords a-leaping’ (3) 


121 Part allotted (5) 

122 Cosy (4) 

123 Prayer before meal (5) 

124 Gift from wise man (5) 

125 See 110 Across. 

QUICK CLUES DOWN 

2 Rich confection (7) 

3 Grain (3) 

4 Oval fleshy fruit (4) 

5 Sledge (8) 

6 Companion of Snow White (5) 

8 Stale joke (8) 

9 Present (4) 

10 Collection (3) 

11 Wax lights (7) 

13 Citrus fruit (6) 

16 Slice of bacon (6) 

18 Jesus (6) 

19 Narrow-necked container (6) 

22 Nut (6) 

25 Pungent edible bulbs (6) 

33 Make bigger (7) 

34 Banquet (5) 

35 Fruit with many seeds (4) 

36 ‘Seven — a-swimming’ (5) 

38 Pantomime character with 

magic lamp (7) 

40 Impelled (5) 

41 Unpleasant (5) 

42 and 49 Pantomime (6,3,3,5) 

46 Proverb (6) 

47 Fortified wine (4) 

49 See 42 Down. 

50 Christmas carol (6,5) 

51 Ode (4) 

54 Legendary English outlaw (5,4) 

56 ‘Six geese a-laying, five. 1 (4,5) 

58 Miser in ‘A Christmas Carol’ (7) 

59 Greek epic poem (7) 

61 Smell (5) 

64 Holy person (5) 

66 Organ of hearing (3) 

67 Physical training hall (3) 

71 Potato snack (6) 

74 Become ice (6) 

75 Odd (7) 

76 Very small amount (4) 

79 Toboggan (4) 

80 Dried grapes (7) 

81 Smudge (5) 

82 Lustre (5) 

84 — maids a-milking’ (5) 

86 Male singer (5) 

89 Writing fluids (4) 

91 Confectionery (6) 

93 Coldest season (6) 

95 Angelic (8) 

96 Take into custody (6) 

97 Used within a building (6) 

98 Sparkly (8) 

100 Mail deliverer (7) 

101 Illuminations (6) 

102 Person belonging to a club (6) 

103 Hem in (7) 

109 Divine messenger (5) 

112 ‘Good — Wenceslas’(4) 

114 Money (4) 

116 Scrap of cloth (3) 

118 Travelling salesman (3) 



Dining set or sunset? 


we don't think you should have to choose 


SAVE More than half price on many items 
PLUS Up to 40 months interest free credit available 
PLUS £500 worth of vouchers off sale prices 
PLUS Lowest prices guaranteed 
PLUS Famous brands instore 


AND EAy ij, 

,SALR. 


A great offer that means... you really could have both. 
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Alan Ward 
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BRIEFS 


Who will lift the Strictly Come 
Dancing crown in the show’s 
now traditional Christmas Day 
special? 

This year’s line-up is one of the 
most fascinating yet, with stars 
from soap, drama, music and sport 
competing in a one-off challenge. 

EastEnders actress Charlie 
Brooks, who plays Janine Butcher 
in the Albert Square soap, is to 
partner Vincent Simone, while Hi- 
De-Hi star Su Pollard will pair up 
with professional dancer Anton Du 
Beke. 

Debra Stephenson, formerly of 
Bad Girls, will take to the floor with 
Ian Waite, while Blue’s Simon 
Webbe teams up with Katya Virshi- 
las, and former boxer Barry 
McGuigan joins Erin Boag. 

Last year, John Barrowman and 
professional partner Kristina 
Rihanoff won the festive title after 
wowing the judges and the audi¬ 
ence. 

Brooks said: “I’m a massive fan 
of the series and there’s no way my 
daughter would have let me turn 
down such an amazing opportunity 
to be on the show. 

“I love to be challenged and I’m 
really looking forward to taking to 
the dance floor with Vincent.” 

Su Pollard added: “Strictly 
Come Dancing is strictly must-see 
Christmas Day television. ” 


Feeling generous this Christ¬ 
mas? Then why not Text Santa, 
and help some of the less fortu¬ 
nate people in our society. 

That’s the invitation in this new 
ITV show which aims to help those 
most vulnerable during the festive 
period. 

Six charities have been chosen to 
benefit from the first of what is 
hoped to become an annual appeal. 

Funds raised by the appeal are 
being shared between six chari¬ 
ties - Carers UK, Crisis UK, 
Samaritans, Help the Hospices, 
WRVS, and four regional hospitals 
for sick children. 

And the cash is being passed 
straight to the charities in time to 
make a difference this Christmas. 

Some of the most heart-warming 



stories will be revealed in a prime¬ 
time, star-studded ITV special on 
Christmas Eve, presented by Ant & 
Dec, with Philip Schofield and 
Christine Bleakley. 

The fun officially kicks off on 
December 11 with a live one-hour 
special which will set the scene for 
the December 24 feelgood-fest. 

Ant & Dec said: “We’re proud to 
be part of ITV’s Text Santa. It’s a 
fantastic way to highlight the work 
of UK charities and what they do at 
this special time of year.” 

Schofield added: “We hope we’ll 
raise lots of money for very deserv¬ 
ing charities whilst having lots of 
festive fun. ” 

And Christine Bleakley said: 
“I’m sure the British public will 
help us raise Christmas sacks full of 
money for some incredibly worth¬ 
while causes.” 

I Find out more at 
www.itv.com/textsanta 


If that’s all sounding a little too 
twee for your tastes, Channel 
Four has a rather less festive 
offering with the return of 
Shane Meadows’ gang of 80s 
layabouts as they return two 
years removed from when we 
last saw them. 

Channel 4 says that the new 
three-parter in the This is England 
saga will have shades of a Christ¬ 
mas Carol . . . but sounds as far 
removed from Dickens as you could 
possibly get. 

The story sees Lol and Woody 
still trying to deal with the fact that 
Lol killed her own father eighteen 
months after it happened. Mean¬ 
while Shaun is finding out for the 
first time that sometimes love can 
really hurt. 



A festive farewell - Irish band Westlife make their Christmas cracker - David Suchet with Geoffrey Buble, baubles and bows - Michael Buble gets 
final TV appearance with some archive footage Palmer in the new Poirot mystery, The Clocks festive in his Christmas musical special 


Now Charmer Nigel gets 
the Downton Abbey habit 



Smooth operator - Nigel Havers adds spice to the Downton special 


Downton Abbey returns to 
our screens for a one-off 
Christmas special which 
promises to be one of the 
highlights of the ITV festive 
calendar. 

Joining the regulars from the first 
two series is former Charmer and Coro¬ 
nation Street star Nigel Havers, who 
will play a character called Lord Hep- 
worth. 

And in this festive episode - which 
whets the appetite for series three next 
year - the Dowager Countess of 
Grantham (Dame Maggie Smith) will 
decide the fate of Hepworth’s love life. 

He attends a Christmas shooting 
party and begins to charm Lady 
Rosamund (Samantha Bond), wealthy 
widow and sister to Earl Granthem 
(Hugh Bonneville). 

But the formidable Dowager Count¬ 
ess is suspicious about his motives for 
coming to Downton, as she considers 
whether he is ‘suitable’ enough for 
either Lady Edith (Laura Carmichael), 
Lady Sybil (Jessica Brown-Findlay) or 
Lady Mary. 

This two-hour special takes the cast 
into the new year of 1920, as Downton 
continues its rehabilitation from the 
stresses of the First World War. 

A programme spokesman said: “Lord 


Hepworth is at the centre of the Christ¬ 
mas storyline. Let’s just say he is not all 
that he seems.” 

Viewers will see tensions running 
high between Lady Mary (Michelle 
Dockery), her true love Matthew Craw¬ 
ley (Dan Stevens) and fiance Sir Richard 
Carlisle (Iain Glen). 

Another new addition to the cast is 
Sharon Small, who plays Lady 
Rosamund’s new maid, Marigold. 

ITV 1 will also be welcoming, Westlife: 
For The Last Time, in a farewell special 
featuring one of the biggest-selling boy 
bands in music over the last decade. 
Pop giants 

This one-off show will mark Westlife’s 
final TV appearance, as the pop giants 
take to the stage to sing some of their 
greatest hits. 

The show promises exclusive inter¬ 
views with key figures in their story as 
well as archive footage which the pro¬ 
ducers say “will provide a unique insight 
into the life of this world renowned 
band”. 

And speaking of music . . . the king of 
super-cool crooners, Michael Buble, has 
a procession of celebrity guests lined up 
for his own one-off ITV special, Home 
For Christmas. 

The Grammy award winning singer 
songwriter will be sprinkling his unique 
blend of song and infectious humour, 


and unwrapping a host of celebrity 
guests including X Factor judges Gary 
Barlow and comedienne Dawn French. 
Duets include an exclusive performance 
of a classic festive hit tune, with The X 
Factor’s Kelly Rowland. 

Buble says: “I’m thrilled to do this 
show, Christmas is my favourite time of 
the year and I’m looking forward to 


being in all your living rooms celebrat¬ 
ing the holidays.” 

Meanwhile, David Suchet continues 
his quest to make a TV adaptation of 
every single one of Agatha Christie’s 
Poirot stories with The Clocks. This one 
sees the Belgian sleuth investigating the 
discovery of a body at a mysterious 
house. 


Dickens and Doctor 
lead the BBC charge 


The BBC is throwing period 
drama and family 
favourites into its Christ¬ 
mas schedule this year - and 
bringing back one of its all- 
time greatest comedy hits. 

A bold new adaptation of Charles Dick¬ 
ens’ Great Expectations is one of the 
highlights, featuring a sensational array 
of talent including Ray Winstone as Mag- 
witch, Gillian Anderson as Miss Haver- 
sham, David Suchet as crafty lawyer 
Jaggers, and Douglas Booth as Pip. 

Its other big new adaptation is The 
Borrowers, based on Mary Norton’s 
classic children’s books about a tiny 
family living under the stairs. This is an 
action packed adventure film starring 
Stephen Fry, Victoria Wood and Christo¬ 
pher Eccleston. 

The now traditional Doctor Who 
Christmas Day special will this year see 
Matt Smith’s time-traveller hooking up 
with a stellar cast including Claire Skin¬ 
ner, Bill Bailey, Arabella Weir and 
Alexander Armstrong. 

The Doctor, The Widow and The 
Wardrobe is set on Christmas Eve, 1938, 
when a good Samaritan comes to the aid 
of an injured spaceman angel. 


And a galaxy of stars are also attached 
to the story of children’s book The 
Gruffalo’s Child, told through a magical 
animation and voiced by Shirley Hen¬ 
derson, Helena Bonham Carter, Rob 
Brydon, Robbie Coltrane, James Cor- 
den, John Hurt and Tom Wilkinson. 

On the comedy front, the BBC has two 
jewels. Two brand new episodes of 
Absolutely Fabulous will see Jennifer 
Saunders and Joanna Lumley reprise 
their celebrated roles as the champagne 
swigging Edina Monsoon andPatsy Stone. 
They will be joined by the original cast of 
Julia Sawalha as Saffy, June Whitfield as 
mother and Jane Horrocks as Bubble. 

And Sir David Jason is back in a new 
comedy role on BBC One for the first 
time in 20 years, leading the cast of The 
Royal Bodyguard. 

Leading the laughs on BBC Two, 
meanwhile, will be a brand new four part 
comedy adventure series The Bleak Old 
Shop Of Stuff. Kicking off the series there 
will be a one hour Christmas special fea¬ 
turing an impressive cast of Robert 
Webb, Katherine Parkinson, Stephen 
Fry, David Mitchell, Celia Imrie, Pauline 
McLynn and Johnny Vegas. 

There will be a Michael McIntyre 
Christmas Special to look forward to 
and Christmas editions of Mrs Brown’s 



Little people - Victoria Wood and 
Stephen Fry star in The Borrowers 


Boys, Rev, Outnumbered, John Bishop’s 
Britain, Have I Got News For You and 
The Graham Norton Show. 

Spreading a bit of Christmas cheer 
will be a one off special edition of Jim’ll 
Fix It. Presented by Shane Richie, it will 
see a whole new generation of children 
have their dreams fixed for them. It’s a 
poignant programme, coming just weeks 
after the death of Sir Jimmy Savile. 



Smart on parade - Sir David Jason 
is The Royal Bodyguard 


Top Gear fans are also in for a treat, 
as Jeremy Clarkson, Richard Hammond 
and James May set out to boost the 
British economy by embarking on a 
trade mission to India. Equipped with 
three old British cars and a range of 
uniquely British products, they set off 
on an epic road trip across one of the 
world’s most fascinating and challeng¬ 
ing countries. 



Pip’s progress - Great Expectations is one of the The gang’s all here - Absolutely Fabulous is Time traveller - Matt Smith stars in The Doctor, 
BBC's highlights for the holiday season back with two new episodes The Widow and The Wardrobe on BBC 1 


SOAPS 


Death, depression, dis¬ 
aster and deceit... well, 
it wouldn’t be Christ¬ 
mas without the cus¬ 
tomary dose of doom 
and gloom from the 
soap world, would it? 

Emmerdale, EastEnders and 
Coronation Street are all lining 
up powder-keg storylines to keep 
us glued over the holiday period. 

The biggest story in EastEn¬ 
ders is the death of Pat Butcher 
after 25 years of letting Albert 
Square see her brilliant earring 
collection. 

It’s no secret that she is going 
to die, but the producers have 
filmed three different endings - 
one in which she slips away to the 
afterlife after finally succumbing 
to cancer, one where she has a 
massive heart attack, and one 
which remains a mystery. 

We also know that Pat’s final 
scenes will usher in the returns of 
Patsy Palmer and Sid Owen as 
Bianca and Ricky, as well as 
Michael French as her son David. 
There are rumours that Nick 
‘Heartbeat’ Berry may also 
return as her other son, Simon, 
and a second rumoured death in a 
big fire at Kim’s B&B. 

Over on Coronation Street, a 



Dressed up for the big day - 
the Street’s Sophie and Sian 



End of an era - Pam St 
Clement as Pat Butcher 

Christmas week delivery is due as 
Katy gives birth on Christmas 
Eve . . . while the baby’s father 
Chesney is out selling Christmas 
trees dressed as an elf. 

It all kicks off for Katy when 
she is watching a nativity play, 
and ends up giving birth to new 
baby Joseph near the manger. 
Will Chesney get there in time? 

There’s a less happy ending for 
lesbian lovers Sophie and Sian - 
forced on the producers after 
actress Sacha Parkinson decided 
to leave the show. 

Although the teen lovers were 
supposed to be getting married, 
Sophie’s brief and apparently 
innocent kiss with Amber lights 
the blue touchpaper. 

And the big Emmerdale story¬ 
line, which has been trailed in 
teaser ads for a couple of weeks 
already, is the “Who attacked 
Cain Dingle?” mystery. There’s 
certainly no shortage of candi¬ 
dates. 

Troubled youngster Amy is 
also due to give birth to her secret 
baby over Christmas - which 
couldn’t come at a worst time. 
Could the two storylines be 
linked in some way? You can bet 
your bottom dollar that Amy will 
be one of the leading suspects. 
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Early View 

BBC 1 I 


6.00 Breakfast Headlines and business news. (C) 9.15 Rip Off 
Britain Angela Rippon, Gloria Hunniford and Julia Somerville investi¬ 
gate consumer issues. (C) 10.00 Homes Under the Hammer (C) (R) 
10.58 BBC News; Weather (C) 11.00 Real Rescues Animal rescue 
specialists try to save a whale. (C) (R) 11.30 Cash in the Attic (C) 
12.13 BBC News; Weather (C) 12.15 Bargain Hunt From Somerset. 
(C) (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather (C) 1.30 Regional News; Weather. 
(C) 1.40 Only Fools and Horses Del grabs an opportunity to make a 
quick profit. (C) (R) 2.30 Keeping Up Appearances Hyacinth makes 
Richard dress as Santa. (C) (R) 3.00 Escape to the Country (C) 3.45 
Hairy Bikers’ Best of British How Britain’s love of cheese has 
evolved. (C) 4.30 Flog It! From Warminster in Wiltshire. (C) (R) 5.15 
Pointless Quiz showC) (R) 


BBC 2 


6.00 CBeebies 7.00 CBBC 9.30 FILM: Herbie Goes Bananas 
(1980) (C) ★★ 11.00 Rick Stein’s Spanish Christmas Festive 
dishes inspired by Spain. (C) (R) 12.00 Restoration Home A proj¬ 
ect to renovate Stanwick Hall in Northamptonshire. (C) (R) 1.00 
Weakest Link Anne Robinson asks more general knowledge ques¬ 
tions. (C) 1.45 To Buy or Not to Buy A couple hope to find a new 
home in Herefordshire. (C) (R) 2.30 FILM: She Wore a Yellow Rib¬ 
bon (1949) A cavalry officer on the brink of retirement takes drastic 
steps to prevent an impending war with the Arapaho people. (C) 
★★★★ 4.15 Coast Neil Oliver visits a Norwegian archipelago once 
occupied by the Nazis. Nick Crane meets latter-day Viking ship¬ 
wrights, and Jason Roberts searches for polar bears in Svalbard. 
(C) (R) 5.15 Antiques Road Trip Charles Hanson competes 
against Jonathan Pratt. (C) (R) 


I TV 1 


5.30 ITV Morning News (T) 6.00 Daybreak (T) 8.30 Lorraine Host 
Nadia Sawalha is joined by former Holby City star Jeremy Sheffield, 
who chats about his new role in Coronation Street. (T) 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show: Five Days of Christmas Guests air their dif¬ 
ferences. (T) 10.30 This Morning Stacey Solomon performs her 
Christmas single and actor Shaun Evans discusses his forthcom¬ 
ing role as a young Inspector Morse. (T) 12.30 Loose Women TV 
and radio presenter Toby Anstis joins panellists Carol Vorderman, 
Sally Lindsay and Denise Welch. (T) 1.30 ITV News and Weather; 
Weather. (T) 2.00 May the Best House Win Homeowners rate one 
another’s properties. (T) 3.00 Midsomer Murders Barnaby inves¬ 
tigates a fatal explosion. (T) (R) 4.59 Local Weather (T) 5.00 Best 
Dish: The Chefs The three dessert semi-finalists. (T) 



6.10 Sali Mali Jack the Jock learns how to tie his shoe laces. (T) (R) 
6.15 The Hoobs The gang learns about Tiddlypeeps. (T) (R) 6.40 
The Hoobs. (T) (R) 7.05 Freshly Squeezed Videos by Rihanna and 
One Direction. (T) 7.35 Perfect Couples (T) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond Debra decides to see a marriage counsellor. (T) (R) 8.25 
Everybody Loves Raymond (T) (R) 8.55 Frasier Part one of two. 
Martin and Sherry consider breaking up. (T) (R) 9.30 Frasier (T) (R) 
10.00 The Big Bang Theory(T) (R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory 
Raj’s parents set him up on a blind date. (T) (R) 11.00 The Simp¬ 
sons (T) (R) 11.30 The Simpsons (T) (R) 11.55 FILM: Honey, I 
Shrunk the Kids (1989) Disney comedy. (T) ★★★1.45 FILM: The 
Princess Diaries (2001) Family comedy (T) ★★ 4.00 Deal or No 
Deal: Deal Panto (T) 5.00 Christmas Coach Trip (T) 5.30 Come 
Dine with Me (T) 


five 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Disney’s 12 Days of Christmas: Early to Bed 

Short animation. (T) 10.00 ThunderCats Lion-0 and Mumm-Ra battle for 
the Book of Omens. (T) 10.35 Meerkat Manor A giant eagle owl stalks 
the meerkats. (T) (R) 11.05 World’s Strongest Man 2011: Qualifiers 



BBC 1 


BBC 2 


ITV 1 


five 



This trio present Sports 
Personality of the Year 
2011, on at 8.00pm 


Lorraine Pascale’s advice 
in Last Minute Christmas, 
on at 8.00pm 


Rory McGrath hosts The 
Lakes at Christmas, 
on at 7.30pm 


Families compete in Home 
for Christmas, hosted by 
Vernon Kay, lO.OOpm 


Patrick fane is Simon 
Baker in The Mentalist, 
on at 9.00pm 


6.00 BBC News; Weather. (C) 

6.30 Midlands Today; Weather. 
(C) 

7.00 The One Show Alex 
Jones, Matt Baker and a 
team of roving reporters 
present topical stories from 
around the UK. (C) 

7.30 EastEnders Alfie is con¬ 
vinced Jean needs help after 
a worrying incident with 
Shenice — but Kat refuses to 
consider it. Bianca’s children 
are upset when Ricky reveals 
she has to stay in prison. (C) 

8.00 Sports Personality of 
the Year 2011 Sue Barker, 
Gary Lineker and Jake 
Humphrey present a review 
of the year’s sporting high¬ 
lights from MediaCityUK in 
Salford, as memorable per¬ 
formances and outstanding 
achievements are cele¬ 
brated, before the announce¬ 
ment of the 58th recipient of 
the award. Subsequent pro¬ 
grammes subject to change. 
(C) 

10.00 BBC News (C) 

10.25 Regional News; Weather. 
(C) 

10.35 Gavin & Stacey Christ¬ 
mas Special On Christmas 
Eve, the Wests join the Ship- 
mans for one of Mick’s 
famous turkey dinners. 
Smithy can hardly wait to 
spend his first yuletide with 
baby Neil but fails to realise 
Dave will be tagging along 
and playing happy families 
with Nessa. Meanwhile, 
Gavin and Stacey make an 
announcement that does not 
exactly fill their friends and 
relatives with joy, and Bryn 
has a heart-to-heart with 
Jason. Starring Mathew 
Horne and Joanna Page. (C) 
(R) 

11.35 Blades of Glory 
(2007) Ice-skating com¬ 
edy, starring Will Ferrell. 

(C) ★★ 

1.05 Skiing Weatherview (C) 1.10 

Sign Zone: Nigel Slater’s Simple 

Christmas. (C) (R) 


6.00 Celebrity Eggheads 

Children’s TV presenters 
Toby Anstis, Pat Sharp, Joel 
Defries, Cerrie Burnell and 
Sarah-Jane Honeywell take 
on the Eggheads. Dermot 
Murnaghan presents. (C) 

6.30 Great British Railway 
Journeys Michael Portillo 
explores parallel ‘roads’ 
etched in the side of Glen 
Roy, learns how a weather 
observatory was put on Ben 
Nevis, and crosses the 
Glenfinnan viaduct by 
steam train. (C) (R) 

7.00 Nigella’s Christmas 
Kitchen The cookery 
writer demonstrates how to 
make food-based festive 
gifts. (C) (R) 

7.30 Christmas University 
Challenge Jeremy Pax- 
man hosts a first-round 
match between the Univer¬ 
sity of Warwick and the Uni¬ 
versity of Sheffield. (C) 

8.00 Lorraine’s Last Minute 
Christmas Lorraine Pas- 
cale presents tips on host¬ 
ing the perfect family 
get-together at short notice, 
with lots of recipe ideas that 
can be created in the final 
run-up to Christmas.. (C) 
9.00 The Young Victoria 
(2009) Premiere. The 
turbulent early years of 
the monarch who, 
shortly after being 
crowned, became 
caught in a power strug¬ 
gle between her mother 
and scheming politi¬ 
cians Lord Melbourne 
and Sir Robert Peel.. (C) 
★★ 

10.40The Choir: Military 
Wives Another chance to 
see the documentary in 
which Gareth Malone 
heads to North Devon to 
form a singing group con¬ 
sisting of the wives and girl¬ 
friends of soldiers serving in 
Afghanistan, inspiring the 
women to sing. (C) 

12.10 Rev Adam prepares for his 

first Christmas in London.(C) (R) 


6.00 Central Tonight; Weather. 

(T) 

6.30 ITV News and Weather 

(T) 

7.00 Emmerdale Ashley fails to 
show up on the day of the 
vow renewal, while Marlon 
tells Paddy and Rhona that 
the married woman he has 
been seeing is Laurel. (T) 

7.30 The Lakes at Christmas 
In the first of two festive edi¬ 
tions of the series about life in 
the Lake District, hoteliers 
Tom and Clare Noblett pre¬ 
pare the Langdale Chase for 
Christmas as a bride gets 
ready for a fairy-tale wed¬ 
ding. (T) 

8.00 Emmerdale Ashley arrives 
just as Laurel is announcing 
to the congregation that the 
ceremony is cancelled. 
Paddy, meanwhile, tries to 
prevent Marlon getting to the 
church and interrupting the 
service. (T) 

8.30 Coronation Street 

Deirdre is outraged by 
Tracy’s deceit as Steve 
accuses Becky of murdering 
his unborn twins, and Stella 
has a sneaky peek at a 
Christmas gift left in Karl’s 
taxi by Peter. (T) 

9.00 Without You Ellie’s friends 
are disturbed by her decep¬ 
tion, particularly Gwen — 
whose identity she stole. 
Last in the series. (T) 

10.00 ITV News at Ten and 
Weather; Weather. (T) 

10.35 Tomorrow Never Dies 
(1997) James Bond 
joins forces with a Chi¬ 
nese agent to foil a media 
mogul’s scheme to start a 
war between their coun¬ 
tries. All-action spy 
adventure, starring Pierce 
Brosnan in the role of 
Bond, Jonathan Pryce as 
the baddie, Teri Hatcher 
and Michelle Yeoh. (T) 
★★★ 

12.45 The Zone Shopping and inter¬ 
active gaming; ITV News Headlines. 


6.00 The Simpsons Homer 
becomes a member of the 
paparazzi. (T) (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks (T) 

7.00 Channel 4 News Including 
sport and weather. (T) 

7.55 4thought.tv John Hunt, a 
minister in the First Church of 
Atheism who does not deco¬ 
rate his house or celebrate 
the festival, explains why he 
believes the Christian version 
of Christmas is a travesty. (T) 

8.00 Living with the Amish 
The teenagers learn about 
the importance of horses to 
Amish life when they stay 
with two Pennsylvania fami¬ 
lies who rely on the creatures 
for their farming work, and 
attend a traditional Amish 
equine auction before help¬ 
ing with the harvest. (T) 
9.00 London’s Burning A 
dramatisation of the August 
2011 riots in London, starring 
David Morrissey and Saman¬ 
tha Bond as two senior police 
officers faced with one of the 
biggest tasks of their careers. 
Drawing on witness testi¬ 
monies and interviews, the 
story is based on accounts 
from Clapham residents, 
including a hairdresser, a 
party-shop owner, a family 
man, and a music-shop 
keeper, who provide first¬ 
hand accounts of what hap¬ 
pened and how they dealt 
with the aftermath. (T) 
10.00 Home for the Holidays 
Live entertainment show in 
which an engaged couple 
bring their extended families 
together under one roof to 
take part in a competition 
where they can win up to 
£500,000. (T) 

ll.lOChris Moyles’ Quiz 
Night With John Barrow- 
man, Jimmy Carr and Pixie 
Lott. (T) (R) 

11.55 Random Acts Animation 
by Napatsawan Chirayukool. 
(T) 

12.00 The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo 
Premiere Special (T) 12.35 Music on 
4: Alex Zane Pops Out (T) (R). 


6.00 Eddie Stobart: Trucks 
and Trailers A driver wor¬ 
ries as he transports an 
unstable load of bottles along 
lanes, and another trucker 
delivers wood to a power sta¬ 
tion. (T) (R) 

6.55 Disney’s 12 Days of 
Christmas: Food for 
Feudin’ Short Disney anima¬ 
tion in which Mickey Mouse’s 
trusty hound Pluto quarrels 
with chipmunks Chip and 
Dale over a kennel full of nuts. 
(T) 

7.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2011: Qualifiers 

Portsmouth’s Rob Frampton 
contends for a place in the 
34th edition of the competi¬ 
tion’s finals. (T) 5 News 
Update 

8.00 Fairground Attractions 

The end of the season looms 
and the showpeople try to 
boost their profits before clos¬ 
ing for winter. Last in series. 
(T) 5 News at 9 

9.00 The Mentalist Patrick sus¬ 
pects a blogger’s fascination 
with serial killers may have 
led him to begin committing 
murders in an attempt to 
achieve a twisted kind of 
fame. Unfortunately the FBI 
takes over the case before he 
can gather enough evidence 
to make an arrest, prompting 
him to try another strategy. 
Aware that the suspect 
craves publicity, he arranges 
for him to appear on a TV talk 
show — where a boastful 
remark seals his fate. (T) 
10.00 It’s All About Amy Reality 
star Amy Childs and her 
cousin Harry get ready to 
attend the Pride of Britain 
Award. She then heads to 
Chigwell and makes an 
appearance at an Essex 
nightclub. (T) 

11.00 Police Interceptors A 

drink-driver is pursued 
through a graveyard. (T) (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino 4.00 Meals in 

Moments With 2008 Celebrity Mas- 

terChef winner Liz McClarnon. (T) (R) 

4.10 Wildlife SOS (T) (R) 
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Host Vernon Kay is looking forward to presenting the 
live Home for the Holidays shows on Channel 4. 

Family Aces 
holiday hell 
-on live TV 


HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

C4, 10pm 

O NE soon-to-be-married cou¬ 
ple will, for the first time, 
bring their two extended 
families together this Christmas 
forC4’s brand new, live, entertain¬ 
ment event, Home for the Holidays. 

Can they survive their own family 24-hours-a-day for a 
week to win a potential half a million pounds? 

Hosted live each night until Christmas Eve by household 
favourite and family man Vernon Kay, the week-long enter¬ 
tainment cracker will follow the families festive frolics as 
they face tinsel temptations and yuletide games in a bid to 
win a fantastic Christmas present - up to half a million 
pounds. 

Just like households up and down the country, this family 
will need to live together, put up with each other and ulti¬ 
mately bond under one raucous roof in a magical Christmas 
country manor house which is not quite what it seems. 

With tantalising twists and unexpected turns, warm 
Christmas cheer and lots of wonderful festive surprises, 
treats and celebrity guests, the hilarious antics of this one 
family will be put to the ultimate test at the most magical 
time of year. 

Can the young couple keep everyone together as they face 
a festive family experience like nothing ever seen on televi¬ 
sion before? 

If you think Christmas with your nearest and dearest is a 
challenge, wait till you see what’s waiting for this family in 
Home for the Holidays. 

Vernon Kay said: “This is going to be the perfect show to 
help build up the excitement of the festive season. 

“It’s a whole lot of fun as we try and give away half a mil¬ 
lion pounds. 

“I’m also really pleased to be going back to Channel 4 
where I had almost seven years of pure joy working on T4. 
I cannot wait!” 

Commissioning editor for C4 entertainment, Syeda Irti- 
zaali said: “We’re excited to broadcast a festive entertain¬ 
ment series that captures the true essence of Christmas for 
families up and down the country. 

“We’re also delighted to bring back Vernon to Channel 4. 
He is the perfect host to bring this together with warmth, 
sparkle and good humour.” 

Executive producer Will Macdonald said: “Christmas and 
family is never quite the Bing Crosby-inspired combination 
we all dream of. 

Anyone, like Wizzard, who wishes “It Could Be Christmas 
Every Day” should watch this show - they may want to be 
careful what they wish for...” 




Kenneth Branagh is on 
Graham Norton’s Christmas 
Special, 10.35pm 


Top chef Raymond 
Blanc’s Christmas Feast, 
on at 8.00pm 



Tom Cruise appears on 
The Jonathan Ross Show, 
on at 9.00pm 


Jimmy Carr hosts 8 Out 
10 Cats Christmas 
Special, on at 9.00pm 



Lisa Kelly on Ice Road 
Road Truckers: Deadliest 
Roads, 8.00pm 
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6.00 Breakfast Headlines and busi¬ 
ness news. (C) 9.15 Rip Off Britain 
Consumer show. Last in the series. 
(C) 10.00 Homes Under the Ham¬ 
mer (C) (R) 10.58 BBC News; 
Weather (C) 11.00 Real Rescues 
(C) (R) 11.30 Cash in the Attic (C) 
12.13 BBC News; Weather (C) 
12.15 Bargain Hunt Mark Stacey 
and Jeremy Lamond search for 
antiques in Anglesey. (C) (R) 1.00 
BBC News; Weather (C) 1.30 
Regional News; Weather. (C) 1.40 
Only Fools and Horses Raquel is 
offered an audition. (C) (R) 2.30 
Keeping Up Appearances 
Hyacinth puts on a pageant. (C) (R) 
3.00 Escape to the Country Rural 
properties in Northamptonshire. (C) 
3.45 Hairy Bikers’ Best of British 
Si King and Dave Myers explore 
comfort food. Last in the series. (C) 
4.30 Flog It! From Dorchester. (C) 
(R) 5.15 Pointless Quiz show, 
hosted by Alexander Armstrong 
and Richard Osman. (C) (R) 


6.00 CBeebies 7.00 CBBC 9.20 
FILM: Pinocchio (2002) Fantasy 
adventure. (C) ★★ 11.00 Lor¬ 
raine’s Last Minute Christmas 
Tips on hosting a festive get- 
together at short notice. (C) (R) 
12.00 Restoration Home A visit to 
Calverton Manor. (C) (R) 1.00 
Weakest Link Anne Robinson 
hosts the general knowledge quiz. 
(C) 1.45 To Buy or Not to Buy A 
property for a retired couple on the 
Dorset coast. (C) (R) 2.30 FILM: 
The Heroes of Telemark (1965) 
Second World War thriller. (C) ★★★ 
4.35 Coast Neil Oliver visits a 
coastal amphitheatre near Land’s 
End, where he performs an extract 
from Shakespeare’s The Tempest, 
and Nicholas Crane explores the 
history of a popular coach com¬ 
pany. (C) 5.05 Antiques Road Trip 
(C) (R) 5.50 Celebrity Eggheads A 
team of TV scientists competes for 
charity. Presented by Dermot Mur- 
naghan. Last in the series. (C) 


5.30 ITV Morning News (T) 6.00 
Daybreak Stacey Solomon chats 
and performs Driving Home for 
Christmas. (T) 8.30 Lorraine Enter¬ 
tainment and fashion news. (T) 9.25 
The Jeremy Kyle Show: Five Days 
of Christmas Guests air their differ¬ 
ences. (T) 10.30 This Morning 
Eamonn Holmes and Ruth Langs- 
ford present a Christmas-themed 
show. (T) 12.30 Loose Women 
Andrea McLean, Sally Lindsay, 
Denise Welch and Sherrie Hewson 
are the panellists. (T) 1.30 ITV News 
and Weather; Weather. (T) 2.00 
May the Best House Win Four 
homeowners in Lancashire rate one 
another’s properties. Last in the 
series. (T) 3.00 Midsomer Murders 
A family’s reunion takes a sinister 
turn when a Christmas cracker rid¬ 
dle warns that two of them will die 
before midnight on Boxing Day. (T) 
(R) 4.59 Local Weather (T) 5.00 
Best Dish: The Chefs The two final¬ 
ists prepare food for six judges. (T) 


6.15 The Treacle People (T) (R) 
6.25 The Hoobs (T) (R) 6.50 The 
Hoobs (T) (R) 7.15 Freshly 
Squeezed Alex Jordan’s new music 
video. (T) 7.45 Perfect Couples 
Dave meets a woman while hiking. 
(T) 8.10 Everybody Loves Ray¬ 
mond (T) (R) 8.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond (T) (R) 9.05 
Frasier (T) (R) 9.40 Frasier (T) (R) 

10.10 The Big Bang Theory (T) (R) 
10.40 The Big Bang Theory (T) (R) 

11.10 The Simpsons (T) (R) 11.40 
The Simpsons (T) (R) 12.10 FILM: 
Three Men and a Baby (1987) 
Comedy, starring Tom Selleck, Ted 
Danson and Steve Guttenberg. (T) 
★★★ 2.05 FILM: Hocus Pocus 
(1993) Supernatural Disney com¬ 
edy, starring Bette Midler. (T) ★★ 
4.00 Deal or No Deal: Deal Panto 
Noel Edmonds hosts a pantomime 
edition. (T) 5.00 Christmas Coach 
Trip (T) 5.30 Come Dine with Me 
Chris Sheppard hosts the final din¬ 
ner party in Worcestershire. (T) 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Disney’s 12 
Days of Christmas: Clock Clean¬ 
ers Mickey, Donald and Goofy clean 
a clock tower. (T) 10.00 Thunder- 
Cats Lion-0 is pulled into the Book of 
Omens. (T) 10.35 Meerkat Manor 
The family takes shelter in a rival 
group’s den. (T) (R) 11.05 World’s 
Strongest Man 2011: Qualifiers 
The third qualifier from Finland. (T) 
(R) 12.05 Ice Road Truckers Jack 
Jessee traverses mountain passes 
during a fuel delivery. (T) (R) 1.05 5 
News Lunchtime The day’s head¬ 
lines. (T) 1.10 Animal Rescue 
Squad(T) (R) 1.30 FILM: Eloise at 
Christmastime (2004) Festive fam¬ 
ily comedy, starring Julie Andrews. 
(T) ★★ 3.15 FILM: I Saw Mommy 
Kissing Santa Claus (2002) Family 
comedy. (T) ★ 5.00 5 News at 5 The 
day’s headlines. (T) 5.30 Top 20 
Aussie Soap Moments 2011 The 
final four most memorable moments 
from Home and Away and Neigh¬ 
bours are revealed (T) 



6.00 BBC News; Weather. (C) 

6.30 Midlands Today;(C) 

7.00 The One Show Alex 

Jones and Chris Evans are 
joined by David Jason, who 
talks about his new series 
The Royal Bodyguard(C) 

8.00 EastEnders Masood 
sneaks into Zainab’s house 
in a bid to rescue her, but 
discovers she still does not 
know where Kamil is. (C) 

8.30 The Two Ronnies 
Sketchbook Ronnie Cor¬ 
bett and Ronnie Barker rem¬ 
inisce from behind the 
famous desk about their all- 
time favourite sketches. (C) 

9.00 Have I Got News for 
You Christmas Special 
Guest host actor Martin 
Clunes asks the questions 
on the satirical current 
affairs quiz. (C) 

9.30 Miranda The joke-shop 
owner dreams of the perfect 
Christmas without her par¬ 
ents and decides to cele¬ 
brate at home with Stevie, 
Gary, Clive and Tilly instead. 
However, a lack of presents, 
an infuriating encounter at 
the post office, a run-in with 
some carol singers and a 
few arguments in the flat all 
begin to wear Miranda 
down. (C) (R) 

10.00 BBC News (C) 

10.25 Regional News; Weather. 
(C) 

10.35The Graham Norton 
Show Christmas Spe¬ 
cial The host is joined by 
Kenneth Branagh and Matt 
Smith. Graham also wel¬ 
comes boxer Amir Khan and 
comedian Russell Kane to 
the show. (C) 

11.35 The National Lottery: 
25 Christmas Million¬ 
aires (C) 

11.50 The Impressions Show 
with Culshaw and 
Stephenson Sketches, 
including Alan Carr doing 
his day job. (C) (R) 


12.20 EastEnders Omnibus. (C) 

2.20 Weatherview (C) 2.25 Sign 
Zone: Lorraine’s Last Minute 
Christmas 


6.20 Nativity! (2009) A pri¬ 
mary teacher is given the 
job of directing a nativity 
play and is determined 
to outdo a rival from a 
nearby private school. 

(C) ★★ 

8.00 Raymond Blanc’s 
Christmas Feast The 

chef serves his take on fes¬ 
tive lunch with a sumptuous 
menu of starters, main 
courses and desserts, full of 
Gallic flavour but all cooked 
with the best British ingredi¬ 
ents. (C) 

9.00 The Many Lovers of 
Miss Jane Austen To 

mark the 200th anniversary 
of the publication of Jane 
Austen’s first novel, Sense 
and Sensibility, Amanda 
Vickery explores the writer’s 
fluctuating popularity and 
the hold her fiction has on 
readers today. (C) 

10.00 Ql More highlights from the 
recent series of the quiz with 
a difference, hosted by 
Stephen Fry. Celebrity 
guests including DaraO Bri- 
ain, Jo Brand, David 
Mitchell, Jimmy Carr, Sarah 
Millican, Johnny Vegas and 
regular panellist Alan 
Davies answered questions 
based on subjects begin¬ 
ning with the letter I. Last in 
the series. (C) 

10.30 Tamara Drewe 
( 2010 ) A woman 
returns to the sleepy 
town where she grew up, 
having transformed from 
an awkward teenager to 
a successful and confi¬ 
dent journalist. She 
instantly becomes the 
object of obsession for 
every man in the village, 
while her sex life 
becomes a source of 
fascination for two local 
girls. C) ★★★ 


12.15 The Rob Brydon Show 
Xmas Special Rob celebrates 
Christmas with an eclectic line-up of 
guests. (C) (R) 


6.00 Central Tonight; Weather. 

(T) 

6.30 ITV News and Weather 

(T) 

7.00 Emmerdale Amy decides 
to bring Kyle home for Christ¬ 
mas after seeking advice 
from Debbie, but Eric begins 
to sense she is having 
doubts. Nikhil shares his 
concerns about Jai with Gen- 
nie. (T) 

7.30 Coronation Street Katy 
goes into labour as she takes 
over as Mary in the nativity 
play. Becky breaks down 
and begs Tracy to tell Steve 
the truth. (T) 

8.00 The Lakes at Christmas 

Micro pig farmer Rob Rose 
and his partner Helen pre¬ 
pare for Christmas, with six of 
their sows due to give birth 
over the festive period. Rory 
McGrath narrates. (T) 

8.30 Coronation Street Ches- 
ney and Gary find a couple of 
bikes and start pedalling furi¬ 
ously to reach Katy as she 
gives birth. Becky overhears 
Hayley questioning her 
involvement in Tracy’s fall. 
(T) 

9.00 The Jonathan Ross 
Show Tom Cruise takes tells 
Jonathan about his new film. 
The show also features Inbe- 
tweeners stars Simon Bird, 
Joe Thomas, James Buckley 
and Blake Harrison and 
actresses Laura Carmichael, 
Jessica Brown Findlay and 
Michelle Dockery, who play 
Downton Abbey sisters 
Edith, Sybil and Mary. Plus, a 
performance by comedy 
musician Tim Minchin and 
music by teenage tenors II 
Volo. (T) 

10.15 ITV News and Weather; 

Weather. (T) 

10.50 Eyes Wide Shut 
(1999) Drama, starring 
Tom Cruise, Nicole Kid¬ 
man, Sydney Pollack and 
Marie Richardson. (T) ★★ 


1.35 The Zone Shopping and interac¬ 
tive gaming; ITV News Headlines. 3.30 
FILM: The Fog (1980) Horror, starring 
Adrienne Barbeau. (T) ★★★ 


6.00 The Simpsons Brazilian 
football legend Ronaldo vis¬ 
its the town. (T) (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks (T) 

7.00 Channel 4 News Including 
sport and weather. (T) 

7.40 4thought.tv Atheist Dhar- 
mender Singh explains why 
he believes he is entitled to 
celebrate Christmas even 
though it is a religious event, 
and thinks it is a celebration 
of the human experience. (T) 
7.45 Gordon’s Christmas 
Cookalong — Get 
Ready In a preview of the 
live Christmas Day show, 
Gordon Ramsay reveals 
what ingredients viewers will 
need if they are planning to 
follow his recipe for a full fes¬ 
tive feast. (T) 

8.00 Come Dine with Me: 
Comedians Christmas 
Special In a festive edition 
of the culinary show, four 
comedians compete to win 
the £1,000 prize for their cho¬ 
sen charities. Sean Hughes, 
Gina Yashere, Paul Tonkin- 
son and Duncan Norvelle 
take turns hosting dinner par¬ 
ties. (T) 

9.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Christ¬ 
mas Special Jimmy Carr 
hosts a festive edition of the 
irreverent panel show. Team 
captains Jon Richardson and 
Sean Lock are joined byJed- 
ward, Micky Flanagan, Liza 
Tarbuck and Inbetweeners 
star Greg Davies. Familiar 
faces from the panto world 
also drop in. (T) 

10.00 Home for the Holidays 

Vernon Kay hosts this live 
entertainment show in which 
an engaged couple bring 
their extended families 
together under one roof in 
the run-up to Christmas to 
take part in a competition 
where they can win up to 
£500,000. (T) 

11.10 The Inbetweeners Top 
10 Moments (T) (R) 


12.10 The Inbetweeners (T) (R) 
12.45 The Inbetweeners(T) (R) 1.20 
The Inbetweeners (T) (R) 1.45 The 
Inbetweeners (T) (R) 


6.00 Eddie Stobart: Trucks 
and Trailers A trucker 
transporting Easter eggs 
plans his route carefully 
because his lorry is fuelled by 
liquid natural gas, which is 
only sold at four service sta¬ 
tions in England. Mark 
Ashurst delivers fuel to a rival 
haulage firm, and Mark Dixon 
travels from London to Corn¬ 
wall with a Slovakian forklift- 
truck driver to keep him 
company. (T) (R) 

6.55 The Whalers Animated 
Disney short, in which 
Mickey and the gang try to 
capture a whale, but Goofy 
falls through its blowhole. (T) 
7.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2011: Qualifiers James 
Richardson and Caroline 
Pearce introduce the fourth 
and final qualifying round 
held in Poltava, Ukraine.(T) 5 
News Update 

8.00 Ice Road Truckers: 
Deadliest Roads Lisa 
Kelly and Rick Yemm face 
their most dangerous mis¬ 
sion yet as they deliver bar¬ 
rels of aviation fuel to a 
helicopter rescue base. (T) 5 
News Update 

9.00 The Morecambe and 
Wise Christmas Show 

Festive special from 1980, in 
which the duo appear in their 
version of Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet, with Peter Bark- 
worth, Hannah Gordon, Ernie 
and Eric as an unconvincing 
ghost. There is also a sketch 
featuring actor Alex Guin¬ 
ness. (T) (R) 

10.05 Tommy Cooper’s Christ¬ 
mas Special A seasonal 
special from the archives, 
featuring a generous helping 
of mirth, mayhem and magic 
with the comedian.(T) (R) 
11.10 Up the Chastity Belt 
(1971) Medieval com¬ 
edy, starring Frankie How- 
erd. (T) ★★ 


1.00 SuperCasino 4.05 Motorsport 
Mundial 4.30 Great Scientists Pro¬ 
file of Greek philosopher Aristotle. (T) 
(R) 4.55 County Secrets 
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Festive comedy drama 
about a Birkenhead fam¬ 
ily in Lapland, 10.00pm 

6.00 Breakfast A round-up of 
national and international news. (C) 
9.00 The Nativity Retelling of the 
biblical story. (C) (R) 10.00 Satur¬ 
day Kitchen Live A Christmas edi¬ 
tion of the show with chefs Nathan 
Outlaw and Tristan Welch, in which 
actress Julie Graham faces herfood 
heaven or hell. (C) 11.15 Nigel 
Slater’s Simple Christmas (C) (R) 

12.15 BBC News; Regional News 
and Weather (C) 12.30 Keeping 
Up Appearances Hyacinth goes on 
a cruise on the QE2. (C) (R) 1.30 
FILM: The Santa Clause 2 (2002) 
Disney comedy adventure sequel. 
(C) ★★ 3.05 FILM: G-Force (2009) 
Children’s adventure. (C) ★★ 4.30 
BBC News; Regional News and 
Weather (C) 4.50 Winter Wipeout 
Christmas Special A gorilla keeper 
and a tree-seller take on the snow- 
covered course. (C) 5.50 FILM: The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe 
(2005) (C) ★★★ 


BBC 2 




Tosca from the Royal 
Opera House, on at 
2.35pm 

6.00 CBeebies 7.00 CBBC 8.50 
FILM: Jump In! (2007) A teenager 
is pressured by his fatherto become 
a boxer — but a girl introduces him 
to an altogether different pursuit. (C) 
★★ 10.10 FILM: Bicentennial Man 
(1999) A family purchases a robot 
servant and over the course of 200 
years, he begins to develop human 
emotions. (C) ★★ 12.10 FILM: 
Homeward Bound II: Lost in San 
Francisco (1996) Animal adventure 
sequel.(C) ★★ 1.35 Pappano’s 
Essential Tosca Antonio Pappano 
explores Puccini’s Tosca. (C) 2.35 
Tosca from the Royal Opera 
House (C) 4.45 Christmas Univer¬ 
sity Challenge Cambridge’s Trinity 
College faces University of St 
Andrews. (C) 5.15 Dad’s Army 
Mainwaring finds himself bidding 
against Pike for an orange at a 
fundraising bazaar. (C) (R) 5.45 
Carols from King’s Music and 
readings from the Chapel of King’s 
College, Cambridge. (C) 


I TV 1 



Coronation Street Cube 
Celebrity Special is 
on at 6.30pm 

5.30 ITV Morning News (T) 6.00 
CITV 8.15 FILM: Tom and Jerry: 
The Magic Ring (2002) Premiere. 
(T) ★★ 9.25 FILM: Santa Claus: 
The Movie (1985) An elf leaves 
Santa to make a name for himself, 
only to be manipulated into aiding 
an evil toy-maker’s money-making 
schemes. T) ★★ 11.30 Coronation 
Street Omnibus. Tracy falls down 
the stairs after storming round to 
Becky’s and accusing her of spend- 
salon’s water supply. (T) 1.25 ITV 
News and Weather (T) 1.45 FILM: 
The Polar Express (2004) A boy 
doubts the existence of Father 
Christmas, until a magical train 
arrives to take him to the North Pole. 
(T) ★★ 3.35 FILM: ET: The Extra- 
Terrestrial (1982) A lonely boy 
befriends a stranded alien and helps 
it to contact its own people and call 
for rescue. Steven Spielberg’s sci-fi 
fantasy, starring Henry Thomas and 
Drew Barrymore. (T) ★★★★ 5.45 
ITV News and Weather (T) 



five 


Pantomime time in Deal 
or No Deal: Deal Panto, on 
at 4.00pm 

7.15 FILM: Garfield (2004) Family 
comedy. (T) ★★ 8.45 Olive, the 
Other Reindeer Animation, with the 
voice of Drew Barrymore. (T) (R) 
9.40 Prep & Landing Animation 
about an elite unit of elves. (T) (R) 
10.10 FILM: Charlotte’s Web 
(2006) Family drama. (T) ★★ 12.00 
FILM: The Muppet Christmas 
Carol (1992) Puppet comedy. (T) 
★★★ 1.40 Gordon’s Christmas 
Cookalong — Get Ready Preview 
of the live Christmas Day show. (T) 
(R) 1.50 Jamie’s Christmas with 
Bells On Jamie Oliver demon¬ 
strates festive dishes and party 
food. (T) (R) 2.55 Jamie’s Christ¬ 
mas with Bells On Conclusion. 
Jamie Oliver prepares a Christmas 
Day feast. (T) (R) 4.00 Deal or No 
Deal: Deal Panto A pantomime edi¬ 
tion. (T) 5.00 Come Dine with Me 
Extra Portions ton. (T) (R) 5.30 
Come Dine with Me Extra Portions 
Natalie Middleton hosts the second 
party in Wolverhampton. (T) (R) 



Festive edition for Eddie 
Stobart in Christmas 
Delivery, 7.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.15 Chef Donald 

The duck is distracted while making 
waffles. (T) (R) 10.20ThunderCats A 
professional swordsman challenges 
Lion-0 to a fight. (T) 10.55 Meerkat 
Manor One of the meerkats is poi¬ 
soned. (T) (R) 11.25 Ice Road Truck¬ 
ers: Deadliest Roads The drivers 
face their most dangerous mission 
yet. Last in the series. (T) (R) 12.25 
Charley Boorman’s Extreme Fron¬ 
tiers The adventurer pilots a small 
plane to Dawson City, Yukon. Last in 
the series. (T) (R) 1.30 Cars Toons 
Mater dreams he is an Evel Knievel- 
style daredevil. (T) 1.35 FILM: Mrs 
Miracle (2009) Family drama, star¬ 
ring Doris Roberts. (T) ★★ 3.25 
FILM: Meet the Santas (2005) Fan¬ 
tasy comedy sequel, with Steve Gut- 
tenberg. (T) ★★ 5.05 FILM: Scrooge 
— A Christmas Carol (1951) 
Charles Dickens’ fantasy, starring 
AlastairSim. (T) ★★★★ 


6.00 You’ve Been Framed! 
Christmas Special 

Comedian Harry Hill narrates 
a festive selection of cam¬ 
corder calamities and view¬ 
ers’ mobile phone-footage, 
focusing on seasonal catas¬ 
trophes. (T) (R) 

6.30 The Cube Celebrity 
Special Phillip Schofield 
presents a Coronation Street 
specia, which sees actors 
Ryan Thomas (Jason 
Grimshaw) and Julie Hes- 
mondhalgh (Hayley Crop¬ 
per) swapping the cobbles 
for the Cube, and taking on 
up to seven challenges in the 
hope of winning big for their 
chosen charities. (T) 

7.30 Text Santa Ant and Dec are 
joined by Holly Willoughby to 
host the conclusion of the 
two-part festive fundraising 
initiative, which aims to raise 
money for those most vulner¬ 
able. Stars taking part in the 
show include Paddy 
McGuinness, who attempts 
to appear in as many pan¬ 
tomimes as possible across 
Britain, and the cast of ITV2’s 
The Only Way Is Essex per¬ 
forming their single Last 
Christmas. Charity. (T) 

10.00 Piers Morgan’s Life Sto¬ 
ries: Donny Osmond In 
an edition from Chicago, the 
star takes a break from per¬ 
forming with sister Marie to 
look back on a career in 
showbiz spanning five 
decades. He reveals the cost 
to his brothers of his solo 
success, and his battle to 
overcome on-stage panic 
attacks. Theformerteen idol, 
whose 1970s hits included 
Puppy Love, also shares his 
feelings about still being 
considered a heart-throb at 
the age of 54. (T) 

11.00 ITV News and Weather 

(T) 

11.15 Carols from Bucklebury 

Service from Berkshire. (T) 


6.00 Come Dine with Me 
Extra Portions (T) (R) 
6.30 Come Dine with Me 
Extra Portions (T) (R) 
7.00 Channel 4 News Including 
sport and weather. (T) 

7.05 4thought .tv Atheist, writer 
and comedienne Lucy Porter 
explains why she still loves 
the festive season and has 
enjoyed the enthusiasm sur¬ 
rounding the impending 
arrival of a baby despite 
being a non-believer. (T) 
7.15 Hairspray (2007) Musi¬ 
cal remake of the comedy 
about Tracy, an over¬ 
weight teenager in 1960s 
Baltimore, who dreams of 
appearing on a TV dance 
show. Starring Nikki Blon¬ 
sky, Michelle Pfeiffer, 
Christopher Walken, 
James Marsden, Queen 
Latifah and John Travolta 
in drag as the heroine’s 
mother. (T) ★★★ 

9.20 Home for the Holidays 

Vernon Kay hosts the climax 
of the live entertainment 
show in which an engaged 
couple bring their extended 
families together under one 
roof to take part in a compe¬ 
tition that offers them the 
chance to win up to 
£500,000. (T) 

10.55 Bill Bailey: Dandelion 
Mind The comedian per¬ 
forms a stand-up show 
loosely based on the theme 
of doubt, featuring musings 
on celebrity, creationism, 
Michael Winner, Charles Dar¬ 
win, Thomas the Doubter 
and the Icelandic ash cloud 
that caused chaos for air trav¬ 
ellers across Europe in April 
2010. The set also features 
several musical interludes, 
including a reworking of a 
Gary Numan classic. (T) 

11.55 Father Ted Christmas 
Special Dougal and Ted get 
lost in a lingerie department. 
(T) (R) 


8.00 Merlin Part two of two. 
Sword-and-sorcery adven¬ 
ture, starring Colin Morgan, 
Bradley James and Katie 
McGrath, with guest 
appearances by Ben 
Daniels, Miranda Raison 
and Terence Maynard. Last 
in the series. (C) 

8.45 EastEnders Masood and 
Zainab try to put a stop to 
Yusef’s schemes — but the 
crisis also starts to rekindle 
their old passions. Phil 
enlists Ben’s help to catch 
his stalker. (C) 

9.20 Outnumbered The Brock¬ 
mans plan to escape the 
festivities by spending 
Christmas in the sun — but 
fate intervenes. Grandad 
has been taken ill, Karen 
has toothache, so her sea¬ 
sonal treat is a visit to the 
emergency dentist, and Ben 
attempts to beat a world 
record involving knives. 
Meanwhile, family friend 
Jane and her ex-convict 
boyfriend take up residence 
in the family’s home. Festive 
special of the comedy. (C) 

10.00 Lapland Festive comedy 
drama about a chaotic but 
close-knit Birkenhead fam¬ 
ily who believe in making 
Christmas as special as 
possible. This year looks 
like being the best yet as 
they pack their bags for an 
authentic yuletide in Lap- 
land, complete with 
huskies, reindeer and hope¬ 
fully a meeting with Santa 
himself. But the holiday 
promises even more than 
they bargained for — as 
they soon discover. (C) 

ll.lSThe National Lottery 
Saturday Night Draws 
OJ Borg announces the all- 
important numbers. (C) 

11.25 BBC News; Weather (C) 

11.45 Midnight Mass from St 
George’s Cathedral 
Southwark (C) 


12.55 FILM: At First Sight (1999) 

Romantic drama. (C) ★★ 2.55 
Weatherview (C) 3.00 BBC News 
3.00 BBC News. 


7.00 The John Craven Years 

Documentary charting TV 
presenter John Craven’s 
career, which has spanned 
40 years. The programme 
goes behind the scenes of 
Countryfile to explore his 
relaxed and informed style 
up close. (C) 

8.00 Morecambe and Wise 

Memorable moments from 
a decade of the comedy 
duo’s Christmas shows, 
featuring appearances by 
Angela Rippon, Shirley 
Bassey and Andre Previn. 
_(C)(R) 

9.00 The Many Faces of Les 
Dawson Profile of the 
comedian known for his 
deadpan humour and jokes 
at the expense of his wife 
and mother-in-law. The pro¬ 
gramme explores his begin¬ 
nings in northern clubs and 
appearance on the Oppor¬ 
tunity Knocks talent show, 
and charts his rise to star¬ 
dom through the characters 
he played on screen. (C) 
10.00 The Best of Les Daw¬ 
son Tribute with memo¬ 
rable moments and 
sketches revealing his 
acutely observed take on 
life’s absurdities.(C) (R) 
10.25 Top of the Pops 2: 
Christmas Special Mark 
Radcliffe delves into the 
BBC archive to find old and 
recent Christmas music. 
There is previously lost 
footage of David Bowie per¬ 
forming The Jean Genie 
from Top of the Pops in 
1973, some rarely seen 
footage of Ringo romping in 
the snowas well as classic 
festive songs by Slade, 
Shakin’ Stevens and the 
Pogues with Kirsty MacColl. 
Also featured is a tribute to 
Amy Winehouse.(C) (R) 
11.55Blackadder Rides 
Again A celebration of the 
classic comedy. (C) (R) 


12.55 Never Mind the Buzzcocks 

Torchwood star John Barrowman is 
this week’s guest host running the 
pop quiz. 


12.15 FILM: Connie and Carla 
(2004) Comedy, starring Toni Col¬ 
lette and Nia Vardalos. (T) ★★ ITV 
News Headlines. 


1.05 Music on 4: Inputoutput (T) (R) 

1.15 Comedy Lab: Kabadasses (T) 
1.45 Sherlock Holmes: A Game of 
Shadows 


7.00 Eddie Stobart’s Christ¬ 
mas Delivery Festive edi¬ 
tion of the documentary 
series, in which the com¬ 
pany’s truckers face one of 
their busiest times of the year. 
(T) 

7.55 5 News Weekend Round¬ 
up of the day’s headlines 
from around the world. (T) 
8.00 The Gadget Show 
Christmas Eve Special 
Suzi Perry investigates 4G 
communications, Jason 
Bradbury examines products 
due to hit the shops in 2012, 
and Ortis Deley looks ahead 
to the concept technology 
that could be around in 10 
years. Jon Bentley considers 
an advanced helmet 
designed for fighter-jet pilots, 
and Pollyanna Woodward 
explores systems that are set 
to change surveillance, 
transport and security. (T) 
9.00 Greatest Christmas TV 
Moments Three-hour 
countdown of 50 Christmas 
TV crackers, past and pres¬ 
ent, including classic soap 
moments, dramatic endings, 
sitcom specials, comedy 
sketches and light entertain¬ 
ment highlights that have 
made that little box in the cor¬ 
ner the focus of the festive 
holiday season for decades. 
Highlights include famous 
couples Den and Angie, Jack 
and Vera, and Gavin & 
Stacey; popular double acts 
Morecambe and Wise, the 
Trotter brothers and Wallace 
and Gromit; Doctor Who 
meeting Kylie Minogue; 
perennial music show Top of 
the Pops; and the ultimate 
irony of sitting down to watch 
the Royle Family sit down to 
watch TV for an hour. All 
small-screen life is here — 
with jingle bells on. Featuring 
interviews with cast, crew 
and assorted celebrity con¬ 
tributors. (T) (R) 


12.00 SuperCasino 4.00 Great 
Artists The life and work of Pieter 
Bruegel the Elder. (T) (R) 4.25 Divine 
Designs 



Sue Johnston (centre) leaves the Royale Family behind 
this year to star in comedy-drama Lapland. 


Star Sue is 
off to the 
Antic Cinle 

LAPLAND 

BBC1, 10pm 

S UE Johnston is a Christmas 
fanatic who likes nothing 
more than blasting out the 
carols while decorating her tree. 

“I had such lovely Christmases as a kid, I carried it 
on with my son,” she explains merrily, over a festive 
glass of wine. “Now it’s tradition to make it a big deal. 
I adore it.” 

The 67-year-old, who rose to fame playing Sheila Grant 
in now-defunct soap Brookside, has become better known 
for her turn as Barbara in The Royle Family. 

Yet, while many of her Christmas memories are fond, the 
Manchester-born actress also recalls at least two difficult 
times. 

“There’s an expectation for all of us that Christmas can 
mend something in our lives, but it doesn’t,” she says. 

“It can exacerbate tensions and grief, bringing to the fore 
things you’re not dealing with” - a reference to the not-so- 
festive seasons she spent recovering from breaking up with 
her first husband and dealing with her father’s death. 

And this sadder side of Christmas is explored in her latest 
project, Lapland, a comedy drama about a large family who 
decide to visit Father Christmas rather than face a mourn¬ 
ful Christmas at home. 

Johnston explains: “My character Eileen’s husband, who 
is also a father and grandfather, has died six months prior 
to Christmas. The family want to change Christmas 
because it’ll be too much to see his empty chair. 

“As I’ve inherited some insurance money, they decide to 
do something different.” 

But nothing goes according to plan, and the story begins 
as Eileen’s son (Stephen Graham) and his family have to leg 
it through the airport to make it to their flight on time. 
“Everything goes wrong from the flight onwards,” laughs 
Johnston. 

Dream come true 

The family soon meet their holiday rep ‘Jingle Jill’ 
(played by Fresh Meat star Zawe Ashton), who does little to 
raise the family’s spirits. 

“She’s the rep who doesn’t want to be in Lapland, she 
wants to be where the cocktails are,” says Johnston, adding 
of the actress: “She’s hysterical, so funny.” 

For Johnston, who loved working with the children who 
play her grandchildren, the job was a dream come true. 
They were “very sweet, very naughty” she says, smiling. 

The fictional family had a wonderful time in Norway 
(where they recreated their own Lapland), says Johnston, 
and relished filming with huskies against gorgeous snowy 
landscapes. 

“And we ate reindeer,” she gasps, looking slightly 
ashamed. “The chef of the army barracks we were staying 
in said he’d cook it for us on the last dinner. 

“We were all a bit nervous as there’s a joke in the film 
about not wanting the kids to know we are eating it, but it 
was beautiful. It was like the best fillet steak you can get, I 
hate to say it.” 

While Lapland is a comedy about a family, Johnston says 
it’s very different in tone to The Royle Family, which is dry 
and observational. 

“This is for children as well,” she says. “There’s a scene 
where the guide takes one of the grandchildren to see Santa 
and it’s breathtaking. His little eyes were on stalks. It just 
looks sensational.” 

For Johnston the whole experience helped to make up for 
the cancellation of the planned Christmas special of The 
Royle Family. 

Writers Caroline Aherne and Craig Cash had too many 
commitments to finish the script on time. 

“I was disappointed only that I wouldn’t see them all,” 
she says. “Christmas starts for me when [the cast] are all on 
that sofa with those terrible decorations, and it’s a bit like 
your own family because the same decorations come out 
every year!” 

Either way, she’s pleased to be on television over the hol¬ 
idays. “It’s a privilege to be on at Christmas, or maybe it’s 
because I’m old and you have to work your way up to it,” she 
laughs. 
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Patsy (Joanna Lumley) and Edina (Jennifer Saunders) 
are back at 10pm on BBC1. 

Celebrate as 
Patsy and 
Eddy return 

ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS 

BBC1, 10pm 

C RACK open that bottle of 
Bolly and join in the celebra¬ 
tions as Absolutely Fabulous 
marks its 20th anniversary with 
two special episodes. 

The award-winning series, which aired from 
1992 to 2005, follows the lives of two best 
friends: Edina ‘Eddy’ Monsoon, an interna¬ 
tional PR guru by trade and 60s teenager at 
heart, played by Jennifer Saunders, and Patsy 
Stone, a sex-crazed magazine editor brought to 
life in all her blonde-haired, bee-hived glory by 
Joanna Lumley. 

“The anniversary specials were rumoured for ages but 
you never believe anything until it happens,” says June 
Whitfield, who reprises her role of Edina’s mum and is only 
ever known in the show as ‘Mother’. 

“It was like going back to school for a new term, 
absolutely lovely,” she says of the reunion, and is quick to 
credit Saunders, who also writes Absolutely Fabulous, for 
creating such vibrant characters. 

“It’s all in the writing,” says Whitfield, who will be enjoy¬ 
ing Christmas with her daughter Suzy’s family this year. 
Her husband Tim passed away in 2001. “Mother just comes 
off the page and makes wonderful remarks to her daugh¬ 
ter.” 

Whitfield says she initially thought her character would 
turn out to be just another suburban housewife. 

“But as the series progressed she became a kleptomaniac 
and was as mad as the rest of them really,” laughs Whitfield, 
who looks and sounds remarkable given that she celebrated 
her 86th birthday last month. 

“Mother would climb through windows as she’s quite 
determined to be with everyone in her daughter’s house, 
although Eddy’s permanently saying, ‘Get that old woman 
out of here’.” 

Beehive 

Nothing much has changed since we last caught up with the 
motley crew. 

Eddy’s still into every fad and fashion, Patsy’s sponging off 
her best mate and keeping all sorts of mind-altering narcotics 
in her beehive, while Eddy’s long-suffering daughter Saffy 
(Julia Sawalha) continues to be ignored by her mother and 
detested by Patsy. 

Unbelievably, Eddy’s ditzy personal assistant Bubble (Jane 
Horrocks) is still employed and now charged with keeping her 
boss’s social networking sites updated which, along with the 
Royal Wedding and celebrity scandals, pepper the show with 
modern references. 

Whitfield realises stalwart Ab Fab fans might worry that the 
specials won’t match up to the original series, but she’s keen to 
allay any fears. 

“People are really looking forward to it and won’t be disap¬ 
pointed,” she says. Referring to the studio audience, she says: 
“The people were obviously all thinking, ‘Oh my goodness, will 
it be as much fun as it was before?’ and after the show they said, 
‘Yes, yes, it is’. They absolutely loved it. 

“Jennifer and Joanna are terrific, Jane is hysterical and the 
minute the audience saw them or heard their voices, they were 
shrieking. It was a great atmosphere.” 

Without wanting to spoil the surprise, fans will rejoin the 
ensemble in the midst of a life-changing experience for one char¬ 
acter. 

In the second episode, Eddy sets her sights on changing the 
career of a certain ‘big fish’, and in the concluding episode (to 
be aired in the summer) Eddy and Patsy play their own very spe¬ 
cial role in the Olympics. 

Saunders has something of a reputation for being a perfec¬ 
tionist but Whitfield believes that does her an injustice as it 
insinuates she’s difficult. 

“No, she’s very, very easy to work with,” says Whitfield. “I 
mean she’s keen to get it right but, of course, Mandie Fletcher, 
the director, is there to help and everything went very smoothly. 
Jennifer likes a deadline to work to and always gets there.” 

And that’s despite continually tweaking the script through¬ 
out rehearsals. “I think as she works on the script she gets more 
ideas, so there’s different colour every day,” she says. 

Whitfield was working on a sketch for the French and Saun¬ 
ders show in the late eighties when Saunders approached her 
with the idea for Absolutely Fabulous. 

“Jennifer said she’d always wanted me to play her mother so 
I suppose that’s how it came about,” she explains. 

“In the pilot, Mother was there for about all of 30 seconds but 
Jennifer said, ‘If it becomes a series then Mother will be in it’ 
and true to her word, she was.” 

It’s now 66 years since Whitfield embarked on her career 
after graduating from Rada. She’s regarded as the matriarch of 
British comedy thanks to her Carry On film roles and long¬ 
standing on-screen partnership with Terry Scott. 

“Oh my goodness, there have been highlights,” she says. “I 
think working for Noel Coward on a musical called Ace Of Clubs 
has to be a big highlight.” 


CHRISTMAS DAY 


BBC 1 


BBC 2 



I TV 1 



Animated edition of The 
endearing Gruffalo’s 
Child, on at 6.30pm 

6.00 Breakfast News, sport and 
entertainment reports. (C) 9.00 The 
Nativity Joseph refuses to accept 
Mary’s explanation for her preg¬ 
nancy. (C) (R) 10.00 Christmas 
Day Eucharist from Lichfield 
Cathedral (C) 11.00 Songs of 
Praise — Christmas Day Big Sing 
From London’s Royal Albert Hall. 
(C) 11.40 Morecambe and Wise 
The comedy duo’s classic 1971 
Christmas show. (C) (R) 12.25 BBC 
News; Weather. (C) 12.35 FILM: 
Kung Fu Panda (2008) Animated 
comedy, featuring the voices of 
Jack Black and Dustin Hoffman. (C) 
★★ 2.00 Top of the Pops Christ¬ 
mas 2011 Featuring Example, Oily 
Murs, Adele and Pixie Lott. (C) 3.00 
The Queen (C) 3.10 FILM: Mon¬ 
sters vs Aliens (2009) Animated 
sci-fi comedy. (C) ★★★ 4.35 BBC 
News; Weather. (C) 4.50 FILM: 
Ratatouille (2007) Premiere. Pixar 
animated comedy, with the voice of 
Patton Oswalt. (C) ★★★★ 



fames opens his toolbox 
in fames May’s Man Lab 
Xmas Special, 10.30pm 

6.00 CBeebies 7.10 CBBC 9.35 
FILM: The Magic Roundabout 
(2005) Animated adventure, featur¬ 
ing the voices of Ian McKellen, Tom 
Baker and Robbie Williams. (C) ★★ 
10.50 FILM: The Sword in the 
Stone (1963) Disney animated 
adventure, with the voice of Ricky 
Sorenson. (C) ★★ 12.10 Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland The 
Royal Ballet’s production based on 
Lewis Carroll’s story. (C) (R) 2.10 A 
Musical Nativity with John Rutter 
A retelling of the Christmas story 
through the composer’s music. (C) 
3.10 The Prince and the Com¬ 
poser: A Film about Hubert Parry 
by HRH the Prince of Wales The 
life and work of the composer of 
Jerusalem. (C) (R) 4.40 Dad’s Army 
(C) (R) 5.10 Porridge Festive edi¬ 
tion of the comedy from 1975, star¬ 
ring Ronnie Barker. (C) (R) 5.50 The 
Queen Her Majesty’s annual 
address. (C) (R) 



Michelle Dockery as Lady 
Mary in Downton Abbey, 
on at 9.00pm 

5.55 ITV Morning News (T) 6.00 
CITV 7.45 FILM: The Borrowers 
(1997) . Children’s fantasy, starring 
John Goodman, Jim Broadbent and 
Celia Imrie. (T) ★★ 9.25 FILM: 
March of the Penguins (2005) 
Oscar-winning nature documentary, 
narrated by Morgan Freeman. (T) 
★★★11.00 FILM: Miracle on 34th 
Street (1994) Family drama 
remake, starring Richard Attenbor¬ 
ough, Elizabeth Perkins and Mara 
Wilson. (T) ★★★ 1.05 ITV News 
and Weather (T) 1.15 FILM: 
Aladdin (1992) Disney animated 
adventure, with the voices of Robin 
Williams and Scott Weinger. (T) 
★★★ 3.00 The Queen Her 
Majesty’s annual address. (T) 3.10 
FILM: Happy Feet (2006) Animated 
adventure, with the voices of Elijah 
Wood and Robin Williams. (T) ★★★ 
5.10 ITV News and Weather (T) 
5.30 New You’ve Been Framed! A 
festive selection of camcorder 
calamities. (T) 



Spin-off of the animated 
films, Ice Age: A Mammoth 
Christmas, 2.00pm 

6.10 FILM: The Ugly Duckling and 
Me (2006) (T) ★★ 7.40 The Simp¬ 
sons Marge is tempted by another 
man. (T) (R) 8.00 The Simpsons 
Three festive shorts with the ani¬ 
mated family. (T) (R) 8.30 FILM: 
James and the Giant Peach (1996) 
(T) ★★★ 10.00 Gordon’s Christ¬ 
mas Cookalong Live (T) 2.00 Ice 
Age: A Mammoth Christmas Fes¬ 
tive spin-off of the animated films. 
(T) 2.30 The Snowman Animated 
adventure. (T) (R) 3.00 Celebrity 
Come Dine with Me (R) 4.05 Chan¬ 
nel 4 News Including sport and 
weather. (T) 4.10 4thought.tv Mem¬ 
bers of the public reflect on religious 
issues. (T) 4.15 The Alternative 
Christmas Message The traditional 
counterpoint to the Queen’s broad¬ 
cast. (T) 4.20 Deal or No Deal: Deal 
Panto Noel Edmonds hosts a pan¬ 
tomime edition of the game show. 
CD 5.20 FILM: Big (1988)Comedy, 
starring Tom Hanks and Elizabeth 
Perkins. (T) ★★★ 



Seasonal concert in 
Andre Rieu’s Christmas 
Spectacular, 10.55am 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.00 FILM: Mist: 
The Tale of a Sheepdog Puppy 
(2006) Live-action animal adven¬ 
ture, featuring the voice of Mel 
Giedroyc. (T) ★★ 10.30 Trailer Horn 
Disney animation. (T) 10.35 Animal 
Rescue Squad Highlights of the 
series. (T) (R) 10.55 Andre Rieu’s 
Christmas Spectacular A seasonal 
concert by the Dutch violinist. (T) 
11.55 Ice Road Truckers Hugh 
Rowland believes his truck has been 
sabotaged. (T) (R) 12.55 Ice Road 
Truckers The threat of an avalanche 
continues to grow. (T) (R) 1.55 Cars 
— Unidentified Flying Mater Pixar 
animated short. (T) 2.00 FILM: Mrs 
Miracle 2: Miracle in Manhattan 
(2010) Family drama sequel, star¬ 
ring Doris Roberts. (T) ★★ 3.45 
FILM: Mrs Santa Claus (1996) 
Period musical, starring Angela 
Lansbury. (T) ★★ 5.30 FILM: The 
Santa Suit (2010) Premiere. Com¬ 
edy, starring Kevin Sorbo. (T) ★★ 



6.30 The Gruffalo’s Child 

Animated adaptation of the 
sequel to Julia Donaldson’s 
best-selling children’s 
book. Robbie Coltrane, 
James Corden and Rob Bry- 
don lend their voices, with 
Shirley Henderson as 
Gruffalo Jr. (C) 

7.00 Doctor Who Second 
World War-set special in 
which the Time Lord 
attempts to help two unfor¬ 
tunate evacuees and their 
mother have the best Christ¬ 
mas ever. (C) 

8.00 Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special 
2011 Bruce Forsyth and 
Tess Daly welcome five 
Strictly newcomers to the 
dance floor to compete for 
the title Christmas Cham¬ 
pion 2011, and singer 
Shakin’ Stevens performs 
on the show. Barry 
McGuigan, Su Pollard, 
Simon Webbe, Debra 
Stephenson and Charlie 
Brooks join theirprofes- 
sional partners for of festive- 
inspired routines. (C) 

9.00 EastEnders Masood sets 
out to bring Kamil home, but 
Yusef has one more trick to 
play. Shirley is shocked to 
discover the identity of Phil’s 
stalker. (C) 

10.00 Absolutely Fabulous Ab 

Fab returns for the first of two 
specials — with a third due 
during the Olympics next 
year. Hit comedy with Jen¬ 
nifer Saunders and Joanna 
Lumley, with Julia Sawalha, 
and Jane Horrocks. (C) 

10.30 Michael McIntyre’s 
Christmas Comedy 
Roadshow (C) 

11.30 BBC News; Weather. (C) 
11.45 On Christmas Night 

Julian Rhind-Tutt reads the 
account of Christ’s birth. (C) 

11.50 Have I Got a Bit More 
News for You Extended 
edition. (C) (R) 


12.30 The Graham Norton Show 
Christmas Special (C) (R) 1.35 
FILM: The Hot Chick (2002) Body- 
swap comedy. 


6.00 Christmas University 
Challenge Teams of 
famous graduates compete 
on behalf of their former uni¬ 
versities in the first semi¬ 
final of the festive edition of 
the quiz. (C) 

6.30 Darcey Bussell Dances 
Hollywood The former 
Royal Ballet star steps into 
the shoes of her Hollywood 
heroes to celebrate the 
legacy of classic dance 
musicals, reinterpreting 
four of herfavourite routines 
(C) 

8.00 Blackadder the Third 

Devious royal butler 
Edmund Blackadder steps 
in to foil a plan by new prime 
minister Pitt the Younger to 
bankrupt his master the 
Prince Regent. C) (R) 

8.30 Blackadder the Third Dr 
Johnson seeks the Prince’s 
support in publishing his 
new dictionary, but Baldrick 
burns the only copy. Syco¬ 
phantic Edmund sets out to 
save the English language 
by rewriting it. C) (R) 

9.00 The Toys That Made 
Christmas Robert Webb 
takes a light-hearted look 
back at playthings of the 
past, offering fortysome- 
things the chance to remi¬ 
nisce about the days before 
PlayStations. (C) 

10.30 James May’s Man Lab 
Xmas Special James 
opens his toolbox for a spe¬ 
cial, setting out to create his 
own seasonal miracle by 
making it snow using a 
small plane and a salt 
shaker. He invents a gun to 
decorate Christmas trees, 
discovers the easiest way to 
wrap presents and attempts 
to transform the cracker by 
designing his own. All this 
and a festive feast. (C) (R) 

11.30 Victoria Wood with All 
the Trimmings A festive 
special from 2000. (C) (R) 


12.25 The Many Faces of Les 
Dawson Profile of the comedian. 

1.25 Ql (C) (R) 1.55 FILM: Beyond 
a Reasonable Doubt (1956). 


6.00 Emmerdale Hour-long 
episode. (T) 

7.00 All Star Family Fortunes 
Christmas Special 

Teams from The Only Way Is 
Essex and Benidorm take 
part in a festive edition of the 
game show. The ITV2 reality 
show is represented by 
Nanny Pat, Joey Essex, Mark 
Wright, James ‘Arg’ Argent 
and former star Amy Childs, 
while their competitors from 
the ITV1 comedy series com¬ 
prise Jake Canuso (Mateo), 
Janine Duvitski (Jacqueline), 
Kenny Ireland (Donald), 
Elsie Kelly (Noreen) and 
Oliver Stokes (Michael). Ver¬ 
non Kay hosts. (T) 

8.00 Coronation Street Hour- 
long episode. Becky hits the 
bottle and burns her pre¬ 
cious photos of Steve after 
learning he has proposed to 
Tracy — but the flat goes up 
in flames when she falls 
asleep. (T) 

9.00 Downton Abbey The resi¬ 
dents celebrate Christmas 
1919 with a lavish party, but 
tensions are rife and Bates’s 
arrest casts a shadow over 
the festivities. Mary has to 
consider her future with Sir 
Richard Carlisle following a 
disagreement at a shoot and 
Violet has concerns about 
Rosamund, whose new 
suitor—the dashing but raff¬ 
ish Lord Hepworth — is not 
all he seems. One-off festive 
special of the hit costume 
drama, guest starring Nigel 
Havers and Sharon Small, 
with Brendan Coyle, 
Michelle Dockery, lain Glen, 
Maggie Smith and Saman¬ 
tha Bond. (T) 

11.05 ITV News and Weather 

(T) 

11.20 Benidorm Festive episode 
from Boxing Day 2010, guest 
starring Su Pollard, Louie 
Spence and Brian Murphy. 
(T) (R) 


12.35 The Comedy Annual Come¬ 
dians including Jason Manford, 
Jason Byrne and Patrick Monahan 
deliver their verdict. 


7.15 Ice Age: Dawn of the 
Dinosaurs (2009) Sid 

the sloth discovers three 
eggs — but when they 
hatch into dinosaurs, he 
struggles to keep them 
under control. The crea¬ 
tures’ mother comes look¬ 
ing for her offspring and 
takes them and Sid to an 
underground world 
where the giant reptiles 
never became extinct. 
Sid’s friends, aided by a 
crazed one-eyed weasel, 
head for this strange new 
land to rescue him. Ani¬ 
mated adventure sequel, 
with the voices of John 
Leguizamo, Denis Leary, 
Ray Romano and Simon 
Pegg. (T) ★★ 

9.00 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The 

comedian presents a festive 
edition of his chat show. He is 
joined on the sofa by Gavin & 
Stacey star Ruth Jones, who 
discusses her new comedy 
drama Stella, as well as actor 
David Walliams and pop duo 
Jedward. Music is provided 
by the recently reunited 
Steps, who perform a medley 
of their greatest hits. (T) 
10.00 Rude Tube: Epic Christ¬ 
mas Alex Zane presents the 
50 greatest festive internet 
videos, featuring silly outfits, 
bonkers behaviour, inappro¬ 
priate gifts, extreme carol 
singers and the world’s 
fastest Christmas tree. (T) 

ll.OSSo This Is Christmas 
Comedians share their expe¬ 
riences of the festive season. 
(T) 


12.05 8 Out of 10 Cats Christmas 
Special With Jedward, Micky Flana¬ 
gan, Liza Tarbuck and Greg Davies. 

(T) (R) 1.05 American Football Live 
(T) 4.45 Brief Encounters of the 
Sporting Mind: Rally Driving A 


Donegal teenager talks about her 
passion for rally driving. (R) 4.50 
Post Modern Pastimes The hobby 
of bee keeping. (T) (R) 


7.25 The Christmas Card 
(2006) A soldier serving 
in Afghanistan gains new 
hope when he receives a 
Christmas card from a 
Californian woman he 
has never met. Inspired 
by this simple act of kind¬ 
ness, he decides to per¬ 
form a good deed of his 
own by visiting the 
fiancee of a dead com¬ 
rade, only to run into the 
woman who sent him the 
card. Starring John New¬ 
ton, Edward Asner, Brian 
Robinson and Alice 
Evans. (T) ★★ 

9.05 Eddie Stobart’s Christ¬ 
mas Delivery Festive edi¬ 
tion of the documentary 
series, in which the com¬ 
pany’s truckers face one of 
their busiest times of the 
year, ed with plenty of prod¬ 
ucts. (T) (R) 

10.00 Britain’s Favourite 
Christmas Songs A 

countdown of popular songs 
that are guaranteed to make 
any Christmas party go with 
a swing. Highlights include 
the Jackson 5’s Santa Claus 
Is Coming to Town, Greg 
Lake’s I Believe in Father 
Christmas, the Waitresses’ 
Christmas Wrapping and the 
Pogues and Kirsty MacColl’s 
Fairytale of New York. Is 
Mud’s Lonely This Christmas 
past its sell-by date? Will 
Jona Lewie ever Stop the 
Cavalry? And where would 
any Christmas party be with¬ 
out Slade and their classic 
anthem Merry Xmas Every¬ 
body? But which one will top 
the nation’s festive chart? 
Featuring contributions by 
artists, producers, video 
directors, composers and 
journalists, who reveal an 
insight into the creation of 
the songs and their accom¬ 
panying videos. (T) 


1.00 SuperCasino3.55 Meals in 
Moments(T) (R) 4.05 Nick’s Quest 

The plight of Orinoco crocodiles. (T) 

(R) 4.30 Divine Designs 
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Stephen Fry and Victoria 
Wood star in The Bor¬ 
rowers, 7.30pm 

6.00 Breakfast (C) 9.00 CBBC 
9.10 The Gruffalo Animated adap¬ 
tation of the children’s book. (C) (R) 

9.35 The Gruffalo’s Child Ani¬ 
mated sequel. (C) (R) 10.00 FILM: 
The Jungle Book 2 (2003) Sequel. 
(C) ★★11.10 FILM: Beverly Hills 
Chihuahua (2008)Comedy. (C) ★ 

12.35 BBC News; Weather (C) 
12.45 Regional News; Weather. 
(C) 12.55 Morecambe and Wise 
Seasonal special from 1976, in 
which the duo are joined by guests 
including Elton John, Des OOCon- 
nor, John Thaw and Angela Rippon. 
(C) (R) 2.00 Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special 2011 With 
Barry McGuigan, Su Pollard, Simon 
Webbe, Debra Stephenson and 
Charlie Brooks. (C) (R) 3.00 Winter 
Wipeout Christmas Special (C) 
(R) 4.00 FILM: Shrek 2 (2004) (C) 
★★★ 5.25 BBC News; Weather. 
(C) 5.35 Midlands Today; Weather. 
(C) 5.40 Jim’ll Fix It with Shane 
Richie (C) 


6.10 Madagascar: 
Escape 2 Africa 
(2008) The escaped 
zoo animals come 
across theirwild counter¬ 
parts after their plane 
crash-lands in Africa. 
Animated adventure. (C) 
★★ 

7.30 The Borrowers Fantasy 
adventure based on Mary 
Norton’s classic novel 
about a family of miniature 
people living beneath the 
floorboards of a house. 
Stephen Fry, Victoria Wood, 
Shaun Dooley and Robert 
Sheehan co-star. (C) 

9.00 EastEnders Yusef’s 
actions put the whole of 
Albert Square in danger, 
while Denise throws a 
Christmas party at the B&B 
but an infuriated Phil is in no 
mood for festivities. (C) 

9.30 The Royal Bodyguard 
New series. David Jason 
returns to comedy for the 
first time since Only Fools 
and Horses. He stars as ex¬ 
guardsman Captain Guy 
Hubble, a lifelong soldier 
working towards his retire¬ 
ment in the car park at Buck¬ 
ingham Palace until one 
single act of bravery sees 
him put in charge of all royal 
security. (C) 

10.00 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special New 

series. The hit comedy 
returns with a festive spe¬ 
cial, in which doting mother 
Agnes is determined to 
have a proper family Christ¬ 
mas to celebrate son Trevor 
taking a break from mission¬ 
ary work for the first time in 
years. (C) 

10.30 BBC News; Weather. (C) 
10.45 Match of the Day Gary 

Lineker presents highlights 
of the Boxing Day Premier 
League fixtures, (C) 


12.15 FILM: The Guardian (2006) 
Drama, starring Kevin Costner. (C) 
★★ 2.30 Weatherview (C) 2.35 
Sign Zone: Holby City (C) (R) 



fane Austen: The Unseen 
Portrait? Is this valid? 

On at 9.00pm 

6.00 CBeebies 7.00 CBBC 8.55 
Pixar: 25 Magic Moments Docu¬ 
mentary celebrating the film stu¬ 
dio’s 25th birthday. (C) (R) 9.55 
FILM: Heidi (2005) An orphaned 
girl is sent to live with her bad-tem¬ 
pered grandfather in the Swiss Alps. 
(C) ★★ 11.30 FILM: The Crimson 
Wing: Mystery of the Flamingos 
(2008) Documentary following a 
flamingo colony. (C) ★★ 12.45 
FILM: Mansfield Park (1999) Jane 
Austen drama. First in a run of Jane 
Austen-related programmes. (C) 
★★★ 2.35 FILM: Emma (1996) A 
privileged, headstrong young 
woman is busy playing matchmaker 
for her friends unaware she has 
found her own soulmate. (C) ★★★ 
4.30 Final Score Round-up of foot¬ 
ball results. (C) 5.10 FILM: Becom¬ 
ing Jane (2006) A young Jane 
Austen falls for a dashing but penni¬ 
less lawyer, to the great dismay of 
their respective families. (C) ★★ 


7.00 Springwatch Christ¬ 
mas Special Highlights 
from the past year of the 
series, which featured Kate 
Humble, Chris Packham 
and Martin Hughes-Games 
following the fortunes of 
wildlife at the Ynys-hir 
nature reserve in Powys, 
home to red kites, herons, 
egrets and pied flycatchers. 
(C) 

8.30 Christmas University 
Challenge Two teams of 
famous graduates compete 
on behalf of their former uni¬ 
versities in the second 
semi-final of the festive edi¬ 
tion of the quiz. (C) 

9.00 Jane Austen: The 
Unseen Portrait? Martha 
Kearney meets biographer 
Paula Byrne, who believes 
she has found a picture of 
the author lost to the world 
for almost two centuries. Art 
historians and Austen 
experts scrutinise the por¬ 
trait and perform forensic 
analysis as they look to con¬ 
firm its validity, and Kearney 
debates how it could 
change people’s views of 
the writer. (C) 

10.00 Victoria Wood: Seen on 

TV The Lancashire-born 
comedienne reflects on the 
highlights of her TV career. 
The programme features 
clips from shows including 
As Seen on TV, Acorn 
Antiques and dinnerladies, 
as well as jokes and songs 
from her numerous otherTV 
performances. Friends and 
famous fans including 
Dawn French, Julie Walters 
and Roger Moore discuss 
her enduring appeal and 
reveal what she is like to 
work with. (C) (R) 

11.30 Ruth Jones’ Christmas 
Cracker Festive chat 
show, with James Corden, 
Lulu and Micky Flanagan. 
(C) (R) 


12.10 Ql Stephen Fry is joined by 
Sarah Millican, Jimmy Carr, Johnny 
Vegas and regular panellist Alan 
Davies. (C) (R) 



Profile of the comedian in 
The Unforgettable Ernie 
Wise, 7.00pm 

5.55 ITV Morning News (T) 6.00 
CITV 7.40 FILM: The Adventures 
of Pinocchio (1996) Family adven¬ 
ture, starring Martin Landau and the 
voice of Jonathan Taylor Thomas. 
★ ★ 9.25 Best Ever Christmas 
Films Phillip Schofield presents a 
rundown of the most popular yule- 
tide classics. (T) (R) 10.25 Good¬ 
night Mister Tom John Thaw stars 
in this adaptation of Michelle Mago- 
rian’s novel, playing a grumpy wid¬ 
ower whose life is changed when an 
evacuee from London is billeted in 
his cottage. (T) (R) 12.20 ITV News 
and Weather (T) 12.30 FILM: 
Garfield: A Tale of Two Kitties 
(2006) Family comedy, starring 
Breckin Meyer and with the voice of 
Bill Murray. (T) ★★ 2.00 50 Greatest 
Harry Potter Moments Robbie 
Coltrane narrates a countdown of 
the movie franchise’s best scenes. 
(T) (R) 3.30 FILM: Harry Potter and 
the Chamber of Secrets (2002) 
Fantasy adventure sequel, starring 
Daniel Radcliffe. (T) ★★★ 


6.20 ITV News and Weather 

(T) 

6.30 Emmerdale Andy reluc¬ 
tantly agrees to Debbie’s 
proposal to try for a baby nat¬ 
urally. Amy struggles with the 
consequences of her deci¬ 
sion and Diane tells Moira 
that Holly has left her a gift. 
(T) 

7.00 The Unforgettable Ernie 
Wise Profile of the come¬ 
dian who, along with Eric 
Morecambe, made up popu¬ 
lar double act Morecambe 
and Wise. The special 
reveals the truth about a man 
whose life off-stage was as 
important to him as fame, 
and includes home-movie 
footage of Ernie’s travels 
across Europe with wife 
Doreen, as well as trips to 
America and Australia with 
Eric. (T) 

8.00 Coronation Street Becky 
returns home from hospital, 
determined to fight back, 
leaving Tracy unprepared 
when the police turn up to 
question her. Amber spoils 
Sophie’s hen night. (T) 
9.00 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 
The Belgian sleuth is sum¬ 
moned when Colin Race is 
distracted from an investiga¬ 
tion into a spy ring by the dis¬ 
covery of a murder victim 
surrounded by stopped 
clocks at the home of blind 
ex-teacher Millicent Peb- 
marsh. When a second 
death is reported, Poirot 
realises the man was killed 
elsewhere and brought to 
the scene, though the neigh¬ 
bours claim to have seen 
nothing. Mystery, starring 
David Suchet, with Anna 
Massey, Jaime Winstone, 
Lesley Sharp, Phil Daniels, 
Geoffrey Palmer and Tessa 
Peake-Jones. (T) 

11.00 ITV News and Weather 

(T) 

11.15 Gladiator (2000) 


scar-winning Roman epic, star¬ 
ring Russell Crowe; (T) ★★★★ 
ITV News Headlines 

2.05 FILM: Vertigo (1958) 



BOXING DAY 


five 


Challenging, Bear’s Wild 
Weekend with Miranda, 
on at 9.00pm 

6.20 The Treacle People PC Pendle 
tries roller blading. (T) (R) 6.30 
FILM: Benji the Hunted (1987) Dis¬ 
ney adventure, with Red Steagall. 
(T) ★★ 8.00 The Bear Animation 
based on the Raymond Briggs tale. 
(T) (R) 8.30 The Morning Line Rac¬ 
ing preview. (T) 9.25 The Big Bang 
Theory(T) (R) 9.55 The Big Bang 
Theory (T) 10.25 The Simpsons (T) 
(R) 10.55 The Simpsons (T) (R) 
11.25 FILM: Bugsy Malone (1976) 
Musical gangster comedy, starring 
Scott Baio. (T) ★★★★ 1.15 Chan¬ 
nel 4 Racing Live coverage from 
Kempton Park and Wetherby. (T) 
3.40 The Simpsons A department 
store Santa grants LisaOs Christ¬ 
mas wish. (T) (R) 4.10 Deal or No 
Deal: Deal Panto Noel Edmonds 
hosts a pantomime edition. (T) 5.10 
Christmas Coach Trip The Christ¬ 
mas experience reaches Lapland. 
(T) 5.45 Channel 4 News Including 
sport and weather. (T) 


6.00 4thought.tv Short films in 
which members of the public 
from all walks of spiritual life 
discuss their thoughts on 
religious and ethical issues, 
and reflect on events that 
have tested their beliefs. (T) 
6.05 HollyoaksThesoappaysa 
festive tribute to It’s a Won¬ 
derful Life. (T) 

6.35 Come Dine with Me: 
Christmas Special The 

special starts with Linda 
Nolan’s themed dinner 
party. (T) 

7.05 Home Alone (1990) 

Comedy, starring 
Macaulay Culkin, Joe 
Pesci, Daniel Stern, John 
Heard, Catherine OOHara 
and John Candy. (T) ★★ 
9.00 Bear’s Wild Weekend 
with Miranda Bear Grylls 
challenges Miranda Hart to 
accompany him on a two- 
day expedition in one of the 
highest and wildest parts of 
the Swiss Alps. Abseiling, a 
boulder scramble, traversing 
a glacier and crossing cre¬ 
vasses are among tasks that 
she hopes will build her con¬ 
fidence and push her beyond 
her comfort zone to lead a 
more adventurous life. (T) 
10.00 Chris Moyles’ Christ¬ 
mas Quiz Night (T) 
10.50 Father Ted: Unintelligent 
Design Creators Graham 
Linehan and Arthur Mathews 
talk about their sources of 
inspiration As well as popular 
programmes including 
Fawlty Towers, Only Fools & 
Horses and Seinfeld, the duo 
were influenced by events in 
real life and discuss the 
stand-ups, priests, politi¬ 
cians and Irish beauty pag¬ 
eants that have shaped their 
comedy world. (T) (R) 
11.20 Small, Far Away The 
World of Father Ted A 
road trip in celebration of the 
comedy’s 15th anniversary. 

01 (R) 


12.25 Father Ted After cheating in a 
football match, Ted is given a forfeit by 
his Rugged Island rivals-forcing him to 
contrive a way of kicking the Bishop. 



Great musical comedy. 
The Producers on at 
12.45pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Thunder- 
Cats (T) 10.35 Meerkat Manor One 

of the meerkats prepares to give 
birth. (T) (R) 11.05 Meerkat Manor 
(T) (R) 11.35 Ice Road Truckers 
Lisa Kelly is recruited to be part of a 
three-truck convoy. (T) (R) 12.35 5 
News Lunchtime The day’s head¬ 
lines. (T) 12.45 FILM: The Produc¬ 
ers (2005) Musical comedy, starring 
Matthew Broderick and Nathan 
Lane. (T) ★★ 3.10 FILM: Seven 
Brides for Seven Brothers (1954) 
A cowboy decides to get married, 
prompting his six hellraising broth¬ 
ers to kidnap brides for themselves. 
Stanley Donen’s musical Western, 
starring Howard Keel and Jane Pow¬ 
ell. (T) ★★★★ 5.10 FILM: The Wiz¬ 
ard of Oz (1939) A tornado whisks a 
young girl off to a magical land 
where she embarks on a journey in 
search of the wizard who knows the 
way home. Musical fantasy, with 
Judy Garland and Ray Bolger. (T) 
★★★★ 


7.05 Britain’s Favourite 
Christmas Songs A 

countdown of popular songs 
that are guaranteed to make 
any Christmas party go with 
a swing. Highlights include 
the Jackson 5’s Santa Claus 
Is Coming to Town, Greg 
Lake’s much-loved epic pro¬ 
duction-job I Believe in 
Father Christmas, the Wait¬ 
resses’ foot-tapping Christ¬ 
mas Wrapping and of course 
the Pogues and Kirsty Mac- 
Coil’s festive classic Fairytale 
of New York. Is Mud’s Lonely 
This Christmas past its sell- 
by date - or does it still tug at 
the heartstrings as it did back 
in 1974 with its mock-Elvis 
vocal? Will Jona Lewie ever 
Stop the Cavalry? And where 
would any Christmas party 
be without Slade and their 
classic anthem Merry Xmas 
Everybody? And let’s not for¬ 
get shimmering Yuletide 
records from John and Yoko 
and Wizzard. But which one 
will top the nation’s festive 
chart? Featuring contribu¬ 
tions by artists, producers, 
video directors, composers 
and journalists, who reveal 
an insight into the creation of 
the songs and their accom¬ 
panying videos. (T) (R) 
10.00 Dirty Dancing (1987) 

A dance instructor at a 
1960s resort hotel fears 
his career will be jeopar¬ 
dised when his regular 
partner is forced to pull 
out of an important show 
the pair were due to per¬ 
form in. Luckily, a naive 
teenager is happy to step 
in, and is treated to a 
whirlwind holiday educa¬ 
tion on life, love and 
expressing herself. 
Romantic drama, starring 
Patrick Swayze, Jennifer 
Grey and Jerry Orbach. 
Including 5 News Update. 

(T) ★★★ 


12.05 FILM: Fragile (2005) Pre¬ 
miere. Horror, starring Calista Flock- 
hart. (T) ★★ 2.00 SuperCasino Live 
interactive gaming. 



Geoffrey Palmer as Vice Admiral Hamling alongside 
Suchet’s Poirot. 

Poirot back 
to rescue 
star Jamie 

POIROT: THE CLOCKS 

ITV1, 9pm 

C HRISTMAS wouldn’t be 
Christmas without a classic 
period drama to settle down 
to watch, so thank goodness David 
Suchet is returning as the famous 
Belgian detective Hercule Poirot. 

Alongside him will be Jaime Winstone, the 
pocket-sized offspring of Sexy Beast actor Ray. 

Best known for gritty films such as Kidulthood and Don¬ 
key Punch, Winstone’s thrown aside her usual urban garb 
in favour of elegant Thirties attire for the TV adaptation of 
Agatha Christie’s The Clocks. 

“I’m very much into my fashion so I loved having the 
chance to dress up in original vintage clothes from the 
1930s,” says the 26-year-old who’s dressed in purple Doc 
Martens, leggings and a bold print shirt. 

She reminds you of a cheeky pixie with her delicate elfin 
features, shock of bleached blonde hair and throaty cackle. 

“Everything was done to perfection so you instantly felt 
part of that era and I became very old-fashioned with my 
mannerisms. 

“I’d find myself going home after a day of filming and my 
boyfriend - photographer Tom Beard - would be like, 
‘You’re being very weird’ as I’d still be acting in character,” 
she says. 

Winstone plays Sheila Webb, a secretary who becomes the 
prime suspect when a man is found stabbed in a room in 
which four clocks are frozen at the time of 4.13. 

As a wall of evidence begins to build against Sheila, it’s 
left to Poirot to uncover the truth. 

“Sheila leapt out of the pages at me and not every script 
does that,” says Winstone. “She has this home girl essence 
but at the same time you’re not too sure about her. As the 
story unfolds, you find out that she doesn’t really have any¬ 
one and she’s been leading a bit of a double life.” 

Then she meets Lieutenant Colin Race (Tom Burke), who 
comes to her aid by getting in touch with his father’s friend 
Hercule Poirot. 

Vulnerable 

“There’s a connection between the two as both characters are 
vulnerable,” says Winstone. 

“Colin’s just lost a loved one and Sheila is longing for love. 
They kind of fit together like a puzzle and it becomes romantic. 
Even Poirot gets a bit silly.” 

Although she’s more of ‘a graphic novel kind of girl’ as far as 
detectives are concerned, Winstone says she’s been a lifelong 
Poirot fan. “My nan and grandad used to read the stories to me 
when I was young,” she says, adding that her father and uncle 
are huge Poirot obsessives. “They’ve even got the box sets,” she 
laughs. 

“That’s why when I got seen for the part of Sheila Webb I was 
like, ‘Oh my God, I just have to do this’. I thought my dad and 
uncle would be so proud.” 

As a fan of the Belgian detective, Winstone embraced the fact 
David Suchet remained in character when the cameras weren’t 
rolling. “He made an announcement at the read-through. He 
said, ‘I put on the moustache and I become the character. Please 
don’t be intimidated or feel as though you can’t come and talk 
to me’. So I just hung out with David most of the time, which 
was just so cool. I’d go and sit with Poirot for lunch and it would¬ 
n’t even be weird.” 

The actress still can’t quite believe she’s going to appear in a 
prime-time Boxing Day drama and says her friends and family 
are excited too. 

As is tradition, she plans to join the rest of the Winstone clan 
at the family home in Essex this Christmas. 

“It’s always massive and we have a Winstone party in the 
bar,” she says referring to the pub her parents built in the gar¬ 
den. As the daughter of one of the country’s leading actors, Win¬ 
stone grew up on film sets and says that stepping in front of the 
camera felt like a natural progression. 

Even so, she admits she never told her family that she wanted 
to become an actor. Instead she bunked off school for a month 
so she could shoot Kidulthood, about a day in the life of a group 
of troubled 15-year-olds growing up in west London. 

“When I watch Kidulthood now I’m like, ‘Oh my God’, but I 
went to school with girls like that and it’s scary what’s going on. 
To me it’s more important to show that than do a romcom about 
two people falling in love,” says Winstone. 

She’s also branching out into producing, having co-produced 
her first feature film, Elfie Hopkins And The Gammons, which 
she hopes will be released next year. 

She plays an aspiring young detective who stumbles into her 
first real case while investigating a mysterious new family 
who’ve moved into the neighbourhood. 

The film also features her father, the man she looks to for 
advice and inspiration. “If there’s a career to learn from it’s my 
dad’s really because he didn’t have an easy, breezy climb,” says 
Winstone. 

“It was tough but he stuck to what he liked and it’s got him 
to where he is now. It’s all about longevity, which is scary and it 
certainly doesn’t pay the bills sometimes, but it’s important to 
do something that shocks or moves people.” 
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Glamorous star Gillian Anderson is barely recognisable 
as the eerie Mrs Haversham. 


Expectations 
of greatness 
from Gillian 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS 

BBC1, 9pm 

A MOULDY wedding cake is 
perched upon a laid table 
and several dusty clocks are 
stopped in their tracks at 8.40. 

Onto the scene appears a white-haired, spec¬ 
tral figure treading the wooden floor in a rotting 
wedding dress and one shoe. 

The cracked lips break into a smile and a deathly 
white hand is extended to greet us. 

Hello - it’s Hollywood actress Gillian Anderson, 
doing a fine impression of Miss Havisham, the 
spurned bride of Charles Dickens’s novel Great 
Expectations, on the set of BBC One’s forthcoming 
three-part adaptation. 

The classic tale of love and loss is being screened this 
Christmas to mark the bicentenary of the author’s birth 
next year. It features an all-star cast including Poirot’s 
David Suchet and Beowulf actor Ray Winstone. 

Anderson, no stranger to Dickens after her Emmy and 
Bafta-nominated turn as Lady Dedlock in the BBC’s 2005 
adaptation of Bleak House, plays the lonely spinster who 
brings her life to a standstill the day she is jilted. It seems 
she’s really got under the character’s sun-starved skin. 

“Miss Havisham is disintegrating,” says Anderson, who 
manages to look striking under all the make-up. 

“I kept thinking, ‘What if she, like the house, starts to 
have mould growing on her?’ She hasn’t bathed for 18 years 
so I kept having images of that type of fungus which has 
frilly ends and I thought if we had that growing up my neck 
it could look amazing. But I think that suggestion went a bit 
too far.” 

Although the narrator of the book is young orphan Pip, 
played by Oscar Kennedy and then Douglas Booth in this 
new adaptation, it is Miss Havisham’s extreme reaction to 
loss which drew Anderson’s interest. 

Important 

“I found it fascinating that somebody can be so stalled in 
their emotional growth that this happens,” she says, point¬ 
ing at the decaying “house”. 

“And then there’s what is now known as the ‘Miss Hav¬ 
isham effect’. The theory that not only can people become 
addicted to loss and the pain of loss, but that there might be 
a chemical release.” 

Miss Havisham’s grief engulfs her to such an extent that 
she manipulates the lives of her adopted daughter Estella 
and Estella’s childhood playmate Pip. 

But it was important to Anderson that she didn’t portray 
the character as pure evil. 

“She’s represented as being bitter, resentful, angry - and 
it’s easy to get caught up in one note of that, so I guess I 
wanted to look more at the idea that those dark waters may 
run quite deep and we might only get a hint at what’s under¬ 
neath,” she says. 

Great Expectations has spawned many adaptations on 
stage and screen - the BBC is even making another version 
starring Helena Bonham Carter as Miss Havisham for cin¬ 
ematic release next year. Anderson is well aware of how fans 
of the book might respond. Especially as Great Expectations 
is the third big British literary adaptation she has starred 
in over the past 14 months (she played Wallis Simpson in an 
adaptation of William Boyd’s Any Human Heart and Mrs 
Castaway in Michel Faber’s The Crimson Petal And The 
White). 

Childhood 

She says: “Everybody who loves a book has an idea of how 
they see it. There’s a book I quite like which has been made 
into a film. 

“I keep seeing the trailer and I have such a negative feel¬ 
ing towards it just based on the trailer, so I get it, I under¬ 
stand. But you just have to jump in with both feet and hope 
people like it.” 

The Dickens tale is also another UK-based project for the 
American actress, who currently lives in London with her 
partner Mark Griffiths and her three children, and whose 
cut-glass English accent is down to her having lived in Eng¬ 
land for six years of her childhood. 

“People tend to take risks with me more over here than 
they do in the States. I’m not sure they know what to do 
with me over there, although there are two films I’m inter¬ 
ested in at the moment which would take me back there 
soon,” she says. 

But if she’s craving shoots where she gets to wear nice 
dresses rather than the rotting lace she’s forced to don 
today, she’s not showing it. 

“I don’t think of myself as a ‘glamorous Hollywood 
actress’ at all. 

“If I look at my roles, the majority have less to do 
with glamour and have more to do with some kind of 
human condition, a lot of sorrow and pain. I keep on 
getting cast as sad women looking out of windows.” 



DECEMBER 27 


BBC 1 


BBC 2 


Elliott visits Ukraine 
under false pretences, 
Holby City 8.00pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and busi¬ 
ness news. (C) 8.05 Match of the 
Day Gary Lineker presents high¬ 
lights of the Boxing Day Premier 
League fixtures. (C) (R) 9.40 FILM: 
The Road to El Dorado (2000) Ani¬ 
mated adventure. (C) ★★ 11.00 
FILM: Hotel for Dogs (2009) 
Emma Roberts and Jake T Austin. 
(C) ★★ 12.35 BBC News; Weather 
(C) 12.45 Regional News; 

Weather. (C) 12.50 EastEnders 
Omnibus. Masood and Zainabtry to 
put a stop to Yusefs plan and 
retrieve Kamil — but the crisis starts 
to rekindle their old passions. (C) 

2.50 Doctor Who The Time Lord 
helps a wartime widow and her chil¬ 
dren realise their dreams. (C) (R) 

3.50 FILM: Bedtime Stories 
(2008) Fantasy comedy. (C) ★★ 
5.20 BBC News; Weather. (C) 5.30 
Midlands Today; Weather. (C) 5.35 
Celebrity Mastermind New series. 
With Jay Rayner, OJ Borg, Simon 
Calder and Antony Costa. (C) 


Off to America, Three Men 
go to New England, on at 
9.00pm 

6.00 CBeebies 7.00 CBBC 9.15 
FILM: Camp Rock (2008) Roman¬ 
tic teen musical. (C) ★★ 10.45 
Madagascar David Attenborough 
narrates the story of the island’s 
wildlife. (C) (R) 11.45 Yellowstone 
Wildlife inhabiting the American 
national park. (C) (R) 12.45 Live 
Horse Racing Clare Balding pres¬ 
ents coverage of four of today’s 
races at Chepstow. (C) 3.05 Watch¬ 
ing the Wild: Cornish Seals 
Searching for seal pups near Land’s 
End. (C) (R) 3.15 Coast Neil Oliver 
explores Brittany where he meets a 
lighthouse keeper, Nick Crane joins 
onion sellers, and Alice Roberts 
reveals the origins of iodine. (C) (R) 
4.15 Flog It! Will Axon and Eliza¬ 
beth Talbot value items in Clacton- 
on-Sea, Essex. (C) 5.00 Escape to 
the Country The series’ best prop¬ 
erties in Devon. (C) (R) 5.45 
Antiques Road Trip Mark Stacey 
and Charlie Ross search for antique 
treasures in Cheshire. (C) (R) 


Charlotte and Gethin in 
The Adventurer’s Guide 
to Britain, 7.30pm 

5.55 ITV Morning News (T) 6.00 
CITV 7.05 FILM: The Prince and 
the Pauper (1977) Period drama, 
with Oliver Reed and Mark Lester. (T) 
★★ 9.25 FILM: King Ralph (1991) 
Comedy, starring John Goodman, 
Peter O’Toole and John Hurt. (T) ★★ 
11.15 ITV News and Weather; 
Weather. (T) 11.30 FILM: From 
Time to Time (2009) Fantasy, with 
Alex Etel, Maggie Smith and Timo¬ 
thy Spall. (T) ★★ 1.20 FILM: Cats & 
Dogs (2001 ) A power-mad cat plans 
to take over the world, but a heroic 
puppy joins a force of canine secret 
agents to foil his schemes. (T) ★★ 
3.00 All Star Family Fortunes 
Christmas Special With teams from 
The Only Way Is Essex and 
Benidorm. (T) (R) 4.00 You’ve Been 
Framed! A dive-bombing baptism 
and a dog that eats gas bills. (T) (R) 
4.30 FILM: The Mummy: Tomb of 
the Dragon Emperor (2008) Fan¬ 
tasy adventure sequel. (T) ★★ 


New series of the comical 
Big Bang Theory, on 

at 10.40am 

5.55 Brothers & Sisters (T) (R) 6.40 
Sali Mali (R) 6.45 The Treacle Peo¬ 
ple (R) 6.55 The Hoobs (T) (R) 7.20 
Famous Fred Animation about a 
singing cat, with the voice of Lenny 
Henry. (T) (R) 7.50 Little Wolf’s 
Book of Badness (T) (R) 8.15 Per¬ 
fect Couples (T) 8.40 Everybody 
Loves Raymond (T) (R) 9.10 Every¬ 
body Loves Raymond (T) (R) 9.40 
Frasier (T) (R) 10.10 Frasier (T) (R) 
10.40 The Big Bang Theory New 
series. (T) 11.05 The Big Bang The¬ 
ory Amy iT) 11.30 The Simpsons 
With the voice of Ricky Gervais. (T) 
(R) 12.00 The Simpsons (T) (R) 
12.30 FILM: Five Children and It 
(2004) Children’s fantasy. (T) ★★ 
2.15 FILM: Penelope (2006) Pre¬ 
miere. Romantic fantasy, starring 
Christina Ricci. (T) ★ 4.00 Deal or 
No Deal: Deal Panto (T) 5.00 
Christmas Coach Trip (T) 5.30 
Celebrity Come Dine with Me 
Extra Portions (T) (R) 


Entertainment for the 
children, Milkshake! 
on at 6.00am 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Thunder- 
Cats Lion-0 helps a group of ele¬ 
phants recover their crops. (T) 
10.35 Meerkat Manor Two young¬ 
sters are left in charge. (T) (R) 
11.05 Animal Rescue Squad Fifty 
brown pelicans take a flying test in 
Florida. (T) (R) 11.20 World’s 
Strongest Man 2011: Qualifiers 
The fourth and final qualifying 
round held in Poltava, Ukraine. (T) 
(R) 12.25 5 News Lunchtime The 
day’s headlines. (T) 12.35 FILM: 
Crazy for Christmas (2005) Fam¬ 
ily drama, starring Andrea Roth. (T) 
★ ★ 2.25 FILM: I Saw Mommy 
Kissing Santa Claus (2002) Fam¬ 
ily comedy, starring Connie Sell- 
ecca. (T) ★ 4.10 FILM: Twice Upon 
a Time (1998) Fantasy drama, star¬ 
ring Molly Ringwald. (T) ★★ 5.50 
FILM: Little Women (1994) Period 
drama, starring Winona Ryder (T); 
★★★ 5 News Update. 
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6.30 Central Tonight; Weather. 

(T) 

6.45 ITV News and Weather 

CO 

7.00 Emmerdale Cameron’s 
anger boils over when Deb¬ 
bie informs him of her plan . 
Zak is furious to see Belle 
kissing Sean, and Marlon 
agrees to a night out with 
Rachel. (T) 

7.30 The Adventurer’s Guide 
to Britain A visit to Exmoor 
sees Charlotte Uhlenbroek 
experiencing a once-in-a- 
lifetime encounter with the 
area’s wild ponies, while 
Gethin Jones scales a 100- 
year-old oak tree as he gets 
to grips with a new sport. (T) 

8.00 Susan Boyle: An 
Unlikely Superstar Film¬ 
maker Osca Humphreys fol¬ 
lows the day-to-day life of the 
singer, from the recording 
studio to a stadium gig in 
Shanghai, and asks how she 
is coping with her fame and 
fortune. (T) (R) 

9.00 Fast Freddie, the Widow 

and Me Lewis star Lau¬ 
rence Fox drops his nice-guy 
persona to play brash, 
wealthy, narrow-minded lux¬ 
ury-car dealer Jonathan, 
who is found guilty of drink¬ 
driving and served with an 
order to spend the run-up to 
Christmas helping out at a 
support organisation for 
troubled young adults. (T) 

10.30 King Kong (2005) A 
maverick film-maker and 
his cast and crew board a 
ship bound for a mysteri¬ 
ous island—but when they 
arrive, a giant gorilla carries 
off their leading lady. Sar- 
ring Naomi Watts, Jack 
Black, Andy Serkis and 
Adrien Brody (T) ★★★ 

11.30 ITV News and Weather; 

Weather. (T) 

11.45 King Kong (2005) 

Concluded. (T) ★★★ 


6.00 The Simpsons (T) (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks Texas and Jodie 
try to deal with the fallout of 
the previous day’s events, 
Joel wonders whether he 
should leave the village, and 
Mercedes questions her par¬ 
enting skills. (T) 

7.00 Channel 4 News Including 
sport and weather. (T) 

7.25 4thought.tv Christian hip- 
hop artist Lindsay West 
explains how he enjoys a per¬ 
sonal relationship with God 
through his music and why 
Christmas is all about cele¬ 
brating the gift of Jesus’s 
birth. (T) 

7.30 Come Dine with Me: 
Celebrity Christmas 
Special Former Big Brother 
contestant Nick Bateman 
hosts the second dinner 
party for Bianca Gascoigne, 
Linda Nolan, Danny Young 
and Colin Baker. (T) 

8.00 Big Fat Gypsy Christ¬ 
mas One-off special follow¬ 
ing the Irish travelling 
community during the festive 
season, featuring their Yule- 
tide preparations for 2010, as 
well as two typically extrava¬ 
gant weddings and a First 
Communion ceremony. (T) 

(R) 

9.00 Big Fat Quiz of the Year 

2011 Jimmy Carr tests a 
panel of celebrities on their 
knowledge of events in 2011, 
with question setters includ¬ 
ing Ian McKellen, Will Ferrell, 
Ricky Gervais, Sacha Baron 
Cohen, Bono and Quentin 
Tarantino. The contestants 
will be quizzed on events 
such as Charlie Sheen leav¬ 
ing Two and a Half Men, Ryan 
Giggs’ super-injunction and 
the select committee on 
phone-hacking. (T) 

11.05 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special With 
Ruth Jones, David Walliams, 
Jedward and Steps. (T) (R) 


6.05 Shrek the Third 

(2007) Animated com¬ 
edy with the voices of 
Mike Myers, Cameron 
Diaz, Justin Timberlake, 
Eddie Murphy Antonio 
Banderas and Rupert 
Everett. (C) ★★ 

7.30 EastEnders Michael 
offers to help Pat get rid of 
Derek — but when the ex¬ 
convict realises what they 
are up to, he provides a ter¬ 
rifying reminder of how ruth¬ 
less he can be. (C) 

8.00 Holby City Elliott visit 
Ukraine to give a lecture to a 
group of students, but is 
shocked to learn he has 
actually been lured to Kiev 
to perform a dangerous 
heart operation. (C) 

9.00 Great Expectations New 
series. Ray Winstone and 
Douglas Booth star in this 
three-part dramatisation of 
the Dickens novel about an 
orphan’s rise through high 
society with the assistance 
of a mysterious benefactor. 
With David Suchet, Gillian 
Anderson, Mark Addy and 
Claire Rushbrook.(C) 
10.00 BBC News (C) 

10.10 Regional News; (C) 
Weather; National Lottery 
Update (C) 

10.15 John Bishop’s Britain 
Christmas Special The 

Liverpudlian comedian puts 
a festive spin on his light¬ 
hearted series as he invites 
a Manchester theatre audi¬ 
ence to join him in celebrat¬ 
ing British themes. (C) 

10.45 Tropic Thunder 
(2008) Comedy, 
directed by and starring 
Ben Stiller, with Jack 
Black, Steve Coogan 
and, in an Oscar-nomi¬ 
nated role, Robert 
Downey Jr. (C) ★★★ 


12.25 FILM: The Heartbreak Kid 
(2007) Romantic comedy (C) ★★ 
2.15 Weatherview (C) 2.20 Sign 
Zone: Frozen Planet (C) (R) 


6.30 Christmas University 
Challenge Jeremy Pax- 
man presents the final of the 
festive contest which sees 
famous alumni compete on 
behalf of theirformer univer¬ 
sities. (C) 

7.00 Hi-de-Hi! Starring Su Pol¬ 
lard, Simon Cadell, Ruth 
Madoc, Paul Shane and Jef¬ 
frey Holland. Being shown 
as a tribute to David Croft. 
(C) (R) 

7.30 Dad’s Army Classic com¬ 
edy starring Arthur Lowe 
and John Le Mesurier. 
Being shown as a tribute to 
David Croft. (C) (R) 

8.00 You Have Been Watch¬ 
ing — David Croft This 
documentary pays tribute 
to the screenwriter, with 
contributions from friends, 
family and colleagues and 
clips from many of his 
shows. (C) 

9.00 Three Men Go to New 
England Rory McGrath, 
Griff Rhys Jones and Dara 
O Briain embark on their 
seventh boat-based voy¬ 
age, taking in some of 
America’s most historic 
locations as they travel from 
New England to New York. 
Concludes tomorrow. (C) 

10.00 Have I Got News for 
You Alexander Armstrong 
hosts the satirical current 
affairs quiz. (C) (R) 

10.30 I’ve Never Seen Star 
Wars Jo Brand hosts a 
spin-off of the Radio 4 show, 
inviting Ql presenter 
Stephen Fry to try cultural 
experiences he has previ¬ 
ously avoided. (C) 

11.00 Mock the Week High¬ 
lights from the recent 
series, hosted by Dara O 
Briain. (C) (R) 

11.30 The Toys That Made 
Christmas A look back at 
playthings of the past. (C) 
(R) 


1.00 The Grumpy Guide to Work 

Cynical celebrities discuss the 
world of work. (C) (R) 1.30 FILM: I 
Walked with a Zombie (1943) 


2.10 Premiership Rugby Union 

Martin Bayfield presents highlights 
of the latest top-flight fixtures; ITV 
News Headlines. 


12.10 Comedy Lab: Mr & Mrs Hotty 
Hott Hot Show (T) 12.40 Random 
Acts (T) 12.45 UK & Ireland Poker 
Tour (T) 


8.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2011 James Richardson 
and Caroline Pearce pres¬ 
ent all the action from the 
opening heat of the ever- 
popular finals, taking place 
at Wingate University in 
North Carolina, where 
Britain’s Mark Felix is 
among the six competitors 
aiming to progress. Two of 
the strongmen will move 
through to the final, and 
Felix is up against the highly 
fancied American Brian 
Shaw; (T) 5 News at 9 
9.00 Carry On Christmas 
First in an evening of Carry 
On programmes celebrat¬ 
ing the popular comedy film 
series. The gang’s first TV 
special, originally broad¬ 
cast in 1969, which consists 
of a series of sketches 
based on classic festive 
story A Christmas Carol — 
with supporting characters 
including Frankenstein’s 
monster and Dracula. Sid 
James heads the cast as 
Scrooge, with grat support 
from Barbara Windsor, 
Frankie Howerd, Charles 
Hawtrey, Hattie Jacques, 
Bernard Bresslaw, Terry 
Scott and Peter Butter- 
worth. (T) (R) 

10.05 The Greatest Ever 
Carry On Films A run¬ 
down of the most memo¬ 
rable moments from the 
classic comedy film series, 
including Barbara Wind¬ 
sor’s flying bikini from Carry 
On Camping, Sid James’ 
famous suggestive laugh, 
and Kenneth Williams’ 
‘infamy’ line from Carry On 
Cleo. (T) 

11.05 Cor, Blimey! Drama 
based on the real-life affair 
between Carry On stalwarts 
Sid James and Barbara 
Windsor. (T) (R) 


1.15 SuperCasino Live interactive 
gaming. 3.55 Meals in Moments (T) 
(R) 4.05 The Gadget Show Christ¬ 
mas Eve Special 
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DECEMBER 28 


BBC 1 


BBC 2 ■ ITV 1 



five 



6.00 Breakfast (C) 9.00 FILM: Spy 
Kids 2: Island of Lost Dreams 
(2002) Family adventure sequel. 
(C) ★★★ 10.35 FILM: High School 
Musical 2 (2007) Musical sequel, 
with Zac Efron and Vanessa Hud¬ 
gens. (C) ★★ 12.20 BBC News; 
Weather (C) 12.30 Regional 
News; Weather. (C) 12.35 Only 
Fools and Horses Del becomes a 
showbiz entrepreneur after discov¬ 
ering a sensational Tom Jones-style 
singer — but it turns out he is not all 
he is cracked up to be. (C) (R) 1.25 
The Two Ronnies Christmas 
Sketchbook The duo’s favourite 
songs and sketches from their fes¬ 
tive shows. (C) (R) 2.30 FILM: Shall 
We Dance? (2004) Romantic com¬ 
edy, starring Richard Gere and 
Susan Sarandon. (C) ★★ 4.05 
FILM: Bedknobs and Broom¬ 
sticks (1971) Disney part-animated 
musical fantasy, starring Angela 
Lansbury and David Tomlinson. (C) 
★★ 


6.00 CBeebies 7.00 CBBC 9.00 
FILM: The Country Bears (2002) 

Children’s musical adventure, with 
the voice of Haley Joel Osment. (C) 
★★ 10.25 Madagascar The wildlife 
of the narrow band of mountains 
and rainforest on the island’s east 
coast.(C) (R) 11.25 Yellowstone 
Summer returns. (C) (R) 12.25 The 
Many Faces of Michael Caine The 
actor reminisces about his movie 
career, which has spanned more 
than 50 years. (C) (R) 1.25 FILM: 
The Man Who Would Be King 
(1975) Period adventure, starring 
Sean Connery and Michael Caine. 
(C) ★★★★ 3.30 Flog It! Will Axon 
and Kate Bateman search for treas¬ 
ures in the nautical town of Cowes 
on the Isle of Wigh. (C) (R) 4.30 
Escape to the Country Jules Hud¬ 
son helps a couple returning from 
Spain find a home in Devon. (C) (R) 

5.30 Antiques Road Trip The 
antiques experts travel from Chester 
to the Wirral Peninsula. (C) (R) 


5.55 ITV Morning News (T) 6.00 
CITV 7.35 FILM: K-9 (1989)Com- 

edy, starring James Belushi, Mel 
Harris and Ed O’Neill. ★★ 9.25 
Countrywise at Christmas The 
team visits Cornwall in a festive edi¬ 
tion of the programme. (T) (R) 10.25 
FILM: The Great St Trinian’s Train 
Robbery (1966) Comedy, with 
Frankie Howerd and Dora Bryan. (T) 
★★ 12.05 All Star Family Fortunes 
Teams from This Morning and 
Emmerdale compete. (T) (R) 1.05 
ITV News and Weather; Weather. 
(T) 1.30 Grease: After They Were 
Famous Stars including John Tra¬ 
volta, Olivia Newton-John and Didi 
Conn recall the making of the 1978 
musical. (T) (R) 2.35 Midsomer 
Murders Barnaby investigates a 
dubious land deal in Brighton. (T) 
(R) 4.30 Lewis The inspector and 
his sidekick DS Hathaway investi¬ 
gate the murder of a talented maths 
student, and the prime suspect is 
the victim’s ex-boyfriend. (T) (R) 


6.10 Treacle People Christmas 
Special (T) (R) 6.30 The Hoobs (T) 
(R) 6.55 The Hoobs (T) (R) 7.20 
Wilde Stories Animated version of 
The Nightingale and the Rose. (T) 
(R) 7.50 Perfect Couples (T) 8.15 
Everybody Loves Raymond (T) (R) 
8.45 Everybody Loves Raymond 
(T) (R) 9.15 Frasier (T) (R) 9.45 The 
Big Bang Theory (T) 10.15 The Big 
Bang Theory (T) 10.45 The Simp¬ 
sons (T) (R) 11.15 The Simpsons 
(T) (R) 11.45 FILM: Firehouse Dog 
(2007) Premiere. Family comedy, 
starring Josh Hutcherson. (T) ★★ 
1.50 FILM: Star Trek: First Contact 
(1996) Sci-fi adventure, starring 
Patrick Stewart. (T) ★★★ 4.00 Deal 
or No Deal: Deal Panto Noel 
Edmonds hosts a pantomime edi¬ 
tion of the game show. (T) 5.00 
Christmas Coach Trip The tourists 
are underwhelmed by flying disc 
golf. (T) 5.30 Celebrity Come Dine 
with Me Extra Portions (T) (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Thunder- 
Cats (T) 10.35 Mickey’s Delayed 
Date (T) 10.40 Meerkat Manor (T) 
(R) 11.10 World’s Strongest Man 
2011 Action from the opening heat 
of the finals. (T) (R) 12.10 5 News 
Lunchtime (T) 12.15 FILM: Apache 
Drums (1951) A gunslinging gam¬ 
bler joins forces with a group of set¬ 
tlers determined to fend off a series 
of Apache attacks. Western, starring 
Stephen McNally, Willard Parker and 
Coleen Gray. (T) ★★ 1.50 FILM: Six 
Black Horses (1962) A tough fron¬ 
tier woman hires two trackers to help 
find her missing husband — but is 
not telling them the whole truth. 
Western, starring Joan O’Brien, 
Audie Murphy and Dan Duryea. (T) 
★★ 3.25 FILM: Custer of the West 
(1967) Historical biopic about the 
life of the controversial American 
cavalry commander who met his 
end at the Battle of the Little Bighorn. 
With Robert Shaw, Mary Ure and Jef¬ 
frey Hunter. (T) ★★ 



6.00 BBC News; Weather. (C) 

6.20 Midlands Today; 

Weather. (C) 

6.30 Celebrity Mastermind 

Stacey Solomon, Sophie 
Grigson, Simon Day and 
Steve Harley answers ques¬ 
tions. C) 

7.00 Frozen Planet Christ¬ 
mas Special Highlights of 
the recent series in which 
David Attenborough takes 
viewers on a spectacular 
journey through the polar 
year, from the depths of win¬ 
ter to the melting world of 
the summer. (C) 

8.00 Countryfile Ellie Harrison 
visits the property formerly 
owned by the reclusive and 
philanthropic Ernest Cook 
in Gloucestershire, and 
finds out about the legacy 
he left there. Julia Bradbury 
explores the racing heritage 
of the Goodwood estate in 
West Sussex, while Adam 
Henson journeys to Castle 
Howard in North Yorkshire 
to meet tenant farmers who 
have been working there for 
four generations. (C) 

9.00 Great Expectations With 
Douglas Booth, Harry Lloyd 
and Gillian Anderson. Con¬ 
cludes tomorrow. (C) 

10.00 BBC News (C) 

10.10 Regional News; Weather. 
(C) 

10.20 The National Lottery 
Wednesday Night 
Draws (C) 

10.30 Comic Relief 2011: 
What a Cracker Comedy 
highlights from the event, 
and reports on how the 
money raised has been 
used to help people. 
Michael McIntyre sets out to 
thank as many people as 
possible for their fundrais¬ 
ing efforts and Dermot 
O’Leary head to Africa to 
find out how some of the 
record sum of £108million 
has been spent. (C) 


12.00 FILM: It’s a Boy Girl Thing 
(2006) Romantic comedy. (C) ★★ 
1.25 Weatherview (C) 1.30 Sign 
Zone: Great Expectations 


6.15 Porridge Festive edition of 
the classic comedy from 
1976, starring Ronnie 
Barker and Richard Beckin- 
sale. (C) (R) 

7.00 Sir Jimmy Savile at the 
BBC: How’s About That 
Then? Footage from the 
BBC archive of the DJ and 
broadcaster, who died in 
October. Featuring his 
appearances on long-run¬ 
ning chart show Top of the 
Pops as well as rarely seen 
material from Clunk Click, 
the Saturday night enter¬ 
tainment programme which 
eventually made way for his 
series Jim’ll Fix It. (C) 

8.00 Top Gear In this year’s Top 
Gear special, Jeremy Clark¬ 
son, Richard Hammond 
and James May set out to 
boost the British economy 
by embarking on a trade 
mission to India. Equipped 
with three old British cars 
and a range of uniquely 
British products, they set off 
on an epic road trip , devot¬ 
edly promoting Britain with 
distinctly mixed results. (C) 

9.30 Three Men Go to New 
England Rory McGrath, 
Griff Rhys Jones and Dara 
0 Briain try their hands at 
sports fishing on their way 
to Cape Cod, and find them¬ 
selves encountering a 
whale. Bad weather causes 
doubts to set in about their 
ability to persuade any 
boats to come with them to 
New York Harbour. (C) 

10.30 Dara 0 Briain: This Is 
the Show The comedian 
performs a stand-up set in 
2010, recorded at the Ham¬ 
mersmith Apollo. He mixes 
off-the-cuff audience inter¬ 
action with prepared mate¬ 
rial, before ending with a 
star-studded finale. (C) 

11.30 Sir Jimmy Savile: As It 
Happened A tribute to the 
DJ and fundraiser. (C) (R) 


12.00 Ql Stephen Fry is joined by 
Nina Conti, Sean Lock, Bill Bailey 
and panellist Alan Davies. (C) (R) 

12.30 Being Ronnie Corbett 


6.30 Central Tonight; Weather. 

(T) 

6.45 ITV News and Weather 

CO 

7.00 Emmerdale Jai is arrested 
and charged with attempted 
murder on the day Cain 
returns to the village. Han¬ 
nah talks to John about his 
wedding anniversary, but is 
shocked by his response. (T) 

7.30 Countrywise Kitchen: 
New Year Festive Feasts 
A guide to winter ingredients 
ideal for entertaining friends 
and family. Paul Heiney 
returns to London’s Borough 
Market searching for 
unusual items to give his fes¬ 
tive dishes a unique flavour, 
and Mike Robinson visits a 
working country estate. (T) 

8.00 Ad of the Year A count¬ 
down of the 20 best TV com¬ 
mercials of2011,as voted for 
by viewers, featuring inter¬ 
views with the creators and 
stars of some of the short¬ 
listed adverts. (T) 

9.00 It’ll Be Alright on the 
Night Griff Rhys Jones pres¬ 
ents a collection of hilarious 
out-takes featuring stars 
including Ant and Dec, This 
Morning’s Holly Willoughby 
and Phillip Schofield, Harry 
Hill and Bradley Walsh. Also 
rescued from the cutting- 
room floor are unscripted 
moments from Doc Martin, 
Celebrity Juice, Come Dine 
with Me and many others. (T) 
10.00 ITV News at Ten and 
Weather; Weather. (T) 

10.15 Benidorm Following her 
beach wedding disaster , 
Madge hitches a ride with an 
eccentric Spanish criminal, 
who takes her and Janice 
captive and holds them 
hostage at the Solana resort. 
Mick and Mel, however, are 
determined to rescue their 
other halves. (T) (R) 

11.20 The Jonathan Ross 
Show (T) (R) 


1 2.30 The Zone Shopping and inter¬ 
active gaming; ITV News Headlines. 

2.30 FILM: Village of the Damned 
(1995) Sci-fi thriller remake. 


6.00 The Simpsons (T) (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks The gulf in 
Theresa and Will’s relation¬ 
ship widens as the students 
prepare to visit Barney’s 
home.(T) 

7.00 Channel 4 News Including 
sport and weather. (T) 

7.25 4thought. tv Eighteen-year- 
old Nathanael Watchorn dis¬ 
cusses his Christian faith. (T) 

7.30 Come Dine with Me: 
Celebrity Christmas 
Special Bianca Gascoigne 
hosts a Snow White-themed 
dinner party on the third 
night, complete with enter¬ 
tainment featuring seven 
dwarfs. (T) 

8.00 Jon Snow’s 2011 The 

broadcaster’s pick of the 
year’s major news stories. (T) 

9.00 The Untold Tommy 
Cooper Tribute to the 
much-loved funnyman who 
carved a career out of 
appearing to be an incompe¬ 
tent magician and endeared 
himself to millions. Drawing 
on details from the diaries of 
his manager Miff Ferrie, the 
programme features previ¬ 
ously unheard audio and 
unseen archive footage from 
Cooper’s personal and pro¬ 
fessional life. (T) 

10.35 Felix and Murdo Simon 
Nye’s one-off comedy set in 
Edwardian London, in which 
two friends indulge in drink 
and drug-fuelled antics while 
competing in the 1908 
Olympic Games. Among the 
pair’s problems is that they 
have had no training whatso¬ 
ever. Alexander Armstrong 
and Ben Miller star. (T) 

11.10 The Armstrong & Miller 
Show — Best Bits High¬ 
lights of the duo’s Channel 4 
comedy sketch show. (T) 

11.40 Ben Elton: Laughing at 
the 80s The writer show¬ 
cases the decade’s most sig¬ 
nificant comedy moments. 
01 


1.35 Random Acts (T) 1.40 Music 
on 4: Live from Abbey Road (T) 
2.25 Music on 4: Taio Cruz: Life of 
a Rockstar (T) (R) 


6.10 The Witches of Oz Part 
one of two. Fantasy adven¬ 
ture starring Paulie Rojas as 
Dorothy Gale, an author of 
children’s books based on 
the land of Oz created by her 
grandfather.Also starring 
Billy Boyd, Eliza Swenson, 
Lance Henriksen and 
Christopher Lloyd. Con¬ 
cludes tomorrow; (T) 

8.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2011 James Richardson 
and Caroline Pearce present 
all the action from heat two of 
the finals at Wingate Univer¬ 
sity in North Carolina. British 
competitor Laurence 
Shahlaei set a new strong¬ 
man world record for the 
deadlift in the Giants Live 
qualifying series, and now he 
takes on five competitors in 
tests including the squat lift, 
truck pull, giant dumbbell 
press and Atlas stones; (T) 5 
News at 9 

9.00 Ben Hur New governor of 
Judea Octavius Messala 
arrives in the region and 
meets his estranged friend 
Judah Ben-Hur, a Jewish 
prince and merchant in first- 
century Jerusalem. Their dif¬ 
fering political views over 
local dissent lead to a bitter 
quarrel, and Messala uses 
the pretext of an accident to 
sell the trader into slavery. 
Years later, the outcast wins 
his freedom by saving the life 
of an admiral and is deter¬ 
mined to exact revenge on 
his return home, seeking jus¬ 
tice in a battle to the death 
during a chariot race. Histor¬ 
ical drama based on Lew 
Wallace’s novel Ben-Hur: A 
Tale of the Christ, starring 
Joseph Morgan, Stephen 
Campbell Moore, Ray Win- 
stone, Emily VanCamp, 
Kristin Kreuk and Hugh Bon¬ 
neville. Including 5 News 
Update. (T) 


12.30 Poker: The Big Game Top 

amateur players compete against 
professionals. (T) 1.30 Super- 
Casino Live interactive gaming. 



Sum of the parts - individually successful, but perhaps 
best-loved as a comedy duo 


Armstrong 
and Miller 
at it again 

FELIX AND MURDO 

Channel 4, 10.35pm 

N EW Year is fast approaching 
and Alexander Armstrong 
and Ben Miller are looking 
forward to the Olympics. Well, the 
1908 version. 

It’s the event which provides the backdrop for 
their latest one-off comedy Felix And Murdo, 
being shown on Channel 4 this Christmas, and 
took place during an era in which the duo 
believe they would have been perfectly suited. 

“If ever there were two people born to play Edwardian 
throwbacks it’s me and Alexander Armstrong,” says 45- 
year-old Miller, laughing. 

He stars as Felix, a man-about-town who finally agrees to 
settle down and marry his fiancee. Or at least he does until 
his best friend Murdo (Armstrong) points out that the wed¬ 
ding clashes with their planned trip to Paris to see the pair’s 
favourite music hall act. 

Meanwhile, Murdo has romantic problems of his own as 
he enters the Olympics in a bid to impress Felix’s sister. 

For Armstrong and Miller, who are famous for their self- 
titled sketch show, the setting is a big part of the humour. 

“It’s set in that sort of Downton Abbey period, which I 
think was an inherently funny time,” says Armstrong, 41. 

“The Edwardian British must have been insufferable as 
they really did think they had it all. And just around the cor¬ 
ner was the First World War, when it was all about to come 
crashing down around their shoulders.” 

Miller believes our current fascination with the Edwar- 
dians may also be fuelled by a sense that their period in his¬ 
tory reflects our own. “It really was the golden period of 
England,” he said. 

“They had many of the trappings of modern life and 
devices that we have now - the very first prototypes had just 
been invented - but they had no idea of the horrors that 
were just around the corner.” 

Parallels 

However, as Miller points out, one shouldn’t get too car¬ 
ried away looking for striking cultural parallels in their 
work. “Downton Abbey is a social document - Felix And 
Murdo is just stupid,” he says. “What we loved about it was 
how much fun it was and how suited we were to it.” 

Armstrong adds of Simon Nye’s script: “It’s ridiculously 
silly, but it’s very funny.” 

The pair are clearly in the mood for a laugh - perhaps 
because 2011 has been such a busy time for them. 

Armstrong has been hosting game shows Pointless and 
Epic Win, and also found time to appear in this year’s Doctor 
Who Christmas special. 

“I can’t tell you a great deal about it, but I can tell you 
that I play a Second World War pilot who goes missing flying 
back from a mission over the Channel,” her says. 

When it airs on Christmas Day, the actor and presenter 
should be taking a well-earned break with his wife and three 
children. 

“We’re going to run to the hills and hunker down. We’ll 
get out of London as soon as I stop working, which is some¬ 
thing like December 18, and stay out until New Year. 

“Last winter was very cold and very snowy, and we didn’t 
have things like toboggans and sledges for the children, but 
forewarned is forearmed and this year we’ve got it all. So 
bring on the snow!” 

However, escape is not an option for Miller, who recently 
starred in BBC One’s Caribbean detective drama Death In 
Paradise, and can currently be found in the West End, 
appearing in The Ladykillers. 

“I signed up for the play, and I was talking to my partner 
and she said ‘What shall we do for Christmas?’ I said ‘I don’t 
know, but I imagine I get a couple of weeks’ holiday.’ 

“Then I looked at the website for the Gielgud Theatre and 
it said I get Christmas Day off - and that’s it! And it’s the 
same for New Year. Two days off, it’s extraordinary.” 

But he has been able to negotiate one other break for a 
special delivery. “We’re also expecting a baby around about 
Christmas. 

“They’ve said I can have a night off when the baby comes, 
because I really want to be there for the birth, but that’s it. ” 
And depending on the reception for Felix And Murdo, 
2012 could be equally busy, as the pair are both keen for the 
one-off to become a fully-fledged sitcom. 

“Our necks are on the block just like everybody else’s - 
you just don’t know how it’s going to go,” says Miller. 

“It all depends on what the audience think of it - 
it’s in their hands. But we’d he delighted to do a 
series. ” 
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Enter the dragon - Hilary made an instant impression 
when she joined the BBC series. 


Dragon tells 
her amazing 
life story 


DRAGONS’ DEN - THE HILARY DEVEY 
STORY 

BBC2, 8pm 


W ITH last year’s departure of 
James Caan, a vacancy 
arose in 2011 on the Drag¬ 
ons’ Den panel. And in stepped 
Hilary Devey, with her Dynasty¬ 
sized shoulder pads, to fill the void. 


This hour-long documentary charts the life 
story of the entrepreneur as she returns to her 
roots in Bolton, where she left school aged 16 to 
establish a career in the haulage industry 
before launching a worldwide business from an 
aircraft hangar. 

She also tells how she suffered a life-threatening stroke 
and reveals how her first Den investments are doing. 

Turned down for a bank loan in 1995, Hilary chose to sell 
her house and car to finance her own business. She has since 
become one of Britain’s most inspiring and successful busi¬ 
nesswomen. 

Pulling pints in her father’s pub after school, Hilary 
began working from an early age. She left Bolton Grammar 
at 16 with aspirations to become an air traffic controller 
with the Women’s Royal Air Force, but this was one dream 


she didn’t fulfil. 


Instead, aged 20 and with no formal training, Hilary went 
to work as a sales clerk in the offices of a distribution com¬ 
pany. It was here that she went on to gain a wealth of expe¬ 
rience, working her way up in the logistics industry at 
Tibbett and Britten, and as sales director at Scorpio Logis¬ 
tics. She then spent seven years as national sales manager 
at TNT before leaving to set up her own business. 

During this time she had to tackle incredible odds and 
face untold hardships. Bankers refused to back her pro¬ 
posed venture and she was forced to sell her house and 
downgrade her car to fund her start-up. 

In 1996, in a disused RAF hangar, Pall-Ex was born; back 
then it was a one truck, one woman, pallet exchange busi¬ 
ness. She initially signed up 35 haulier members, enabling 
Hilary to cover the length and breadth of the UK. 

Now her multi-million pound empire distributes up to 
9,000 pallets a day from its central hub in Leicestershire. It 
was a revolutionary concept that has since become an indus¬ 
try norm. Today she has set her sights on even bigger goals 
and as CEO is currently overseeing Pall-Ex’s pan-European 
expansion. 

Hilary has a portfolio of other business investments, but 
having made her mark in what traditionally might be seen 
as a male dominated industry, she is passionate about 
encouraging other women into the type of jobs they might 
not believe they are capable of doing. 

History 

She has gone on to win numerous awards, including the 
Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year in 2007 and the 
British Chamber of Commerce Entrepreneur of the Year in 
2008. 


In 2009 Hilary made history as the first ever woman to be 
presented with the Chartered Institute of Logistics & Trans¬ 
port’s most prestigious accolade, The Sir Robert Lawrence 
Award. 

As with all the Dragons, Hilary supports numerous chari¬ 
ties. The Princess Royal Trust for Carers and The Stroke 
Association are two that are particularly important to her, but 
she has also set up the innovative ‘Penny a Pallet’ scheme, 
which donates money to her chosen charities on an ongoing 
basis. 

Things that interest her, she says, are politics, philanthropy, 
social issues, animals and business. Is there anything she 
wouldn’t invest in? “I wouldn’t alienate anything. It depends 
on product, place, people and time. 

“The best advice I have been given is to take the compassion 
out of the commercial decision; put compassion back in once 
the commercial decision has been made.” 

And of her role in Dragons’ Den, Hilary says: “At a time 
when the banks are failing to invest in British small busi¬ 
nesses, I am proud to be able to do my part to support the next 
generation of UK entrepreneurs. 

“In order to set-up Pall-Ex in the mid-90s, I had to sell my 
house and car to get the start-up capital necessary to fulfil my 
business ambitions, as none of the banks appreciated my 
potential. I would have loved the opportunity to have stood 
before the Dragons, and I remember my own experiences and 
the realities of running a business today, when choosing to 
support - or reject - the budding entrepreneurs joining me in 
the Den.” 
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New series with a bird’s 
eye view, Earthflight 
on at 8.00pm 


A compilation of Never 
Mind the Buzzcocks, 
on at 9.30pm 


Mark Austin presents 
That Was 2011: ITV News 
Review of the Year, 7.30pm 



It is near the end of their stay 
for the UK group in Living 
with the Amish, 8.00pm 


More life with the reality 
star, It’s All About Amy, 
on at 10.00pm 
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6.00 Breakfast (C) 9.00 CBBC 
9.10 FILM: Spy Kids 3-D: Game 
Over (2003) Adventure sequel, with 
Antonio Banderas and Sylvester 
Stallone. (C) ★★10.25 FILM: Shar- 
pay’s Fabulous Adventure (2011) 
Comedy, starring Ashley Tisdale. 
(C) ★★ 11.55 FILM: George of the 
Jungle (1997) Comedy, starring 
Brendan Fraser and Leslie Mann. 
(C) ★★ 1.20 BBC News; Weather 
(C) 1.35 Regional News; Weather. 
(C) 1.40 Only Fools and Horses 
Del is invited to a school reunion at 
the Nag’s Head organised by old 
adversary Roy Slater who has 
recently been released from prison. 
(C) (R) 2.35 The Two Ronnies 
Sketchbook Messrs Corbett and 
Barker reminisce about sketches 
including Garlic Breath Party and 
Swedish Made Simple. (C) (R) 3.35 
FILM: Superman Returns (2006) 
Comic-book adventure, with Bran¬ 
don Routh and Kevin Spacey. (C) 
★★★ 


6.00 CBeebies 7.00 CBBC 8.45 
FILM: Tarzan’s Greatest Adven¬ 
ture (1959) Adventure, starring Gor¬ 
don Scott and Anthony Quayle. (C) 
★★ 10.05 Madagascar The wildlife 
in the west and south of the island. 
Last in the series. (C) (R) 11.05 Yel¬ 
lowstone The animals prepare for 
the coming winter. Last in the series. 
(C) (R) 12.05 FILM: The Ipcress 
File (1965) Thriller, with Michael 
Caine and Gordon Jackson. (C) 
★★★ 1.50 FILM: Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels (1988) Two rival con- 
men on the French Riviera make a 
wager over who will be the first to 
trick a glamorous heiress out of her 
fortune. (C) ★★ 3.35 Flog It! Mark 
Stacey and Kate Bateman value 
antiques in Liverpool. (C) (R) 4.35 
Escape to the Country Jules Hud¬ 
son helps a couple returning from 
Spain find a home in Devon. (C) (R) 
5.35 Antiques Road Trip Charlie 
Ross and Mark Stacey travel to 
south-west Wales. (C) (R) 


5.55 ITV Morning News (T) 6.00 
CITV 7.40 FILM: New York Minute 
(2004) Family comedy, starring 
Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen. ★★ 
9.25 Countrywise Kitchen: Stock¬ 
ing the Winter Larder Paul Heiney 
and Mike Robinson celebrate sea¬ 
sonal foods. (T) (R) 9.55 All Star 
Family Fortunes Singer Peter 
Andre and TV presenter Kate Thorn¬ 
ton team up with their families in a 
bid to win £30,000 for their chosen 
charities. (T) (R) 10.55 FILM: The 
Railway Children (1970) Period 
family drama, with Jenny Agutter 
and Bernard Cribbins. (T) ★★★★ 
1.00 ITV News and Weather; 
Weather. (T) 1.30 Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang: After They Were 
Famous The film’s stars reminisce. 
(T) (R) 2.30 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple (T) (R) 4.30 Inspector 
Morse Back from sick leave, Morse 
uncovers new evidence concerning 
the year-long investigation into the 
murder of Yvonne Harrison. (T) (R) 


6.15 Sali Mali The friends watch 
videos. (T) (R) 6.20 The Hoobs (T) 
(R) 6.45 The Hoobs (T) (R) 7.10 
Wilde Stories Animated version of 
The Selfish Giant. (T) (R) 7.40 Per¬ 
fect Couples (T) 8.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond (T) (R) 8.35 Every¬ 
body Loves Raymond (T) (R) 9.05 
Frasier (T) (R) 9.35 Frasier (T) (R) 
10.05 The Big Bang Theory (T) 
10.35 The Big Bang Theory (T) 
11.05 The Simpsons (T) (R) 11.35 
The Simpsons (T) (R) 12.05 FILM: 
See Spot Run (2001) Canine com¬ 
edy, starring David Arquette. (T) ★★ 
1.55 FILM: Never Been Kissed 
(1999) Romantic comedy, with 
Drew Barrymore and Michael Var¬ 
tan. (T) ★★ 4.00 Come Dine with 
Me (T) 5.00 Christmas Coach Trip 
(T) 5.30 Celebrity Come Dine with 
Me Extra Portions Pop singer 
Michelle Heaton hosts the third din¬ 
ner party. (T) (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Thunder- 
Cats (T) 10.35 Zoo Days Brief high¬ 
lights from the series about the 
animals and staff of Colchester and 
Chester Zoos. (T) (R) 10.50 World’s 
Strongest Man 2011 James 
Richardson and Caroline Pearce 
present all the action from heat two 
of the finals in North Carolina. (T) (R) 
11.50 5 News Lunchtime The day’s 
headlines. (T) 11.55 Ice Road 
Truckers Alex Debogorski helps a 
man injured in a road accident. (T) 
(R) 12.55 FILM: Back to the Secret 
Garden (2000) An orphan discovers 
a neglected but enchanting garden 
in a children’s home and nurtures it 
back to its former glory. Family 
drama, starring Camilla Belle and 
Joan Plowright. (T) ★ 2.55 FILM: 
David Copperfield (2000) An 
orphan escapes his cruel stepfa¬ 
ther’s clutches and flees to London 
to seek his fortune. Charles Dickens’ 
drama, starring Hugh Dancy, Sally 
Field and Michael Richards. (T) ★★ 



6.30 Central Tonight; Weather. 

(T) 

6.45 ITV News and Weather 

CO 

7.00 Emmerdale (T) 

7.30 That Was 2011: The ITV 
News Review of the Year 

Mark Austin presents the first 
of two programmes looking 
back at the major stories of 
the year. This edition covers 
the first six months of 2011, 
which saw the devastation 
caused by the earthquake 
and subsequent tsunami in 
Japan, as well as the wed¬ 
ding of Prince William and 
Kate Middleton, the wave of 
popular uprisings in Arab 
countries and the death of 
Osama bin Laden.(T) 

8.00 Emmerdale Chas and 
Debbie are disgusted when 
Charity tells Cain she was 
present on the night he was 
attacked, and left him there 
to die. (T) 

8.30 Coronation Street Kevin 
fears Sophie is making a mis¬ 
take as her wedding day 
arrives. (T) 

9.00 Paddy’s 2011 Show and 
Telly' Paddy McGuinness 
hosts as three pairs of 
celebrities answer questions 
about the highlights of this 
year’s TV dramas, documen¬ 
taries, comedies, game 
shows and reality pro¬ 
grammes. (T) 

10.00 ITV News at Ten and 
Weather; Weather. (T) 

10.15 Notting Hill (1999) A 

recently divorced book¬ 
shop owner finds love 
with a Hollywood film star, 
but ends up the focus of 
unwanted media interest 
which nearly brings their 
relationship to a prema¬ 
ture end. Sarring Hugh 
Grant, Julia Roberts, 
Rhys Ifans, Emma Cham¬ 
bers, James Dreyfus and 
Gina McKee. (T) ★★★ 

12.30 The Zone Shopping and inter¬ 


6.00 The Simpsons With the 
voices of 24’s Kiefer Suther¬ 
land and Mary-Lynn Rajskub. 
(T) (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks (T) 

7.00 Channel 4 News Including 
sport and weather. (T) 

7.25 4thought.tv Rachel Howse 
Binnington, a Jewish convert 
from Christianity, discusses 
what Christmas means to 
her, and explains her prefer¬ 
ence for Hanukkah. (T) 

7.30 Come Dine with Me: 
Celebrity Christmas 
Special Actor Danny Young 
hosts an Aladdin-themed 
evening (T) 

8.00 Living with the Amish 

The teenagers stay with 
some Amish rebels who are 
deciding whether to leave 
one of the strictest and most 
secretive of all Amish groups. 
While the boys camp out in 
the woods with a group of 
men, the girls stay with a 
woman who is also consider¬ 
ing abandoning her congre¬ 
gation. As the time 
approaches to return to 
Britain, the group reflects on 
the experience and how it 
has affected them. (T) 

9.00 Dorian Gray (2009) A 
naive Victorian man 
unthinkingly sells his soul 
for eternal youth, wishing 
that a portrait of him 
should age instead. His 
wish is granted and he is 
drawn into a life of 
debauchery by a hedonis¬ 
tic lord, while over the 
years, the painting 
becomes increasingly 
horrific as it reflects his 
corrupt true nature. Hor¬ 
ror, starring Ben Barnes, 
Colin Firth and Ben Chap¬ 
lin. (T) ★★ 

11.10 Comic Strip Presents — 
The Hunt for Tony Blair 

Spoof thriller, starring 
Stephen Mangan. (T) (R) 


6.00 BBC News; Weather. (C) 

6.20 Midlands Today; 

Weather. (C) 

6.30 Celebrity Mastermind 

Chris Packham, Jenny 
Meadows, Alex Winters and 
Graeme Hawley face ques¬ 
tions on the Battle of 
Rorke’s Drift, Wigan War¬ 
riors rugby league club, 
Manic Street Preachers and 
Blackadder. (C) 

7.00 Wallace & Gromit: A 
Matter of Loaf and 
Death The duo open their 
own bakery and business is 
soon booming — not least 
because their potential 
rivals have all been killed by 
a mysterious assassin. (C) 

(R) 

7.30 EastEnders Pat checks 
herself out of hospital, while 
Bianca berates Janine for 
putting more pressure on 
their family’s frail matriarch 
but her stinging words only 
make matters worse. (C) 

8.00 Earthflight New series. 
Bird’s-eye view of the natu¬ 
ral world, joining the jour¬ 
neys of snow geese, cranes, 
albatrosses, eagles and 
other birds across six conti¬ 
nents. (C) 

9.00 Great Expectations Star¬ 
ring Douglas Booth, Ray 
Winstone, Vanessa Kirby 
and Gillian Anderson. Last 
in the series. (C) 

10.00 BBC News (C) 

10.10 Regional News; Weather. 
(C) 

10.20 Absolutely Fabulous Ab 

Fab returns for the first of 
two specials — with a third 
due during the Olympics 
next year. Hit comedy, star¬ 
ring Jennifer Saunders and 
Joanna Lumley, with Julia 
Sawalha, June Whitfield and 
Jane Horrocks. (C) (R) 

10.501 Love You, Man 
(2008) Comedy, with 
Paul Rudd and Jason 
Segel. (C) ★★ 


12.30 Skiing Weatherview (C) 12.35 
Sign Zone: James May’s Man Lab 
Xmas Special How to make it snow 
and using a gun to decorate the tree. 


6.20 Confessions of a 
Shopaholic (2009) 

Comedy, starring Isla 
Fisher, Hugh Dancy, 
Krysten Ritter and Joan 
Cusack. (C) ★★ 

8.00 Dragons’ Den: The 
Hilary Devey Story 

Charting the life and career 
of Hilary Devey, the latest 
entrepreneur to join the 
Dragons’ Den panel. C) 

9.00 Ql Stephen Fry presents a 
Christmas special of the 
comedy quiz, with outspo¬ 
ken actor and explorer 
Brian Blessed, and comedi¬ 
ans Sean Lock and Ross 
Noble joining regular Alan 
Davies to answer questions 
on the theme of ice. (C) 

9.30 Never Mind the Buz¬ 
zcocks A compilation of 
highlights from the latest 
series, with regular captains 
Noel Fielding and Phill Jupi- 
tus being joined by Alice 
Cooper, Lorraine Kelly, Cilia 
Black, James Blunt and rap¬ 
per Tinie Tempah for musi¬ 
cal mayhem in the comedy 
quiz. (C) 

10.00 The Bleak Old Shop of 
Stuff Dickensian comedy 
adventure, starring Robert 
Webb as Jedrington Secret- 
Past, an upstanding mem¬ 
ber of the community and 
owner of a shop selling all 
manner of strange things. 
But as Christmas 
approaches, the proprietor 
falls foul of evil lawyer Mali- 
fax Skulkingworm (Stephen 
Fry), who incarcerates his 
entire family, and his only 
way of freeing them is to 
repay a huge, mysterious 
debt. (C) (R) 

11.00 Have I Got 2010 for You 

Compilation of highlights 
from 2010. (C) (R) 

11.30QI With Ronni Ancona, 
Dave Gorman and Lee 
Mack. (C) (R) 


12.00 I’ve Never Seen Star Wars 

Jo Brand hosts a spin-off of the 
Radio 4 show. (C) (R) 12.30 The 
John Craven Years 


active gaming; ITV News Headlines. 
2.35 FILM: Scarface (1983) Gang¬ 
ster thriller remake, starring Al 
Pacino. (T) ★★★★ 


12.15 Random Acts (T) 12.20 
FILM: The Godfather: Part II 
(1974) Oscar-winning gangster 
sequel. (T) ★★★★ 


6.20 The Witches of Oz Part 
two of two. Fantasy adven¬ 
ture starring Paulie Rojas as 
Dorothy Gale, an author of 
children’s books based on 
the land of Oz created by her 
grandfather. Also starring 
Billy Boyd, Eliza Swenson 
and Lance Henriksen; (T) 5 
News Update 

8.00 World’s Strongest Man 

2011 Terry Hollands, the 32- 
year-old from Kent who fin¬ 
ished on the podium in 2007 
and in eighth place last year, 
faces five competitors. The 
top two will progress to the 
10-man final; (T) 5 News at 9 

9.00 The Mentalist Patrick is 
called to a nightclub car park 
where an undercover police¬ 
woman has been shot, and 
discovers she was trying to 
obtain incriminating evi¬ 
dence against a drug kingpin 
— whose henchmen later 
kidnap him. His only chance 
of escape lies in playing a 
psychological game with the 
dead woman’s partner, who 
appears to have begun to 
identify with her underworld 
contacts so closely that she 
has changed sides and 
become a criminal. (T) 

10.00 It’s All About Amy Reality 
star Amy Childs makes an 
appearance on music quiz 
Never Mind the Buzzcocks. 
As her schedule gets busier, 
Amy decides to buy a new 
car before revealing her new 
clothing collection on the 
catwalk at a Britain’s Next 
Top Model event. She also 
finds time to take a singing 
lesson and visits an old 
friend who is homebound 
after breaking her leg. (T) 

11.00 The Truth About Cheryl 
Cole The pop star’s rise to 
fame. (T) (R) 


12.00 SuperCasino Live interactive 
gaming offering viewers the chance 
to win cash on roulette, blackjack 
and autowheel. 
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BBC 1 


BBC 2 


Liverpudlian humour in 
John Bishop’s Christmas, 
on at 11.05pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and busi¬ 
ness news. (C) 9.00 FILM: The Cat 
in the Hat (2003) Comedy fantasy, 
starring Mike Myers and Dakota 
Fanning. (C) ★★ 10.20 FILM: Sky 
High (2005). Fantasy comedy, star¬ 
ring Kurt Russell and Michael 
Angarano. (C) ★★★ 11.55 FILM: 
Paulie (1998) Family adventure, 
with Gena Rowlands and Tony Shal- 
houb. (C) ★★ 1.20 BBC News; 
Weather (C) 1.35 Regional News; 
Weather. (C) 1.45 Only Fools and 
Horses Uncle Albert falls victim to 
muggers, so Del-Boy resolves to 
take the law into his own hands. 
Comedy, starring David Jason and 
Nicholas Lyndhurst. (C) (R) 2.40 
Only Fools and Horses The Trot¬ 
ters prepare for Raquel to give birth. 
(C) (R) 3.30 FILM: National Treas¬ 
ure (2004) Action adventure, star¬ 
ring Nicolas Cage. (C) ★★ 5.30 
Wallace & Gromit: A Close Shave 
Nick Park’s Oscar-winning anima¬ 
tion. (C) (R) 


Geoffrey Palmer stars 
in As Time Goes By, on at 
7.00pm 

6.00 CBeebies 7.00 CBBC 9.00 
FILM: David Copperfield (1935) 

Charles Dickens period drama, star¬ 
ring Freddie Bartholomew and 
Frank Lawton, (b/w) (C) ★★★★ 
11.05 FILM: The Life and Adven¬ 
tures of Nicholas Nickleby (1947) 
Charles Dickens adaptation, with 
Derek Bond and Cedric Hardwicke. 
(b/w) (C) ★★★ 12.50 FILM: A Tale 
of Two Cities (1958) Dickens adap¬ 
tation set during the French Revolu¬ 
tion, with Dirk Bogarde, (b/w) (C) 
★★ 2.45 Coast The team journeys 
from Gower to Anglesey, learning 
about the capture of a Nazi plane, 
Harlech Castle, the history of smug¬ 
gling and a beach where sand 
appears to whistle. (C) (R) 3.45 Flog 
It! Anita Manning and Michael Bag- 
gott value antiques at Weston- 
super-Maret. (C) 4.45 Escape to 
the Country (C) (R) 5.45 Antiques 
Road Trip Mark Stacey competes 
against Charlie Ross in the final leg 
of the road trip. (C) (R) 


Sian wants to leave the 
cobbles. Coronation 
Street on at 7.30pm 

5.55 ITV Morning News (T) 6.00 
CITV 7.30 FILM: The Perfect Man 
(2005) Romantic comedy, starring 
Hilary Duff and Heather Locklear. ★ 
9.25 The Lakes at Christmas In the 
first of two festive editions of The 
Lakes. (T) (R) 9.55 All Star Family 
Fortunes With Hollyoaks’ Jennifer 
Metcalfe and comedian Joe 
Pasquale. (T) (R) 10.55 Pollyanna A 
girl goes to live with her stern aunt 
after the death of her father and her 
sunny nature has an astonishing 
effect on those around her. (T) (R) 

12.55 ITV News and Weather; 
Weather. (T) 1.30 Bugsy Malone: 
After They Were Famous Update 
on the child stars of the gangster 
movie. (T) (R) 2.30 Agatha 
Christie’s Poirot (T) (R) 4.30 
Inspector Morse The chief inspec¬ 
tor investigates the apparently 
motiveless shooting of a woman 
through her kitchen window — and 
gets embroiled in a bitter election 
contest at an Oxford college. (T) (R) 


DECEMBER 30 


five 


Comedy Showcase: The 
Angelos Neil Epithemiou 
Show, 9.00pm 

6.15 The Hoobs (T) (R) 6.40 Wilde 
Stories An animated adaptation of 
The Devoted Friend. Last in the 
series. (T) (R) 7.10 Perfect Couples 
Julia plans a quiet hen party for Amy 
in Vancouver. (T) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond Frank is caught 
out in a supermarket. (T) (R) 8.05 
Everybody Loves Raymond Ray 
clashes with a radio presenter. (T) 
(R) 8.35 Frasier (T) (R) 9.05 Frasier 
(T) (R) 9.35 The Big Bang Theory 
(T) 10.05 The Big Bang Theory 
Amy(T) 10.35 The Simpsons (T) (R) 
11.10 The Simpsons (T) (R) 11.40 
FILM: Clueless (1995) Teen com¬ 
edy, starring Alicia Silverstone. (T) 
★★★1.40 FILM: CutThroat Island 
(1995) Swashbuckling adventure, 
starring Geena Davis. (T) ★★ 4.00 
Come Dine with Me Dinner party 
challenge. (T) 5.00 Christmas 
Coach Trip The winner is 
announced. (T) 5.30 Celebrity 
Come Dine with Me Extra Portions 
(T) (R) 


Tiff Needell tests two hot 
hatchbacks in Fifth Gear, 
on at 7.30pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Thunder- 
Cats (T) 10.35 Animal Rescue 
Squad Michaela Strachan visits res¬ 
cued elephants in South Africa. (T) 
(R) 10.50 Meerkat Manor (T) (R) 
11.20 World’s Strongest Man 2011 
The third heat of the finals. (T) (R) 
12.25 5 News Lunchtime The day’s 
headlines. (T) 12.35 Ice Road 
Truckers Greg Boadwine hauls an 
oversized load. (T) (R) 1.30 FILM: 
Showdown at Abilene (1956) West¬ 
ern, starring Jock Mahoney and 
Marthe Hyer. (T) ★★ 3.15 FILM: 
Alice in Wonderland (1999) A girl 
falls into an oversized rabbit warren 
and emerges into a magical world 
filled with bizarre characters. Fan¬ 
tasy adventure, with Tina Majorino 
and Whoopi Goldberg. (T) ★★ 5.45 
FILM: Snow White (2001) A wid¬ 
ower struggling to provide for his 
daughter is granted three wishes by 
a strange creature — but at a high 
price. Fantasy, with Kristin Kreukand 
Miranda Richardson. (T) ★★ 


6.30 Central Tonight; Weather. 

(T) 

6.45 ITV News and Weather 

(T) 

7.00 Emmerdale Charity tells 
Jai that she lied to Cain to 
persuade him to drop the 
accusation, and visits Zak 
and Lisa, insisting she and 
Jai are innocent. Laurel con¬ 
siders Nicola’s suggestion. 
(T) 

7.30 Coronation Street Sian 
rushes back to No 4 in tears, 
intent on leaving the Street. 
(T) 

8.00 That Was 2011: The ITV 
News Review of the Year 

Part two of two. Mark Austin 
presents a look back at the 
major stories of the past six 
months, including the 
phone-hacking scandal that 
engulfed News International 
and led to the closure of the 
News of the World in July. (T) 

8.30 You’ve Been Framed! 
Comedian Harry Hill narrates 
a festive selection of cam¬ 
corder calamities and view¬ 
ers’ mobile-phone footage. 

_(D(R) 

9.00 A Royal Year to Remem¬ 
ber; Alan Titchmarsh recalls 
the highlights of a memo¬ 
rable 12 months for the 
monarchy. (T) 

10.10 Local News and 
Weather (T) 

10.15 The Holiday (2006) 

Two single women living 
on opposite sides of the 
Atlantic exchange houses 
over Christmas. In their 
new surroundings, both 
women encounter 
prospective partners, but 
as the house swap draws 
to a close, difficult deci¬ 
sions have to be 
made.Romantic comedy, 
starring Cameron Diaz, 
Kate Winslet, Jack Black, 
Jude Law and Eli Wallach. 

(T) ★★ 


6.00 The Simpsons (T) (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks (T) 

7.00 Channel 4 News Including 
sport and weather. (T) 

7.25 4thought.tv DJ Kelechi 
Amadi and his son Jordan 
reveal why Christmas still 
have relevance to them as 
people of faith, and explain 
how they use rap music to 
remind themselves the fes¬ 
tive season marks the birth of 
Jesus. (T) 

7.30 Come Dine with Me: 
Celebrity Christmas 
Special Former Doctor Who 
star Colin Baker hosts the 
final dinner party, throwing a 
Cinderella-themed evening. 
01 

8.00 Bear’s Wild Weekend 
with Miranda Bear Grylls 
challenges Miranda Hart to 
accompany him on a two- 
day expedition in one of the 
highest and wildest parts of 
the Alps. Abseiling, a boulder 
scramble, traversing a gla¬ 
cier and crossing crevasses 
are among the tasks Miranda 
hopes will build her confi¬ 
dence and push her beyond 
her comfort zone to lead a 
more adventurous life. (T) (R) 
9.00 Comedy Showcase: The 
Angelos Neil 

Epithemiou Show Enter¬ 
tainment show written by and 
starring Dan Skinner as his 
comic alter-ego Angelos 
Epithemiou. (T) 

9.30 Lee Evans: Access All 
Arenas The comedian intro¬ 
duces highlights of his arena 
tours(T) (R) 

10.35An Evening with Lee 
Evans A festive set by the 
Perrier Award-winning come¬ 
dian (T) 

11.05 The World of Lee Evans 

Two short dramas from the 
1996 Bafta-nominated com¬ 
edy series. (T) (R) 

11.40 The World of Lee Evans 

Comedy drama. (T) (R) 


7.30 Fifth Gear Jonny Smith 
provides details of new car 
debuts at the Los Angeles 
Auto Show, and Tiff Needell 
tests two high-performance 
hatchbacks that are also 
claimed to be economical. 
Former cricketer Ian Botham 
is given advice on how to 
tackle the Nurburgring, Ger¬ 
many’s famous 13-mile race 
circuit that features dozens 
of tricky corners, and Vicki 
Butler-Henderson receives 
tuition in evasive driving 
techniques. Last in the 
series; (T) 5 News Update 

8.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2011 James Richardson 
and Caroline Pearce present 
heat four of the finals from 
Wingate University, North 
Carolina, in which Lithua¬ 
nia’s Zydrunas Savickas is 
competing for his third con¬ 
secutive World’s Strongest 
Man title, with Portsmouth’s 
Rob Frampton and Amer¬ 
ica’s Mike Jenkins among 
those looking to finish in the 
top two of six to reach the 
final; (T) 5 News Update 

9.00 Most Shocking 

Celebrity Moments of 
2011 Countdown of the 
year’s best water-cooler sto¬ 
ries, featuring Charlie 
Sheen’s spectacular and 
very public meltdown, Ryan 
Giggs’s marital infidelities, 
Lindsay Lohan appearing in 
court—again — Cheryl Cole 
winning a job on The X Fac¬ 
tor USA, only to be dumped 
not long after, and Kim Kar- 
dashian’s short-lived mar¬ 
riage. But it has not all been 
bad news and salacious gos¬ 
sip. Pippa Middleton’s bum 
also kept the commentators 
busy for a while. (T) 


6.00 BBC News; Weather. (C) 

6.20 Midlands Today; 

Weather. (C) 

6.30 Celebrity Mastermind 

Cricketer Matthew Hoggard 
answers questions on sit¬ 
com Friends, TV presenter 
Jules Hudson demon¬ 
strates knowledge of the 
Second World War cam¬ 
paign Operation Market 
Garden, comedian Justin 
Moorhouse reveals what he 
knows about Les Dawson 
and actor Ray Fearon tack¬ 
les Shakespeare’s Othello. 
(C) 

7.00 The One Show: Best of 

2011 Matt Baker and Alex 
Jones reflect on some of the 
most memorable moments 
of the One Show year. (C) 

8.00 EastEnders Ricky, Bianca 
and their children struggle 
to meet Janine’s new dead¬ 
line for repaying her loan, 
while Alfie and Kat throw a 
party for Tommy’s first birth¬ 
day. (C) 

8.30 Have I Got News for 

You A compilation of high¬ 
lights from recent series of 
the satirical current affairs 
quiz. (C) 

9.00 New Tricks Crime drama, 
starring Alun Armstrong and 
Amanda Redman. (C) (R) 

10.00 BBC News (C) 

10.10 Regional News; Weather. 
(C) 

10.20 The Graham Norton 
Show A compilation of 
highlights from recent 
series. (C) 

11.05 John Bishop’s Britain 
Christmas Special The 

Liverpudlian comic turns his 
attention to the festive holi¬ 
day. (C) (R) 

11.50 The National Lottery Fri¬ 
day Night Draws Pre¬ 
sented by Jeff Leach. (C) 

11.55 Cold Creek Manor 
(2003) Thriller, starring 
Dennis Quaid and Sharon 
Stone. (C) ★ 


1.50 Weatherview (C) 1.55 Sign 
Zone: Great Expectations Starring 
Douglas Booth and Ray Winstone. 
Last in the series. (C) (R) 


6.30 The Good Life Seasonal 
special from 1977, starring 
Richard Briers, Penelope 
Keith, Paul Eddington and 
Felicity Kendal. (C) (R) 
7.00 As Time Goes By Hour- 
long special. Geoffrey 
Palmer and Judi Dench star. 
_ (C)(R) 

8.00 The Many Faces of 
Dame Judi Dench Docu¬ 
mentary charting the 
actress’s rise to fame, using 
clips of her work and inter¬ 
views with friends and col- 
With contributions by 
Michael Parkinson, Simon 
Callow and Geoffrey 
Palmer. (C) 

9.00 Mrs Dickens’ Family 
Christmas Sue Perkins 
explores Charles Dickens’ 
marriage through the eyes 
of his wife, Catherine — and 
exposes the reality of their 
festive family holiday, which 
was much different to the 
heart-warming versions he 
wrote about in A Christmas 
Carol. (C) 

10.00 Ql XL Stephen Fry pres¬ 
ents a Christmas special of 
the comedy quiz, with out¬ 
spoken actor and explorer 
Brian Blessed, and comedi¬ 
ans Sean Lock and Ross 
Noble joining regular Alan 
Davies (C) (R) 

10.45 Transsiberian (2008) 

Roy and Jessie are head- 
ingfrom China to Moscow 
on the Transsiberian rail¬ 
way when they befriend 
Carlos and Abby. How¬ 
ever, when Jessie is 
forced to be alone with 
them after Roy fails to 
board the train following a 
stop, she begins to sus¬ 
pect they are harbouring 
a deadly secret. Atarring 
Woody Harrelson, Emily 
Mortimer, Kate Mara, 
Eduardo Noriega and 
Ben Kingsley. (C) ★★ 


12.25 Never Mind the Buzzcocks 
(C) (R) 12.55 Grumpy Guide to Driv¬ 
ing (C) (R) 1.25 FILM: The Curse of 
the Cat People (1944) 


12.45 It’ll Be Alright on the Night A 

collection of out-takes. (T) (R) 1.45 
The Zone; ITV News Headlines. 3.30 
Kojak Theo in another adventure. 


12.10 Random Acts. (T) 12.15 FILM: 
The Godfather: Part III (1990) Crime 
drama sequel. (T) ★★ 3.15 Steve 
Jobs: iChanged the World. 


12.00 SuperCasino Live interactive 
gaming offering viewers the chance 
to win cash on roulette, blackjack 
and autowheel. 



Dame Judi Dench with her Oscar at the 71st Academy 
Awards in Los Angeles, where she won Best Supporting 
Actress for her role in Shakespeare in Love. 

Show charts 
the rise of 
Dame Judi 

THE MANY FACES OF JUDI DENCH 

BBC2, 8pm 

MOST SHOCKING CELEBRITY 
MOMENTS OF 2011 

Channel 5, 9pm 

T O many film fans she’s James 
Bond’s boss, M, or the scene¬ 
stealing Oscar-winning star 
of Shakespeare In Love . 

To others who devour the small screen, she’ll 
always be the comic star of TV sitcom A Fine 
Romance. 

The title of this documentary tracing the career of Dame 
Judi Dench, using excerpts from performances and inter¬ 
views with friends and colleagues, could not be more appro¬ 
priate. 

It shows very early recordings of Dame Judi performing 
Shakespeare and her first television appearance in Z Cars. 

We see performances in classic 60s dramas, Talking to a 
Stranger and Four in the Morning, then show how she 
became a television sitcom star in A Fine Romance and As 
Time Goes By. Her sense of humour is illustrated by rarely 
seen outtakes from the shows. 

Dame Judi’s career enjoyed a late flourish when three 
films propelled her into the international spotlight - Pierce 
Brosnan’s 007 debut in Goldeneye, period drama Mrs 
Brown, and Shakespeare in Love (for which she won an 
Oscar in a supporting role as Queen Elizabeth I) reinvented 
her as a film star. 

Among many colleagues, the programme features Sir 
Michael Parkinson, Geoffrey Palmer and Simon Callow. 

And on the subject of delving into the lifes of celebrities, 
Channel 5 offers us Most Shocking Celebrity Moments of 
2011. Some of their salaries could leave even Simon Cowell 
blushing, they own wardrobe after wardrobe of beautiful 
clothes, and they adore what they do for a living - what 
could celebrities possibly have to whinge about this year? 

Well, as it happens, plenty actually - 2011 has seen many 
of them on such a rollercoaster ride with the media, it’s a 
wonder they’re not suffering from permanent dizziness. 

And it wouldn’t be Christmas without Channel 5 compil¬ 
ing one of its renowned Top 50 insert-appropriate-adjective- 
here Moments of the Year. 

Here, the programme counts down the celebs’ most 
shocking moments of the last few months. From Charlie 
Sheen’s public meltdown and Ryan Giggs’ extra-marital 
affairs, to Cheryl Cole’s shock ousting from the US XFactor 
judging panel and that short-lived marriage of Kim Kar- 
dashian. The programme will also feature contributions 
from reality telly favourites Kerry Katona, Russell Grant 
and Amy Childs, while the always-outspoken Janice Dick¬ 
inson will also be putting her twopenn’orth in. 



The versatile actress Dame Judi Dench has played a 
wide range of roles, including Elizabeth I. 
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nere are just 
some of the great 
used car bargains! 


UUOV/CT1 in Shrewsbury & Telford 

^ Huge choice 

Massive 
sa vings! 

i 



| RED 39,500 MILES /VO \/\/ Qjy.y 

|§jg &,495 


TELEPHONE 57 PLATE 

SHREWSBURY VOLVO S40 2.0 
01743 441251 DIESEL SE 


METALLIC BLUE NO\/\/ONlV 

Save £ 4 .QQC 
£1,000 ~ W 


TELEPHONE 

TELFORD 

01743 463977 


SILVER STEEL l\/D I A , _ „ 

52,500 MILES m UV ^ONlY 

Save £t gar 
tSQO 


07 PLATE 

TOYOTA AURIS 
1.6 TR 5DR 


TELEPHONE 07 PLATE 

SHREWSBURY VOLVO S40 2.0 
01743 441251 DIESEL S 


J , ' ,E,ALLICELUE 

Save £5,995 
] £1,000 


TELEPHONE 61 PLATE 

SHREWSBURY CHEVROLET 
01743 441251 SPARK 1.2 LT 5DR 



TELEPHONE 60 PLATE RENAULT 

SHREWSBURY CLIO DYNAMIQUE 
01743 450030 TT1.2 TCE 3DR 


I 11°025 MILES A/Ol/|/ Oj\jjy 

t M995 




IjLMIML/ blue, 

24,635 MILES 



TELEPHONE 

TELFORD 

01952 211700 


60 PLATE 

NISSAN NOTE 
ACENTA AUTO 


mama 

GREY 6,700 MILES NOW ONLY 

Save £ 9,995 

£ 1,000 

* r 


TELEPHONE 11 PLATE RENAULT 

TELFORD MEGANE DYNAMIQUE 

01952 292950 TOMTOM 1.6110 COUPE 


I 4,3UU IVIILtb mPVy ONLY 

s*. t *W,999 


TELEPHONE 1 o PLATE RENAULT 

Shrewsbury GRAND SCENIC 
01743 450030 PRIVILEGE 1.5DCi 106 


_invnnr^nm 

NOW ONLY 

HU,995 

r 1 


RUBY RED, 
11,300 MILES 


59 PLATE 

TOYOTA PRIUS 
T41.8 HYBRID 


s:r NOW ONLY 

i Save £ 159 QC 
£ 1,000 


TELEPHONE 

SHREWSBURY 

01743 463977 


SSKU Now ONLY 

Save £6,995 
£ 3,705 


TELEPHONE 11 plate 

TELFORD NISSAN PATHFINDER 
01952 211700 TEKNA MANUAL 


iTooo miles only 

Save £ 23,995 

£ 3,000 


21 st - 23rd Dec 9am-6pm. 
Christmas Eve Until 1 pm. 
28th - 30th Dec 9am-6pm. 
New Years Eve Until 3pm. 

Always open at www.williamalewis.co.uk 


Shrewsbury Telford 

toyota 01743 441251 ^ 01952 291144 



Telford 

IMAE^ “ “ 


Download the 
free QR Reader 
app and scan 
here with your 
smartphone to 
visit our website! 


For details and to view our full stocklist visit: WiniW.williamalewis.CO.uk 
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Your invitation to experience 

THE LION QUAYS RESORT 




* 


* 


i 


GIVEAWAY 

It's coming soon, and we don't 
want you to miss out... 

We’re so excited about our BIG EVENTS that we're giving away some great prizes, 
including a luxury spa break for two, 12 months country club membership and a table of 
ten at a Lion Quays Event of your choice! Plus ...EVERYONE who registers gets prize!!! 

Uonquays.com/BigGiveaway 

Register before 6th January 2012 and win! Good Luck! 

(dftfk\ to fa vMAl 3 Sfc 

M l —-LION QUAYS 
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The front of Oswestry and District Hospital as seen in a 1958 souvenir brochure Seemingly overgrown and uncared for - but it seems likely this dates from the building period 


IT WAS CLAIMED to be one of the best 
hospitals in Shropshire. But it didn’t 
save Oswestry and District Hospital from 
the axe. It is now just a fading memory. 

Despite a fiercely fought local cam¬ 
paign to save it, it fell victim to the pro¬ 
gramme which saw sweeping closures of 
a number of cottage hospitals across the 
county in the late 1980s. 

More than 800 people attended a 
protest meeting at Croeswylan School, 
Oswestry, called in April 1988 by the 
Community Health Council to gauge 


reaction to the closure plans. Several 
speakers warned that the extended trav¬ 
elling times for people having to attend 
Shrewsbury if the Oswestry hospital 
closed, would cause deaths. 

As Oswestry folk will know, it was all to 
no avail, and it did shut. 

And as for any deaths that may have 
resulted directly or indirectly as a result, 
that is one of those things that it is diffi¬ 
cult to know or prove. 

Strangely enough, there is some varia¬ 
tion in the dates given for its closure. 


A historical factsheet from the Robert 
Jones and Agnes Hunt Hospital puts it at 
1988, while another internet reference 
has it as 1990. Information in our own 
archives points to it shutting in the sec¬ 
ond half of 1989. 

Deceptive 

In any event, it is now the stuff of mem¬ 
ories . . . which brings us to our two pic¬ 
tures. One of them was sent in by Diana 
Humphreys, of Maesbrook, and the hos¬ 
pital is looking rather rundown and over¬ 


grown - although we think appearances 
are deceptive. 

We don’t have the date of the photo, 
but the likelihood is that it was taken in 
the 1930s when it was being built (and 
they hadn’t got round to clearing up the 
site). 

The other picture, which appears to 
show the other, front side of the hospital, 
comes from a 1958 souvenir brochure 
which was loaned to us by Mrs F M Mills, 
of Morda. The hospital had special signif¬ 
icance for her as her twins were born 


there in October 1958. According to the 
brochure, the hospital started receiving 
patients in 1939. The brochure gives 
some of the history of the hospital and 
the choice of site, for which the offer of 
land on part of Maesyllan by Lt Col R. 
Longueville was gratefully accepted. 

At the time of the brochure’s publica¬ 
tion the hospital had 13 male beds, 13 
female beds, and 12 maternity beds, 
operating theatre, X-ray unit and a casu¬ 
alty department. The number of in¬ 
patients in 1957 was 1,050. 


Man held 
on crash 
tragedy 

A 34-YEAR OLD man has 
been charged with causing 
death by dangerous driving 
following a smash on the 
Moors Straight close to the 
Buttington Cross round¬ 
about, near Welshpool, in 
May. 

Bailey Thomas Alan 
Evans, from Llanwnog, near 
Caersws, was returning 
home from his fifth birthday 
celebrations when he was 
killed in the accident at 
around 5.25pm on May 14. 
Three other people were 
taken to hospital. 

Police have confirmed 
that a man has been charged 
and will appear before 
Welshpool Magistrates on 
January 3. 

Concert at 
Christmas 

WELSHPOOL Choral Soci¬ 
ety will perform its Christ¬ 
mas concert, Christmas 
Child next month. 

The concert will be held 
on January 8 at 7.30pm in 
the Methodist Church, 
Welshpool. 

The piece, composed by 
conductor Beryl Jones, 
weaves the Russian tale of 
Babuska into a modern piece 
of love and generosity at 
Christmas. 

Local instrumentalists 
and children from Guilsfield 
School will join the choir. For 
more call 07891 446418. 



Gift ideas & 

mum promotions 


Large 4 
selection 
of fashion 
canes from 
t £16 P 


Call for a 
FREE catalogue 


Care Equipment 


Shrewsbury’s biggest range of care C0.II US NOW 0F1 01743 440011 


and mobility equipment 


Ennerdale Drive, Harlescott, Shrewsbury, SY1 3NZ 

www.berwickcare.co.uk 


Opening Hours: Monday - Friday - 9am till 4.30pm Saturday & Sunday - closed 
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1 DAY ONLY at Sony Centre: 

Jan. Sale Prices 

Plus up to £150 

Cashback 

on selected Sony BRAVIA TVs. 

These are just a few of the Amazing offers In-Store... 



Sony Centre 

DOUBLE 
DISCOUNT 
DAY! 

Christmas Eve! 



LESS THAN 1/2 PRICE... 

Sony 40” HD 3D + Edge LED TV 
with Motionflow XR 400 

•Access wireless online streaming •Stylish flush screen 
•View smooth fast moving action ‘Internet video 

40HX723 Was £1399.99 

Sale £699"+£100 Cashback 


DOUBLE 
DISCOUNT 

(After £100 Cashback) 


599 


LESS THAN 1/2 PRICE - Amazing Deal... 



55 ” 55HX823 Was£2499.99 

Sale £1499.99+£150 C.Back D.D.£1349 


£999” +£150 Cashback 

BLE DISCOUNT _ 

.99 CUD 


849 


(After £150 Cashback) 


Sony 46” Full HD 200Hz 3D f TV with 
Dynamic Edge LED & Built-In WiFi 

Model: 46HX823 Was £1999.99 


(After Cashback) 



FREE PS3 with this Ultimate 
Sony 3D BRAVIA... 

46” Full HD 1080 3D TV with Full 
LED, WiFi & Motionflow XR 800 

Simply the best Sony BRAVIA money can buy! 

3D glasses and Skype Mic & camera also included! Sound 
bar stand is optional extra 

Model: 46HX923 Was £2499.99 

Sale £1599” +£150 Cashback 
DOUBLE DISCOUNT 

£ 1449 ” 

(After £150 Cashback) 


55 ” 55HX923 Was £2999.99 Sale £2399.99+£150 Cashback DOUBLE DSCOUNT £2249" 


t Optional equipment required 


(After Cashback) 


DOUBLE DISCOUNT available at the following stores... 


For one day only we're combining the last day of our 'Cashback' promotion with early 
January Sale prices giving customers the chance to receive DOUBLE SAVINGS on a 
wide range of Sony products. Even if you can't get down on the day you can call and 
order over the phone, so don't miss out on this fabulous ONE DAY ONLY OPPORTUNITY! 

EVENT STARTS: 9AM-5.30pm DEC. 24th 



1/2 PRICE OFFER... 

Sony 55” HD 3D+ Edge LED 


dg« 

'XR 


200 


TV with Motionflow 

•Internet video •Built-In Skype t 
55EX723 Was £1999.99 

Sale £1149” +£150 Cashback 

DOUBLE DISCOUNT 

999 

(After £150 Cashback) 




32 ” 32EX723 Was £749.99Sale £499.99+£50 Cashback D.D. £449" 
37 ” 37EX723 Was £849.99Sale £599.99+£50 Cashback D.D. £549" 
40 ” 40EX723 Was £1049.99Sale£599.99+£l 00 Cashback D.D. £499" 

(After Cashback) 



1/2 PRICE WiFi Exclusive 

FOR 1 DAY ONLY... 








hKbb 


5 YEAR 

WARRANTY 


Sony 40” Full HD 3D TV with Edge 
LED, Motionflow XR 200 & WiFi 

Stream online entertainment with Built-In WIFI (Exclusive) 
Model: 40EX724 Was £1099.99 

Sale £649"+£100 Cashback 


DOUBLE DISCOUNT 


549 

(After £100 Cashback) 


32 ” 32EX724 Was £799.99Sale£549.99+£50 Cashback D.D. £499" 
46 ” 46EX724 Was £1449.99Sale£899.99+£l 50 Cashback D.D. £749" 

(After Cashback) 


BIRMINGHAM KIDDERMINSTER SUTTON COLDFIELD SHREWSBURY 

160-162 Corporation Street Weavers Wharf Gracechurch Shopping Centre 12 Castle Street, SY1 2BB 

B4 6TB. 0121 236 0679 DY10 1AA. 01562 827 100 B72 1PA. 0121 354 9646 01743 366 160 

LICHFIELD STAFFORD SOLIHULL 

Three Spires Shopping Centre 7-8 Mill Street 53 Mill Lane, B91 

WS13 6NG. 01543 415 486 ST16 2AJ. 01785 222 788 0121 711 4145 

Instore, online. Collection or delivery. 

www.sony.co.uk 


Sony Centre 


E&0E. Prices correct at press. Goods and offers subject to availability. While stocks last. Some illustrations may be representative only. Offers shown are omly available on Dec. 24th. Cashback & PS3 offer via redemption. Sony Centres shown above are owned by Victor Electronics Ltd. 
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Surprise 
visit by 
football 
star Craig 

FAMILIES at an entertain¬ 
ment and sports venue in 
Shropshire enjoyed an extra 
special treat when an inter¬ 
national footballer turned 
up to watch a football game. 

Liverpool and Wales 
striker Craig Bellamy took 
time to sign autographs and 
pose for pictures with fans at 
The Venue at Park Hall near 
Oswestry on Thursday. 

Ian Williams, from The 
Venue, said the arrival of the 
star caused quite a stir 
among customers. 

He said: “He came along 
and I think everyone 
thought it was great to see 
him. 

“I think he was here to 
watch his son play in a 
regional game for the Foot¬ 
ball Association of Wales.” 

Staff member at The 
Venue Dave Cleaton met the 
footballer. 

The 18-year-old said: “We 
was really down to earth and 
just standing at the counter 
having a cup of coffee and 
chatting to people. 

“He was really friendly 
and was happy to have his 
picture taken with me. I 
think it’s great he was here 
at The Venue.” 

The 32-year-old striker, 
who has 67 caps for Wales, is 
now at Liverpool after play¬ 
ing at several other clubs 
including Newcastle, Black¬ 
burn and West Ham as well 
as a loan spell at Glasgow 
giants Celtic. 


Retirement proved just the 
beginning for artist Diana 


WHEN Diana Baur retired she never realised how much her life would 
change or how busy she would become. 

It has been less a retirement, more of a career change. She is now a highly 
respected artist, selling her work from a London gallery and on the DegreeArt 
website, just eight years after joining local art courses. 

“Although I wanted to be an artist when I left school, I trained as a teacher eventually 
specialised in teaching dyslexics,” Diana said. 

In 1989, along with a number of teaching colleagues, we moved to Shropshire from Kent 


to take over Queens Park School in 
Oswestry as a specialist school. 

“The school thrived for 10 years helping 
children from across Britain. We raised 
their self-esteem by focussing on their 
strengths, enabling them to gain good qual¬ 
ifications. Many followed university courses 
they would otherwise probably never have 
managed and I love hearing about their con¬ 
tinued successes. 

But the school closed in 1998 when funds 
for specialist schools were re-zoned to main¬ 
stream education. Her final working post 
was as manager of a family centre in Welsh¬ 
pool. “I always felt compelled to champion 
the underdog, so this move was exciting. 

“However on retirement my life was to 
change radically.” 

Diana moved to Llanarmon in 2003. “I some¬ 
how knew that it would become the place I 
would discover my art future. I joined several 
local art courses and in 2010 I gained a first 
class honours degree in Fine Art at Glyndwr 
University. I loved working alongside other art 
students of all ages. I was short listed for the 
Signature Awards in London and as a result 
now regularly sell my work from The Vyner 
Street gallery and DegreeArt website. 

“Producing a piece of art can be lonely and 
physically isolating in rural areas like ours. 
Artists often work alone, but I also enjoy shar¬ 
ing creative ideas and working collaboratively. 
I have found that moments of greatest inspira¬ 
tion come through engaging with other 
artists.” In 2007, Diana and John Swogger, an 


WOMEN OF 
SUBSTANCE 

with Sue Austin 


archaeological illustrator, set up the Inside Out 
Artists Group, organising exhibitions both 
inside and outdoors. The group is currently 
working on the Oswestry based ARTWORKS 
project that involves artists, and student artists 
collaborating with businesses in Oswestry. 

There are strong links between the Inside 
Out artists and art students, alumni and staff 
from Glyndwr University in Wrexham. 

“This gives the group vibrancy, mixing as it 
does professional experience and student inno¬ 
vation.” The group meets on the first Wednes¬ 
day of every month at 2pm in the Willow 
Gallery in Oswestry and has its own website, 
www.insideoutart.co.uk where they keep a 
blog. 

Diana’s work can be seen on her website 
www.dianabaur.co.uk and she exhibits during 
the Borderland Visual Arts Open Studios, 
Helfa Gelf venues, Theatre Clwyd and the Wil¬ 
low Gallery Oswestry, nationally at the Vyner 
Street Gallery in London and recently Interna¬ 
tionally with an invitation to show work in The 
Artists Alley Gallery in San Francisco. An invi¬ 
tation to show in a gallery in New York as been 
put on hold until she can find the time 



Diana Baur “I have always felt compelled to champion the underdog” 


Appeal to 
help little 
girl walk 
unaided 

A FOUNDATION set up in 
memory of a Shropshire 
schoolgirl is calling on the 
community to offer financial 
help to a brave youngster 
who needs to raise £30,000 
for life-changing surgery. 

The Charlotte Hartey 
Foundation has handed over 
£500 to the family of four- 
year-old Evie-Lou Harring¬ 
ton. The youngster suffers 
from severe cerebral palsy 
and is unable to stand or 
walk. 

Her parents Paul Har¬ 
rington and Donna Hender¬ 
son, of Llangynog, near 
Oswestry, have identified an 
operation which, if success¬ 
ful, would allow the young¬ 
ster to stand and hopefully 
walk unaided. 

Karl Hartey, from the 
Charlotte Hartey Founda¬ 
tion, handed over the finan¬ 
cial aid to Evie-Lou and 
called for the public to sup¬ 
port the £30,000 quest. 

Mr Hartey, who set up the 
foundation after the death of 
his 16-year-old daughter 
Charlotte in 2009, said Evie- 
Lou’s family were doing all 
they could to raise the 
money. 

To make a donation, 
e-mail r.pyner@btinternet. 
com 

Two other Shropshire 
causes have also been sup¬ 
ported by the foundation 
with a pledge of £400 to the 
Ellesmere Girls under 13s 
football team and £1,136 for 
Oswestry Lions FC. 


Write Um.\ 

Shropshire’s Pen Specialists... 

and of course Kites... and the best 
selection of cards, wrap and lots more... 



10 High Street Shrewsbury SY1 ISP 
01743 245950 


sales@writehere-uk.com 

www.writeherekitenow.co.uk 


Genuine 

Ellerker Opticians 

Formerly Eyewear Direct Opticians 



\ Kovel Insurance \ 
\ where age 

\ is not an issue 

.. 



With cover for medical 
conditions wherever possible* 


For a no-obligotion quote, visit: 

Age Concern Shropshire Telford & Wrekin 
(Shropshire) 

3 Mardol Gardens, Shrewsbury 
Shropshire SY1 1PR 

0800032 9412 A 

or visit www.ageuk.org.uk/travelinsurance 

Travel Insurance is provided by Ageas Insurance Limited 

"Subject to medical screening and acceptance by the underwriters. 

A Ifyou call the 0800 number above, you will be contacting your local office; if outside their opening hours 
you will be directed to Ageas’ customer service centre. 

Age UK Enterprises Limited is a commercial services arm of Age UK (registered charity number 1128267) and 
donates its net profits to Age UK. Age UK is a registered trade mark. The use of the name and logo‘Age UK’ is done 
so under licence agreement between Age UK and Age UK Enterprises Limited. 

Promoter: Age UK Enterprises Limited, Tavis Elouse, 1- 6 Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9NA. T2405V2AUG11 
MP SL 001188 11 


^ageuK 


AGE 

(MP 




© 
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r 28th December 
XMAS SPECIAL - JASON COOK 
(Russel Howard's Good Naas, Dare's 
Ons MgM Stand) ♦ W*. H00GS0N 
(Ednbwjpi & Beyond) + ANGELA 
BARNES |B8C Nm ConwOr AuorO 


Resdent Compere 

Danny McLoughhn 




_ Q C 


TVfctoCI*! Iff 230ft 

CqiiIsi 9ivl3Cvr 1501* Writes imtcdvt 



62-63 Mardol, Shrewsbury, SY11PP 01743 344 455 Visit our website www.ellerkeropticians.co.uk 


Open Monday to Saturday 9am - 5:30pm 
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ARTS AND GIGS 


Musical 
interlude 
at cabinet 


01691 668094 


meeting 

A CABINET meeting of 
Shropshire Council got off to 
an unusual start when a 
charity video was played for 
councillors’ enjoyment. 

A video showing Oswestry 
singer Charlotte Edwards 
recording O Holy Night to 
raise money for Hope House 
Children’s Hospice was 
played on a big screen in the 
council chambers at Shire- 
hall in Shrewsbury. 

Shropshire Council is sup¬ 
porting the fundraising and 
leader Keith Barrow asked 
everyone to download the 
song, saying: “It is a fantas¬ 
tic cause. Staff have given 
their time freely to put it 
together. 

“Charlotte did it for noth¬ 
ing and BBC Radio Shrop¬ 
shire recorded it.” 

Councillor Barrow said he 
would be sending the song 
by email to family and 
friends this Christmas 
instead of sending Christ¬ 
mas cards and urged fellow 
councillors to do the same. 

The song can be down¬ 
loaded from iTunes for 79p, 
with proceeds going to Hope 
House to help in their valu¬ 
able work. 

Charlotte, 20, is studying 
music at Cardiff University. 
She sings in both the Uni¬ 
versity Choir and University 
Chamber Choir. 

For a sample of the song, 
on YouTube, go to the web¬ 
site www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=uv4rwTPINgM 


Masked ambition for 
band's newest singer 


A SINGER from Oswestry is on his way to rock 
stardom - but fans may never find out his real 
identity. 

The vocalist, known only as Phrixus, has along 
with the rest of rock band Never A Hero signed a 
record deal with an American label - but as part of 
the deal their identities must remain secret. 

The band, who wear HU|I . - c . . 
masks to perform and only HOY 13111 Ol JOIHl 

go by their stage names, M- 

have been signed by US label sung in a mask before and 
Cinderella Records. didn’t even wear one for 

The deal will see the rehearsals. So it was hard 
band’s first ER Socially work and extremely hot.” 
Awkward, re-released glob- “it is very exciting to be 
ally, and the videos for From signed up to the record label. 
Heroes to Angels and Trip- We are all looking forward to 
pin on Speed will also get w hat the future holds, 
worldwide distribution. “Having a mystery per- 

The band is currently in S ona is very strange but it is 
the studio recording a brand part of the character of the 
new album due for release in group. I chose my name from 
early 2012. Greek history. It means 

Phrixus, who can only thrilling, sending a shiver up 
reveal he is from Oswestry the spine, which is what the 
and joined the Colchester band does.” 
band very recently, said: “I A spokesman for Florida- 
answered an advert in the based Cinderella Records 


paper and drove 200 miles 
south for the audition. 

‘When I was offered the 



GIG GUIDE 

By Chrissy Symmons 


said “We are so pleased to 
have signed Never A Hero. 
‘The band is an undiscov- 


Oswestry’s mystery artist is pictured, back right, with the band Never A Hero. 


TO take the words from those well-known rockers Slade, 
‘Merry Christmas Everybody’. 

The festive season seems to have arrived pretty quickly 
this year but there are still some musicians across Shrop¬ 
shire, Welshpool and the borders ready and raring to go with 
gigs. 

On Friday night Oswestry’s Ironworks, in Church Street, 
will be opening its doors for a special rock night event. 

Once in a Blue Moon will start at the venue from 9pm and 
will present an evening of live music from Abels Last Stand 
and Skulldozer. 

The night is the first time band SkullDozer has per¬ 
formed since January. 

There will also be a choice of punk, rock and metal tracks 
selected by the DJs. The event is free and all are welcome. 

Friday will also see owners of The Miners Arms in Morda 
celebrating Christmas a few days early with an event called 
The Flying Vee’s Christmas Eve Eve gig. 

The Flying Vee is an acoustic musical duo from the village 
and its ready to entertain pub-goers. The night starts at 
9pm and goes on until about 11.30pm. 

On Christmas Eve The Ironworks continues on with the 
holiday spirit with its band night. The event is free and local 
bands will be playing at the venue all night from 9pm until 
3am. 

The special night of live music will include local bands 
Duke and the Contact Highs. There could also be more 
bands lined up too. 

On Boxing Day the Golden Lion Hotel, near 
Llanymynech, is offering the chance for acoustic musicians 
to have some performance space. Each week people are 
invited to play music of a range of genres, including rock and 
folk. 

For more information call 01691 830295 or visit 
www.goldenlion.org.uk 

On Tuesday the pub will hold its Blues Night. 

People looking to see some art this Christmas are invited 
to The Willow Gallery in Oswestry. The art space is holding 
an Affordable Art Fair until December 31. 

If you would like to see your event in the gig guide please 
email csymmons@shropshirestar with ‘gig guide’ in the 
subject line. 


role I was told the first gig eredgem.” 
was in three weeks and I had The band will go on a UK 
to learn all the lyrics and wide tour in the New Year, 
music very, very quickly. Full details are available at 
“I am a classically trained www.neverahero.co.uk 
singer and have been • Do you know who the 
involved in all kinds of singer is? Email gbreeze@ 


Magical theatre experience for pupils 


music. I love rock music.” 

Singing in a mask is not 
easy, he added. “I have never 


shropshirestar.co.co.uk or 
call 01691 668094 and ask 
for the Oswestry Chronicle. 


TWENTY Year 10 and 11 Design Technology and 
Textiles students from The Marches School 
enjoyed a trip to Birmingham to see the Nut¬ 
cracker ballet and went backstage at the Hippo¬ 
drome to examine an array of props and 
costumes. 

In order to purchase materials for their AS and 


GCSE projects, students visited fabric stores and 
were able to meet a freelance costume maker at 
the Hippodrome. 

The group continued with their research by 
visiting high street clothing shops to evaluate the 
differences between high and low end mass pro¬ 
duced garments and then concluded the trip by 


watching the ballet. Mrs Amyes-Johns, design 
technology teacher at The Marches commented 
“The Nutcracker performance was my favourite 
part of the day, seeing the intricate and imagina¬ 
tive costumes on stage gave us all a real insight 
into the industry, certainly a truly inspirational 
experience.” 




no 

joining 
, fees 


Shrewsbury, 


to keep yours! 


Whether you wont to Lose o « of 

improve your fitness tevels, onc j design o we’ll 0 ^^®^ 0 ^ 

club 8 w "Tl__ 

next month free > V mil 01743 467755 or 

visit usoUheclub 


Sundorne Road, Shrewsbury SY1 4RG 


BIG OR SMALL WE DO THEM ALL I 

PTS Skip Hire Ltd 


• 6,8 14.16 a 2C Yard 1 




Telephone; 01939 251477 
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star extraTRAVEL 


(01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) 
starextra@shropshirestar.co.uk 
www. sh ropsh i restar, com/starextratravel 

STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Shropshire Star, offers a wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, all our tour oper¬ 
ators are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please read brochures/web pages for full description plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. 


Paris weekends 




PRICE FROM 


£199 


PARIS is perhaps the most romantic city in the 
world, so why not treat your loved one to a 
long weekend away and experience the true 
flavour of the French Capital for yourself. 

These four-day breaks allow ample time to explore the city 
at leisure, or you may like to take advantage of the four 
optional excursions on offer. 

The first is a comprehensive city sightseeing tour which 
takes in all the major sights and some beautiful locations 
in Paris. In the evening a Paris Illuminations excursion will 
show you the most spectacular lights and illuminations adorning the famous land¬ 
marks and buildings which line the Grands Boulevards. 

In Versailles you can explore the twin attractions of the Royal Palace of Louis XIV (entrance fee not included) and 
the large traditional outdoor market. Finally, a Paris by Night excursion begins with a cruise along the Seine aboard 
the famous Bateaux Mouches followed by a visit to 
Montmartre, where you alight near the Moulin Rouge in 
Pigalle and take the funicular railway to the top of the hill. 


There is a special offer of a 50% discount if all four 
excursions are pre-booked at a cost of £50 per - 
person. 

Price includes: return coach and Channel crossings, 
three nights bed and continental breakfast 
accommodation in the Greater Paris/lle de France 
area, and the services of a Mistral representative. 


info 

Accommodation- 

Departure dates: 

Duration: 

\ s/n 3leroo wssu bjectto 


® ec < and breakfast 


Wsfra/ European Holick 


' supplement a 


ia ys (abta i, 



Ga 


itr E)a 


Say farewell to 2011 in fantastic fashion, with a dinner 
ana disco that will live up to the highest expectations. 
Ease into the party mood in the traditional manner - 
enjoy a sumptuous dinner. Then as the tension builds, 
our DJ will spin you deep into the early hours of 2012. 
Out with the old, in with the new. Our biggest party of the 
year is an occasion not to be missed. 

Poached Salmon & Spring Onion Tartlet 

with cheese & dill on French leaves with lemon & chive mayonnaise 

a|ca|ca|ca|ca|ea|e 

Traditional Roast Sirloin of Beef 

Coated in tarragon, mushroom, tomato & red wine jus 

OR 

Goats Cheese, Spinach & Red Pepper Parcel 

wrapped in a filo pastry with a balsamic syrup & rocket salad 

****** 

Homemade Tiramisu 

****** 

Freshly Brewed Coffee with chocolate mints 

£42.50 per Adult 

Inclusive of VAT & Novelties 

Bar opens at 7.00pm ■ ■ ■ ■ 




Sit down times from 7.30pm 
Carriages at 2.00pm 


LORD HILL 

HOTEL & RESTAURANT 


Please contact reception for availability and dates 

01743 232601 www.thelordhill.co.uk 


FEATURES 


Magic of reality is that 
all of life is connected 


ON THE 
WILD SIDE 

with 

Ben Waddams 



‘The reason that song 
did so well for Geldof 
and Company was 
the fact that we 
humans feel guilty 
when our fellow 
homo sapiens are 
revealed to be in 
trouble’ 


FOR SOME of you, one of the 
presents waiting under the 
tree this Christmas may well 
be book shaped. If it is book¬ 
shaped, then there’s also a 
chance it is one of my 
favourite books of recent 
time, Richard Dawkins’ won¬ 
derful The Magic of Reality. 

The Magic of Reality deals 
with popular childhood myths 
from different cultures. 

The fact that some of these myths 
persist into adulthood makes the 
book as interesting, relevant and 
important for adults as it does chil¬ 
dren. But since it’s written with 
youngsters primarily in mind, 
Dawkins offers his readers a chance 
to travel back with him in time using 
‘thought experiments’ to pave the 
way to the origin of the myth, the 
person involved, or even, time itself. 

Photograph 

I don’t want to spoil anyone’s fes¬ 
tive musings, but there was one par¬ 
ticular thought experiment that 
struck a chord with me, and I’d like 
to share it briefly with you. 

Take a photograph of yourself and 
place it on a bookshelf. 

Then take a photo of your father 
(or mother) and grandfather (or 
grandmother) and do the same. 

Root around in the family archives 
and add a photo of your great grand¬ 
father to the horizontal stack of pic¬ 
tures on the bookshelf. 

How long would the bookshelf be 
if we filed each photo, in order, all the 
way back to our early origins? 

About three miles long is the 


answer, if every photograph measured 
about a millimetre in thickness. And how 
many photos would be packed next to 
each other? One hundred and eighty five 
million. 

If we walked down the line pulling out 
photos systematically, we wouldn’t see a 
noticeable difference between each one of 
course, or even between stacks of 1,000 or 
so. Every great grandfather looks like the 
one immediately next to it and belongs to 
the same species. 

Yet if you walk down the bookshelf you 


will see some photos that look like 
apes, some that look like monkeys, 
some that look like shrews and so on. 
Each one is like its neighbours, but if 
you pick one out far enough away from 
another, you will see a very big differ¬ 
ence indeed. And believe it or not, your 
185 million great grandfather was a 
fish. 

As Dawkins writes; “...and so was 
your 185 million great grandmother, 
which is just as well, or they couldn’t 
have mated with each other and you 
wouldn’t be here.” 

Of course this is all laid out for us in 
the fossil record, whether some of us 
chose to look at it or not, and the truth 
of the matter is that all life is related. 

Guilty 

When we hear the famous BandAid 
song ‘Do they know it’s Christmas’, 
one line reminds us that ‘the greatest 
gift they’ll get this year is life’. It’s cer¬ 
tainly true in impoverished countries, 
and the reason the song did so well for 
Geldof and co. was the fact that we 
humans feel guilty when our fellow 
homo sapiens are revealed to be in 
trouble. 

But we are all related; fathers, 
grandfathers, great grandfathers, 
African tribes, apes, rodents, newts, 
fish. So let’s spare a thought for our 
fellow creatures this Christmas. 

We can start in the garden. The 
greatest gift our sparrows, finches, 
robins and thrushes will get this year 
is life. But some seed and nuts will be 
greatly appreciated too! 

If you’re struggling for a last minute 
Christmas present, why not pop into 
Gallery SCA, Art Framing or The 
Gallery tearooms, Shrewsbury, for 
some inspiration? Happy Christmas! 


"BRILLIANT!" 

ED JAMES, HEART FM 

"LINDA LUSARDI IS DEVILISHLY WICKED, 
SAM KANE HAS AN AMAZING VOICE AND 
THE GRUMBLEWEEDS ARE JUST HILARIOUS. 
YOU HAVE TO GO AND SEE SNOW WHITE!" 

FRESH, BEACON BREAKFAST SHOW 

"SNOW WHITE TICKS EVERY BOX... 

THE BEST PANTO I'VE 
SEEN IN AGES" 

BEHINDTHEARRAS.COM 

"A REAL FESTIVE, FAMILY TREAT" 

JUST RELAX MAGAZINE 

"HILARIOUS 

AN ENCHANTING PANTO THAT PUIS 
A SMILE ON YOUR FACE" 

SHROPSHIRE STAR 

"FANTASTIC! SEE IT IF YOU WANT A GREAT NIGHT OUT" 

DICKY DODD, 107.7 THE WOLF 

Linda LusardF Sam Kane 
The Grijmbi jwffds 



GRAto Box Office 01 902 42 92 12 

'C\Khe’«tr e BOOK ONLINE AT www.grandtheatre.co.uk ^ 


^, 4 *^ National Top 10 Restaurant, 2008 

Third Place 
Indian Restaurant 
& Takeaway 

Fully Licensed • Open 7 Days 


[OPEN BOXING DAYJ 


HOME 

Outside catering also available 


Saturday & Sunday Lunch, & Sunday 
Evening Special 

3 COURSES £8.95 

Only per person 

Serving 12 noon-2 pm & 5 pm-midnight 
Now taking bookings for 
Christmas and New Year Parties 


Gift vouchers now available 

Tel: 01743 272 041 / 272042 

135 Frankwell, Shrewsbury 
www.thirdplaceindian.com 
info@thirdplaceindian.com 


f 
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Wishing all our 
customers a very 

Merry 
Christmas 

and a 

Happy New Year 

from all at 
, Harlescott Market 


| 

i 
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> Back on 8th January! < 


































Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, December 22, 2011 


OB 


From the studio with 

NEIL BENTLEY 
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Top songs 

Slow Moving Millie, 
Please Please 

Little Mix, 
Cannonball 

Amy Winehouse 
Our Day Will Come 

One Direction, 

What Makes You 

Adele, 

Turning Tables 

Ed Sheer an. 

Lego House 

Maroon 5, 

Moves Like Jagger 

Kelly Clarkson, 

Mr Know It All 

Christina Perri, 

A Thousand Years 

Rihanna and Calvin 
Harris, 

We Found Love 


MERRY Christmas! I hope you are 
having a fantastic Christmas break 
with lots of love and festive spirit. 

What a week it’s been; everyone at The 
Severn has been in a very funny Christmas 
mood so not a lot of actual work has been 
completed (just the way I like it) and then 
just to add to the fun, Freddie and Eddie, 
stars of this year’s panto Robin Hood at The 
Place, Oakengates caused havoc helping 
present the show on Wednesday morning. In 
between all the madness we somehow man¬ 
aged to give away another collection of 
amazing prizes as part of the Advent calen¬ 
dar competition. 

I hope you have lots of fun activities 
planned for the holidays but do take care, we 
learned on the show this week that five 
adults will suffer third-degree burns after 
setting fire to the Christmas pudding, 175 
will be injured messing around with Christ¬ 
mas decorations on the tree and around 60 
adults will suffer serious injuries using scis¬ 
sors and screwdrivers trying to get into 
presents. My advice then is to hide the 
matches, scissors and all other sharp objects 
and if you see a bauble hanging strangely... 
leave it! 

In local news; Newport Cycling Club & 
Wrekin Riders BMX Club present a Bike 
Fun Day on Thursday, December 29, from 
10am-12.30pm at Norbroom Park, Newport 
next to Skate Park and BMX track. 


All ages welcome including adults, just 
bring a bicycle and a helmet and have fun all 
under the supervision of British Cycling 
Federation trained staff. For more details, 
contact organiser Nick by emailing 
nick.jeggo@btinternet.com 

If you have any events coming up in the 
new year, remember to email me with all the 
info, we’ll try and give you a mention during 
the breakfast show and I will do my best to 
attend; email me neil.bentley@the 
severn.co.uk You can always contact the stu¬ 
dio by phone on 0333 456 0777. 

It’s been a bit of a successful few weeks for 
McFly; firstly, Dougie Poynter was crowned 
king of the jungle in I’m A Celebrity, then 12 
million of us watched Harry Judd be 
crowned king of the dance floor after win¬ 
ning Strictly Come Dancing and now, not to 
feel left out, Tom Fletcher has signed up to 
take part in Celebrity Who Wants To Be A 
Millionaire in early January. Is it just me or 
do you suspect a promotional campaign is 
running here? 

All I am left to say this week is Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

The Neil Bentley Breakfast Show, week¬ 
days from 6am on 106.5, 107.1 and 107.4fm 
The Severn. Follow us on Twitter @thesev- 
ern or listen online at www.thesevern.co.uk 
You can also hear the highlights of the show 
on our weekly podcast available via the web¬ 
site. 


Few give views on £1 m lottery spending 


JUST 13 per cent of residents took part 
in a major survey asking how they 
want £1 million of lottery funding to be 
spent in villages near Oswestry. 

But co-ordinators of the National 
Lottery’s Big Local programme in Gob- 
owen, St Martins and Weston Rhyn, 
say the results of the questionnaire will 
still provide them with a useful tool in 
their study on how the money should 
be used. 

The results went before Weston 
Rhyn parish councillors recently. A 
report to accompany the results 


admitted there had been a Tow 
response’ to the project. 

The report said: “A total of 421 com¬ 
pleted questionnaires were returned 
throughout September and October 
using either the freepost address pro¬ 
vide by the Community Council of 
Shropshire, collection boxes within the 
parishes or using the online survey 
hosted on the Community Council of 
Shropshire website. 

“Approximately 3,300 question¬ 
naires were originally distributed, 
therefore the return rate is in the 


region of 13 per cent. Although this is 
only an approximation, it still repre¬ 
sents a low response rate and therefore 
additional consultation should be con¬ 
sidered before drawing any firm con¬ 
clusions or assuming the priorities of 
the community for any future projects. 

“Age ranges in households varied 
amongst respondents. 

“In each of the parishes those aged 
over 50 were well represented but 
there were fewer responses from 
households with under 21s living 
there.” 
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restive beason 
Train Services 


BOXING DAY to JANUARY 2nd 2012 



With the Christmas festivities over, 
why not blow the cobwebs clean 
away with a leisurely steam train 
journey along the 
Severn Valley! 

Trains operate between Kidderminster 
and Bridgnorth from Boxing Day to 
January 2nd 2012 inclusive. The Engine 
House Visitor Centre at Highley is also 
open throughout this period. 


Buy your tickets on the 
day or in advance at: 

www.svr.co.uk 


Trains operate from Kidderminster 
starting at 10.25am and 
Bridgnorth at 10.10am. 



onelife oneclub 


January 

halfprice! 

Join Bannatyne’s Shrewsbury before 31st December 
2011 and receive January half price!* Plus, all new 
members receive a free wellness pack or holdall!* 

*Terms and conditions apply. Subject to availability. No cash or exchange alternative. 

Colours may vary. Advert must be presented at reception to receive offer. RRP £14.99 - £19.99 for holdall and wellness pack. 




¥ M 


"sponsHoldall 


/ 
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MOTORING 


www.oswestrychronicle.com 01691 668094 


Fifty years on and the new look 
Giulietta is still turning heads 



THOSE of us that can remember the 
50s can still track back to the arrival 
on our roads of the Alfa Romeo 
Giulietta. 


Italian styling quickly captured the imagina¬ 
tion of motoring enthusiasts and 50 years later 
the sporting car manufacturer is celebrating its 
centenary with a completely new look Giulietta 
- and it’s turning heads too. 

The latest incarnation of the Giulietta has 
been designed to compete with the best in the 
mid-size C-segment. 

That’s going to be some task when you con¬ 
sider than one in every four cars sold in Europe 
comes from C-segment and the competition is 
fiercer today than ever. 

But Alfa have a chance to at least increase 
their market share with this newcomer which 
combines Italian style with a combination of 
safety and comfort. 

In addition, every owner can adapt the new 
car to their specific driving requirements 
thanks to Alfa’s DNA selector - meaning you 
chose the performance level at the flick of a 
switch. 

There’s a range of five new engines, three 
petrol and two diesel, all of which are tur¬ 
bocharged and Euro 5 emissions-compliant. 

Each model, from the entry-level Turismo to 
the range-topping Cloverleaf, has a high level of 
standard equipment. 




Electric windows all-round along with man¬ 
ual air conditioning and electrically heated and 
adjustable door mirrors are all standard. 

Move up to the Lusso model and you get dual 
zone automatic climate control, fog lights, 
leather steering wheel with audio controls and 
the Blue&Me™ hands-free infotainment sys¬ 
tem. 

Both these cars come with the ‘comfort’ chas¬ 
sis specification. For a sportier drive the Veloce 
model features sports suspension, whilst the 



Cloverleaf sits on suspension that’s been low¬ 
ered by 10mm for a more involving drive and a 
racier appearance. 

The Veloce also gets darkened headlights, fog 
lights, plus aluminium kick plates and pedals. 
The Cloverleaf model gets all this plus dark 
tinted windows, sporty red brake callipers, Vis¬ 
ibility Pack, and 18 inch spoke design alloy 
wheels with a dark titanium finish. 

Giulietta has gained a Euro NCAP five-star 
crash safety rating confirming making it as 


metors 


Find 1000s of cars locally 


safe to drive as any other in the segment. Six 
airbags are standard, plus three-point seatbelts 
with double pretensioners and load limiters, 
and SAHR (Self Aligning Head Restraints), a 
new second-generation device built into the 
backrests of the front to lessen the effects of 
whiplash. 

Giulietta uses headlights with Daytime Run¬ 
ning Lights that are automatically switched on 
when the engine is started - to meet a specific 
European standard that will come into force in 
2012 - and LED tail lights, brighter than con¬ 
ventional bulbs, for extra safety. 

A dual-clutch transmission is available in 



conjunction with the 1.4 litre TB MultiAir 
170bhp and 170bhp 2.0 JTDM-2 engines. This 
is effectively two gearboxes, each with its own 
clutch. 

Average fuel economy and C02 emissions 
are also competitive no matter which version 
you choose. 

Finding a comfortable seating position is 
easy thanks to a good range of wheel and seat 
adjustment options. There’s loads of space 
upfront but don’t ask me to travel in the back. 

Boot space is good and Alfa won me over by 
passing the golf club test. 

Over 30 years ago my first Alfa Romeo test 
car broke down - the only test car to ever do so. 
It’s taken me a long time but I finally offer for¬ 
giveness. 

I’m a Giulietta fan. 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEARLY NEW CAR? 
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LOCAL DEALERS INCLUDE: 


Budgen Motors 
Furrows 

G Blackhurst & Sons 
Greenhous, 

Hawkins Motors 


Hatfield Jaguar 
Ludlow Motors 
Mercedes of Shrewsbury 
Rybrook 

Shrewsbury Audi 


Shukers 
Telford Motors 
T.J. Vickers 
William A Lewis 


m®tors 

.co.uk 


Your search ends here. 


Cl 


Join us atwww.facebook.com/motors.co.uk 


Follow us at www.twitter.com/motors.co.uk 


In partnership with Shropshire Star 
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SPORT 


PLACINGS 


SWALEC League 

DIVISION 2 NORTH 


P W L F A Pts 

Dolgellau.11 10 1 316 88 48 

COBRA.11 10 1 239 120 42 

Rhyl.10 7 3 340 117 36 

ColwynBay.12 7 5 313 202 34 

Denbigh.12 5 6 217 217 26 

Llanidloes.11 5 6 204 187 24 

Machynlleth.11 5 6 136 317 22 

Abergele.11 4 7 172 296 19 

Newtown.10 1 8 129 239 8 

Wrexham.11 0 11 101 384 3 


DIVISION 3 NORTH 

P W L F A Pts 

Shotton Steel.9 9 0 554 70 44 

Rhosllanerchrugog.,10 8 2 531 102 42 


Llangollen.9 8 1 286 76 37 

Harlech .§jj$jg$^...10 6 4 282 230 30 

Flint.10 6 4 266 261 28 

Menai Bridge.9 4 5 164 266 21 

Welshpool.10 4 6 211 319 18 

Benllech.10 2 8 72 244 10 

Holyhead.9 1 8 78 416 5 

Bangor.10 0 10 50 510 1 

SOUTH LANCS/CHESHIRE 2 
Top five 

P W D L BP Pts 

Douglas.15 11 2 2 9 57 

Oswestry.13 11 0 2 10 54 

Ruskin Park.,...14 11 0 3 10 54 

Crewe &Nantwich...15 11 1 3 8 54 

Vagabonds .14 8 1 5 12 46 


Eagles soar in Park Hall mud 


OSWESTRY II turned in an 
impressive performance to beat a 
solid Bowden III side 19-5 in atro¬ 
cious conditions at Park Hall to 
make it five wins in a row in the 
Salford University NWL division 
four (south). 

The battling win saw the Eagles 
move up to third in the table, and 
within four points of top spot as they go 
into the New Year in good spirits. 

The game started in monsoon-like 
conditions which were made worse by 
an arctic wind, and it was clearly not 
going to be a day to run with the ball. 

This theory was soon dispelled how¬ 
ever as Gaz Jones picked up a loose ball 
and sidestepped his way past two Bow¬ 
den tacklers to score Oswestry’s first 
try, Louis Mckenzie converted. 

Bowden responded from the kick off 


with their heavy forwards ploughing 
their way up field like a tank at the 
Somme, this pressure was soaked up 
by home whose defensive line held firm 
allowing the boot of Jones to clear well, 
to leave the half time score at 7-0. 

The rain eased after the break, and 
from the kick off the Eagles were 
caught napping by Bowden debutant 
Dave Shaw who gathered the ball and 
offloaded to his fellow centre who 
tested the defence only to be brought 
down a metre short. However, the Bow¬ 
den prop dived on the loose ball and slid 
over the line to score and unconverted 
try. 

At this stage of the match the pitch 
was really starting to resemble a 
ploughed field, but Oswestry were not 
put off and a deft chip from stand-off 
Dan Williams caught the Bowden 
winger napping as he waited for the 


bounce that never came. Gaz Jones 
sped through and scooped the ball from 
the glue like mud to score in the corner. 

Oswestry created more pressure as 
the game went on, their experienced 
pack were taking control, unfortu¬ 
nately by this stage the referee could 
not tell who was playing for which 
team. 

This confusion led to a great solo try 
for Jake Northwood, whose muddy fig¬ 
ure appeared from a maul on the 10 
metre line and handed off two players 
and charged towards the line. An 
attempted dive from 10 metres out was 
a little over the top as Northwood 
scored, emerging more like a pig enjoy¬ 
ing a mudbath. Mackenzie converted. 

It was a good clean game played in 
awful conditions, and another good 
win for the Eagles leaving them in 
third place in their league. 


Rain stops 
play again 

OSWESTRY’S 
rearranged clash with 
high-riding Kingswin- 
ford in hockey’s ENER-G 
West Midlands League 
division two was called 
off due to a waterlogged 
pitch for the second 
week running. 

The border side now 
take a break from action 
over the Christmas 
period before renewing 
hostilities in the New 
Year. 

Oswestry Ladies are 
also without a game until 
the New Year - they are 
back in action on Satur¬ 
day, January 21, in Mid¬ 
lands division four. 


Vital victory gives Welshpool 
breathing space in dogfight 



T 
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Late no-show 
leaves COBRA 
out in the cold 


WELSHPOOL put daylight between themselves and the Welsh 
League division three (north) stragglers with a 43-7 bonus point suc¬ 
cess over basement boys Bangor at Maesydre. 

While several of their Powys rivals were sidelined, Pool made the most of being in action 
with a comfortable victory that now took them eight points clear of the bottom three in the 
table. 

Fly half Daley Jones led the way with two touchdowns capping a fine display, while also 
landing four conversions as the hosts secured a crucial bonus point to help boost their 
cause. 

It was a fine way to end the first half of the season, but the Maesydre men will know that 
sterner tests lie ahead in the New Year - none least than promotion chasing Rhos when 
they return to action on Saturday, January 7. 

Rhos, who lie second in the table behind runaway leaders Shotton Steel, ran out 

emphatic 75-8 winners 
when the sides met back in 
September. 

And, despite having strug¬ 
gled on the road this term, 
Welshpool will be keen to put 
in an improved showing in 
next month’s return. 

Shotton and Rhos have 
emerged the dominant 
forces in the league this sea¬ 
son, but Welshpool coach 
Frank Johns will be hoping 
his side can more than 
match mid-table sides Flint, 
Harlech and Menai Bridge. 

Welshpool can take heart 
from their last league action 
of the season in which they 
ran in seven tries. 

Bangor battled hard in 
increasingly muddy condi¬ 
tions but the home side 
never looked back after tak¬ 
ing the lead in the 19th 
minute when second row 
Sam Ward powered through 
a couple of tackles to touch 
down, Jones supplying the 
conversion. 

Emphatically 

The game then changed 
emphatically when Pool 
bagged three tries in a four 
minute spell just before half 
time to lead 24-0 at the inter¬ 
val. 

Hooker Ryan Griffiths 
bagged a second try for the 
hosts before Jones went over 
following a fine run, a try he 
also converted. 

Prop Jamie Evans also got 
on the scoresheet when 
touching down on the stroke 
of the interval. 

The host were unable to 
make further inroads for a 
time after the interval, but 
eventually their efforts paid 
off when flanker Wayne 
Maguire added a fifth try 
converted by Jones to make 
it 31-0. 

Jones then crossed for his 
second try of the afternoon, 
the score going unconverted, 
before Bangor were 
rewarded for the persever¬ 
ance when grabbing a conso¬ 
lation score with a converted 
try. 

However, Welshpool had 
the last word with the try of 
the game. 

It came from deep follow¬ 
ing a strong run from skip¬ 
per and fullback Andrew 
Thomas who made light of 
the heavy conditions in skip¬ 
ping past several opponents 
to touch down, Jones adding 
the extras. 


COBRA were left frustrated after their home clash 
with rock-bottom Wrexham was postponed - not 
because of the weather but due to their rivals being 
unable to raise a side. 

The lack of action means that the Meifod men have 
now fallen six points adrift of Welsh League division 
two (north) leaders Dolgellau, who notched a crucial 
19-7 win at third placed Rhyl. 

Their next action is at home to Llangollen in the 
Nick Whiffen Memorial Cup on Tuesday, December 
27 (2pm), while they return to league duty on Satur¬ 
day, January 7, 2012 when they entertain Powys 
rivals Llanidloes. 

It has been an excellent campaign to date for 
COBRA who have emerged realistic title contenders 
after winning 10 of their 11 outings in division two 
(north), so Saturday’s postponement was highly dis¬ 
appointing. 

“When you’re doing well, you want to be playing so 
it was very frustrating as we were looking at the 
game as a five pointer,” said coach James Watkin. 

“What made it worse was that our pitch was 
playable, but Wrexham said they could not raise a 
side. They’ll be docked points, but it’s disappointing 
as we want to be playing.” 

Confident display 

Wrexham pulled out of the game early Saturday 
morning, and left a message on the answer phone of 
the fixture secretary at 8.10am. However, the mes¬ 
sage was not received until gone midday which 
meant that most of the COBRA players had already 
assembled in readiness for the game. 

There was added frustration as the match had 
attracted some 20 sponsors. 

COBRA, however, at least had a chance for a good 
workout in midweek when they gave the North 
Wales regional squad a run for their money before 
losing 15-0. 

With both sides using the game as an attacking 
exercise, COBRA had their chances in a confident 
display. The scoreline would have been closer had 
the Llanfair Caereinion men opted to kicks for goal. 

COBRA’s second team were also left on the side¬ 
lines as their clash at Newtown II was called off due 
to a waterlogged pitch. 

Newtown turned down a request for the game to be 
switched to the Meifod ground. 



Welshpool’s Tom Carter makes a break for it. Pictures: Pete Flemmich 



Andrew Thomas makes his way past Bangor’s Gruff Thdur during Welshpool’s win. 



S3 

OSWESTRY GOLF CLUB 

JOIN NOW 

Full membership 
now available 

v ™ f • gMH 

For further information contact the Secretary Manager 

OSWESTRY GOLF CLUB 

Aston Park, Oswestry SY11 i(( 
(01691)610535 

www.oswestrygolfclub.co.uk 


Oswestry Golf Cub lady captain for 2012 Barbara 
Warner drove into office this week with a little help 
from her 22 month old grandson Charlie Warner. 


Defending 
champs 
on course 
for defence 

LLANYMYNECH’S sen¬ 
iors remain firmly on 
course to defend the Ken 
Smith Trophy. 

The defending champi¬ 
ons were one of the six 
group winners to 
progress to the second 
stage of the Shropshire & 
Herefordshire scratch 
fourball betterball win¬ 
ter team competition. 

And Llanymynech 
have got off to the per¬ 
fect start to their sec¬ 
ond phase with a 3-0 
victory over The Here¬ 
fordshire. 

Shifnal A are in zone 
one - in which all three 
teams play each other 
twice with the winner 
progressing to the final - 
while zone two com¬ 
prises Oswestry, Ludlow 
and Lilleshall Hall. 

Ken Smith Trophy 

ZONE A 
P W 

Oswestry.5 4 

Shifnal B . .6 3 

Henlle Park.6 2 

Wrekin.5 1 

ZONEB 
P W 

Llanymynech.4 4 

Market Drayton.4 1 

Kington.4 1 

ZONE F 
P W 

Lilleshall Hall.4 2 

Belmont.4 2 

Mile End.4 1 


GOLF RETURNS 


HENLLE PARK 

Christmas Yellow Ball: 1 Glyn 
Williams, Ian Fort & Geoff Gill 72 
pts, 2 Trevor Rowlands, Steve 
Hinchcliffe & John Abbotts 70. 3 
Dave Salter, Dave Evans & John 
Evans 64. 

Seniors Fourball Betterball: 1 
Don Kent & Mike Aubrey 39 pts, 
2 Trevor Rowlands & Geoff Kier 
39,3 Adey Jones & Ian Cullen 38 
pts. 

LLANYMYNECH 

Shotgun Foursomes: 1 Huw 
Williams & Nick Clewlow 74- 
9 = 65, 2 Lionel Lee & Chris 
Williams 81-13 = 68, 3 Ian 
Tomkewycz & Lawrence Cook 
84-14=70. 

MILE END 

Winter "666" Competition: 1 
Ben Hunter, Kev Jones, Scott 
Smith, Ernan MacCabe 121 pts, 

2 John Seal, Alice Seal, John 
Turner, Carol Slater 116. 

9 Hole 2-3-4- Comp: 1 John 
Turner,Roger Edwards, Andy 
Jones Richard Osborne, 2 Moya 
Holmes, Dave Carpenter, Keith 
Evans, Peter Kenyon. 

Men's Turkey Run: 1 Roger 
Edwards 21 pts, 2 Roy Roberts 
20, 3 Derek Newitt 20. 

Ladies Christmas 3 Club & 
Putter: 1 Anna Pugh, 2 Carol 
Slater, 3 Janice Turner. 

Seniors Christmas 3 Club & 
Putter: 1 Derek Newitt, 2 John 
Litchfield, 3 Noel Rogers. 
OSWESTRY 

Christmas Mixed Foursmes 
(15 holes): 1 John Bate & Anne 
Davies, 2 Meirion Morris & 
Pauline Davies 3 Robert Hughes 
& Mary Hughes. 

Christmas Fourball Betterball: 
1 Martin Jones & Simon Pound 

61, Paul Huxley & Oliver Hughes 

62, Darren Griffiths & Chris Har¬ 
rison 66. 

Lady Captain's Drive in: Front 
nine - 1 Sylvia Baxter 20pts, 2 
Dorothy Mottram 18, 3 Francis 
Davies 17. Back nine - 1 Judith 
Thornell 19pts, 2 Erica Moss 16, 

3 Tania Pearce 15. 


L GM Pts 

1 13 8 

2 8.5 7 

3 7.5 5 
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Oak stay 
in hunt 
on night 
of quality 

THE Oak A went third 
and kept their Welshpool 
Pool League title hopes 
alive, after a sensational 
8-2 home win over sec¬ 
ond placed Breidden 
Lions, writes DAVE 
GANNON. 

The opening session saw 
no less than a blistering four 
7-ball clearances in five 
frames, to underline the 
growing standard of play in 
the league. 

The 3-2 score at the half 
way point showed no indica¬ 
tion of what was to come, but 
the home side maintained 
the pace set to equal the high¬ 
est defeat inflicted on the 
Lions since they joined the 
league 3 season ago (March 
2011, losing 8-2 to reigning 
champions Angel A). 

There was only one other 
game played as cup action 
dominated the week’s sched¬ 
ule, where the Lion 
Llansantffraid won the last 
frame to draw against the 
Courthouse Judges. 

In the Brooks Premier 
Cup, the Castle Boys fol¬ 
lowed up their 5-0 prelim 
win over the Oak A with an 
equally stunning 5-0 result 
over the Socialites. 

Expense 

The Breidden Lions made 
up for league disappoint¬ 
ment with a 5-2 win over the 
Angel B to book their semi¬ 
final birth, and the Pheasant 
Nomads produced the Pre¬ 
mier’s most notable result, 
with a 5-3 victory over 
league leaders Talbot D. 
(Cobra Meifod v Cock A For- 
den pp). 

The Horse & Jockey beat 
Callow Inn 5-3 and the Tal¬ 
bot Topdogs progress 5-2 at 
the expense of Cock B forden 
also, as the Cock Brockton 
powered through 5-1 at the 
Talbot Flunkies in the 
Brooks Div 1 ties. 

Saving the best result to 
last however, the Punchbowl 
A rallied from 4-1 down at 
Westwood Warriors before 
winning a dramatic play-off 
frame (5-4), to book their 
deserved spot in the final four. 

The shock of the Brooks 
Div 2 games came at the 
Dragon Buttington as they 
beat league leaders Black 
Lion Llanfair 5-3, and fur¬ 
ther upset was recorded 
with the Crown Studs beat¬ 
ing Lowfield Marton 5-2. 

There was a solid 5-0 
home win for Social Club B 
over Courthouse B and the 
Westwood Slayers v Crown 
A game was pp also. 

The Consolation Cup also 
got under way with its pre¬ 
lim round on Thursday, with 
no major shocks to report 
from the eight games 
played. 

Andrews Fishbar 
Welshpool Pool League 

P W L F A Pts 

Talbot D.11 9 1 77 33 19 

Breidden Lions.11 8 2 70 40 17 

Oak A.12 7 3 72 48 16 

Cock A.11 7 2 64 46 16 

Pheasant Nomads...11 6 3 68 42 14 

Angel A.11 4 1 55 55 14 

Cobra.11 3 4 61 49 10 

The Lions Lsfd.11 2 4 55 55 9 

Castle Boys.11 3 5 46 64 9 

C’rthouse Judges. .11 3 5 46 64 8 

Socialites.11 2 7 46 64 6 

Argao A.11 1 8 34 76 4 

Angel B.11 1 10 29 81 2 


College for cricketers 


ENGLAND’S Physical Disability cricket 
squad returned to Ellesmere College for a 
training camp in preparation for the first 
ever International series overseas 

The tour in February will see the England 
side take on Pakistan in three 40-over 
matches and two twenty20 matches at the 
ICC Global Cricket Academy in Dubai. 

This was the third time the squad have 
visited Ellesmere College this year following 
successful training camps indoors in Febru¬ 
ary and outside in April. 

The squad of 19 that includes two players 
from Shropshire took part in a variety of 
activities lead by coaches Chris Ellison and 
Will Kitchen. 

Players concentrated on planning for how 
they will be approaching each match in 
Dubai and helping to prepare for the hot 
conditions by wearing big bags under the 
clothing to increase their body temperature. 


Neil Bradshaw, England team manager, 
commented: “Once again, our stay at 
Ellesmere College has been a great success 
and that is down to the assistance we have 
had from all at the College. 

“The catering has been first class and 
having the general use of the hall and class¬ 
rooms has made creating a positive training 
atmosphere very simple for us.” 

The school will be hosting its annual 
Academies Day on Saturday January 28 
with coaching demonstrations of pitch 
vision and video analysis that are used at the 
School. 

Derbyshire batsman Dan Redfern will 
again be at the School to speak with visitors 
and College students about the demands of 
professional cricket and how he achieved his 
goal of playing county cricket. 

For more information or to reserve a place 
at Academy Day visit www.ellesmere.com 


Tennis aces finish third 


ELLESMERE College under-15 girls made 
their mark in the Aegon League Regional 
Schools’ Championships when finishing 
third in the country. 

Having played and won their matches at 
county and Regional challenge rounds, the 
team progressed onto the Regional Finals 
after which they became one of just four 
school teams from around the country to 
play for the national title. 

Travelling to Bolton for the finals’ week¬ 
end were Harriet Jones, Olivia Jones, 
Kotryna Calova, Jessica Oldham and Catri- 
ona Jones. 

Accompanying the girls’ teams was Nikki 
Hoy, Director of Ellesmere College Tennis 
Academy, who said: “This is a very exciting 
time for the Ellesmere College Tennis Acad¬ 
emy. 

“The under-15 girls’ teams wasted no 
time in the early stages of the champi¬ 


onships to lead Ellesmere in to the finals for 
the fifth consecutive year. 

“The team worked really hard all week¬ 
end and finished third in the country. The 
standard was very high and the girls rose to 
the challenge and played brilliantly.” 

It has been a successful year for Ellesmere 
College’s Tennis Academy. 

In June the girls first team represented 
Great Britain at the World Schools’ Cham¬ 
pionships that took place in France in May 
and recently it was the turn of the under-15 
girls teams to fight for yet another national 
title. 

Families of talented young tennis players 
are invited to visit the School on Saturday, 
January, 28 2012 for the fourth annual 
Academy Day which will be held between 
10.30am and 2.30pm. 

Additional details can be found on the col¬ 
lege website, www.ellesmere.com 


Reserves target top five after 
electric 21-goal scoring spree 


FOOTBALL 

by John 
Bridgwater 



GOAL-HAPPY Ellesmere Rangers reserves 
have their sights on a top five finish in the 
Shropshire County League premier division 
when they embark on the second half of the 
season. 

The Beech Grove side stormed up to eighth in the table, 
and gave their goal difference a massive boost, with last 
week’s remarkable 21-1 romp at basement strugglers 
Impact United. 

It was a record league score for the reserves, and the sec¬ 
ond highest ever recorded in the County League. 

Although not reading too much into the goal rout, boss 
Dan Stevens believes his side have what it takes to climb 
even higher. 

“I think top five is our realistic aim, we’re not a million 
miles away,” he said. “In the second half of the season we’ve 
got mostly teams to play who are around us in the table and 
finishing fifth is on our radar. 

“Last week was an incredible game, it is hard to put it into 
words. Impact are struggling, and did not have much of a 
team, but you can only play what s in front of you. 

“In games like this you find it difficult to keep your con¬ 
centration and shape as it becomes too easy, but it was nice 
to get our reward after the goals were not going in earlier in 
the season. 

Rain and frost 

“To their credit, Impact stuck at it, we were a bit con¬ 
cerned that they may not finish the game, but to their credit 
they kept going. I hope they can get things sorted during the 
Christmas break.” 

Having not played since November 26, Ellesmere were 
desperate for some action but there had been a doubt over 
the game going ahead following rain and frost the night 
before. 

Although some games in Telford were called off, the 
Impact pitch was perfectly playable and the visitors made 
the most of their chance. 

Impact travelled with the bare 11 players, and were soon 
reduced by injury to 10 men after about quarter of an hour, 
leaving them with an uphill task against a rampant Rangers 
side who had nine separate scorers, with five netting hat- 
tricks. 

The list of marksmen were Steve Evans (2), Owen Lloyd 
(3), Matt Jones (3), Guy Guilford (3), Scott Penrose (3), 
Chris Stevens (3), Damon Cheesman (2), Josh Randall and 
Rob Dean. 

The visitors were 10-0 up at half time and added another 
nine in the second period before Impact gained some conso¬ 
lation with possibly the goal of the game when their striker 
surged forward before planting a shot from the edge of the 
box into the top corner. 

Ellesmere’s second string have no game until January, 14, 
while they will now be looking to reschedule their Shrop¬ 
shire Junior Cup second round tie at home to Oakengates 
for a midweek date during the month. 

Hopes to play the cup game last Wednesday were scup¬ 
pered by a waterlogged pitch. 


New kit for Llanrhaeadr Reserves 



All kited out - Montgomeryshire League division one side Llanrhaeadr Reserves receive a new kit thanks to Huw 
Watkins of Huw E Watkins Building Contractors. The squad are currently in sixth place heading into Christmas. 


Lions fail to roar New year charge 
in festive setback is Rogers’ target 


OSWESTRY LIONS ended 
the year on a disappointing 
note as they tumbled to a 5- 
0 home defeat to in-form 
Hanwood reserves. 

Looking to improve their 
mid-table position in the 
County League division one, 
the Lions made a poor start 
when they found themselves 
a goal down in the first 
minute. 

Things went from bad to 
worse when, after sustained 
pressure from the Lions and 
some great saves from Nick 
Trow in the Hanwood goal to 
deny Scott Bright and 
Graeme Kirkham, they 
found themselves 2-0 down 
against the run of play. 

And two quickfire goals 
just before the end of the 
first half sealed their fate as 
title chasing Hanwood made 
the most of their chances. 

The second period saw the 


Lions respond well and take 
control of the game. 

They created plenty of 
good chances but again in¬ 
form keeper Trow was in 
splendid form in denying the 
Lions any chance of getting 
back into contention. 

The away win was sealed 
with half volley from the 
edge of the box that gave Lee 
Davies in goal no chance to 
make it 5-0,. 

Hanwood’s Matt Boswell 
finished with a hat-trick and 
joined fellow striker, Dan 
Jones, who also found the 
net, on 15 for the season. 
Michael Booth was also on 
target with his first goal of 
the campaign. 

The Lions’ next game is on 
Friday, December 30 at the 
Venue, Park Hall (6.45pm) 
where they play the Black 
Lion Vets team in the annual 
festive match. 


MORDA United boss Craig Rogers is looking to keep his 
side “ticking over” during the festive break as they bid to 
step up their challenge in the County League premier divi¬ 
sion in the New Year. 

The Weston Road men have been in a rich vein of form in 
the past few weeks, hammering Ludlow Town 4-1 in the 
Shropshire Cup before recording an even more impressive 
6-0 win over previously unbeaten leaders Ketley Bank the 
following week. 

Hopes of maintaining the momentum were frustrated by 
last week’s call-off at Wellington Amateurs reserves due to 
a frozen pitch, but Rogers is keen his side stay on the ball 
despite their next scheduled league action being on Satur¬ 
day, January 7. 

“We would like to have played last Saturday but there was 
not a lot we could do,” he said. “We’re all looking forward to 
a Christmas break, but we’ll get down to it again next week. 
Hopefully we can arrange a couple of friendlies to keep us 
ticking over.” 

Morda have already pencilled in a friendly at Llansantf¬ 
fraid for Tuesday, January 3 while they are also hoping to 
arrange a friendly for Wednesday, December 28. Any club 
looking for a friendly on that date should contact Craig 
Rogers on 07843 659 955. 

Morda are well placed in fifth play and, although nine 
points adrift of the leaders, believe they can close the gap by 
stringing together a run of wins. 


PLACINGS 


Midland Alliance 

P W L 

Coventry Sphinx.23 13 5 

Westfields.20 13 5 

Gresley.20 11 4 

Rocester.19 12 6 

Causeway United ...20 9 2 

Kirby Muxloe.22 10 7 

Tipton Town.20 9 6 

Heath Hayes.20 9 7 

Tividale.17 8 3 

Dunkirk.21 9 9 

Heather St Johns.23 9 11 

L’ghborough Uni.21 8 8 

Coleshill Town.19 8 8 

Stratford Town.19 7 7 

Bridgnorth Town.20 6 7 

Studley....20 7 10 

B’mere St Michaels .20 6 8 

Highgate United.20 5 12 

Atherstone Town.20 5 12 

Ellesmere Rangers 17 4 8 

Alvechurch.19 3 11 

Willenhall Town.22 2 17 

West Midlands League 

DIVISION 2 
P W 

Haughmond .16 13 
Hereford Lads Club. 17 12 

Penkridge Town.14 9 

Mahal.13 9 

Wrens Nest.18 8 

St Martins.15 6 

Riverway.13 6 

Tenbury Utd..#s«« s ...16 6 
Ettingshall Pk Farm .16 6 

Team Dudley.16 5 

Sikh Hunters.j$»*a...14 4 
W'Ton Sporting Res .18 4 

Red Star Alma.14 3 

Malvern Town Res... 18 1 

Sportsjamkits.com 
County Premier League 

Premier division: FC Hodnet 0, Church 
Stretton 0; Impact United 1, Ellesmere Rangers 
Reserves 21; Ketley Bank 2, Broseley Juniors 1; 
Telford Juniors 2, Shifnal United 1. 

Division one: Ludlow Town Reserves 0, 
Weston Rhyn 1; Meole Brace 1, Hopesgate 2; 
Oakengates Athletic 2, Clee Hill 0; Oswestry 
Lions 0, Hanwood United Reserves 5; Shaw- 
bury United Reserves 1, Bishop’s Castle Town 5. 

PREMIER DIVISION 

P W L F A Pts 

Ketley Bank Utd.16 11 1 39 15 37 

Newport Town.16 11 4 26 20 34 

FC Hodnet.18 9 3 33 20 33 

Telford Juniors....17 8 4 31 24 29 

Morda United.16 8 4 29 18 28 

Ludlow Town.16 8 5 33 21 27 

Church Stretton.19 6 7 32 33 24 

Ellesmere Rgrs Rs.17 6 8 52 30 21 

Shifnal United'97 ...17 5 7 27 26 20 

Wellington Am Rs....15 5 6 33 23 19 

Dawley Villa 15 5 6 27 28 19 

Broseley Juniors.15 3 9 18 33 12 

Whitchurch Alp Rs.,.14 2 10 17 29 8 

Impact Utd.17 1 14 14 91 5 

DIVISION 1 

P W L F A Pts 

Hanwood Utd Rs.19 13 5 47 27 40 

Allscott.15 12 0 54 23 39 

Wroxeter Rovers.17 11 5 50 28 34 

Rock Rovers.18 10 5 39 22 33 

Weston Rhyn.17 11 4 35 26 35 

Prees.18 9 7 39 29 29 

Oswestry Lions.18 8 6 39 28 28 

Oakengates Ath.16 9 6 35 25 28 

Shawbury Utd Rs ....17 7 6 31 31 25 

Meole Brace .»5»»5s...1$ 6 10 39 47 20 

Bishops Castle Tn ...17 6 7 34 33 22 

Brown Clee.15 5 8 30 48 17 

Ludlow Town Rs.17 4 11 28 43 14 

Hopesgate Utd.,.!7 4 12 22 46 13 

Wrockw Wood Jnrs 17 3 14 17 45 9 

Clee Hill.18 2 14 21 59 8 

Under-par 
Saints sink 
to defeat 

ST MARTINS found them¬ 
selves on the wrong end of a 3- 
1 scoreline at Wrens Nest in 
West Midland League divi¬ 
sion one. 

The Saints were two down 
at half-time, the second com¬ 
ing from a penalty after a foul 
by Chris Smout. 

Tom Mackerall reduced 
the deficit when he headed 
home a Tim Allen free-kick, 
but Wrens Nest added a third 
to put the game beyond 
doubt. 

“We struggled to get into 
the game for long periods and 
had no complaints about the 
result,” said secretary Derek 
Stokes. 

Saints were due to host 
Riverway on Christmas Eve 
but that fixture has been 
postponed. 

That means Saints will not 
return to action until the 
New Year when they travel to 
Sikh Hunters on Monday, 
January 2. 


D L GD Pts 

3 0 44 42 

3 2 29 39 

3 2 12 30 

2 2 19 29 

1 9 -5 25 

4 5 11 22 

3 4 12 21 

3 7 7 21 


2 8 -5 20 

2 9 -9 17 

4 6 -3 16 



F A Pts 

43 27 44 
43 24 41 

40 29 38 
33 23 37 

36 18 36 
47 38 35 
30 33 32 
46 31 31 
33 20 30 

37 39 30 
33 37 30 

38 31 29 

32 29 27 

41 30 26 

27 30 25 

33 37 24 

29 35 24 

30 43 18 

20 43 18 

21 28 17 

15 34 14 
24 72 9 


Oak edge thriller to expand lead 


THE Oak Inn have opened up a five 
point lead at the top of the North 
Shropshire Sunday League table after 
beating Cross Foxes 5-3. 

The Oak got off to a flying start tak¬ 
ing the lead in the fourth minute, a 
Sean Graham shot saved by Carl Lewis 
with Steve Tomkins on hand to fire 
home the rebound. 

Soon after Graham found himself 
taking over in goal after keeper Dave 
Hartshorn was injured. 

Lewis made another fine stop deny¬ 
ing Sean Butler but Oak Inn went 2-0 


up on 18 minutes when a Jack Harris 
shot was deflected over Lewis and into 
the corner of the net. 

Foxes pulled a goal back a minute 
before half-time, veteran Andy Hardy 
shooting in from close range after a 
goalmouth scramble, only for Steve 
Tomkins to restore the two-goal cush¬ 
ion scoring in the 48th minute. 

Foxes got on top in the second half 
with Benji Evans, Gareth Hardy and 
Graham Kirkham all going close. 

And the pressure finally paid off 
when Richard Hardy side footed home 


after good work from father Andy 
down the right. 

With Foxes pushing for an equaliszer 
they were caught on the break with 
Jack Harris scoring to make it 4-2. 

Then in the 74th minute came the 
goal of the game, a superb 40-yard 
strike from Allan Ellis beating stand in 
keeper Graham and into the top corner. 

Oak Inn killed off the Foxes with an 
80th minute penalty - Harris, who was 
brought down in the box, taking the 
spot kick himself sending Lewis the 
wrong way. 


Under-strength Weston march on 


DESPITE fielding a makeshift 
side, Weston Rhyn are up to third 
in the County Premier League 
division one courtesy of a 1-0 ver¬ 
dict at lowly Ludlow reserves. 

Victory, courtesy of a Ryan Wil¬ 
son goal direct from a corner, sees 
Paul Lunt’s side five points off the 
pace, but with two games in hand 
on leaders Hanwood reserves, 
although they have played two 
more games than second placed 
Allscott. 

The visitors made the most of 


being one of the few teams in the 
division to play as they claimed 
their 11th win of the campaign to 
maintain their push for promo¬ 
tion this season. 

But last Saturday’s victory was 
not without its concerns as Rhyn 
had just eight available players 20 
minutes before they were due to 
set off to south Shropshire. 

Several players were stuck in 
various parts of the country, others 
were missing through work, but 
the visitors managed to assemble a 


side despite the pre-match panic. 

Among those missing was 
keeper Anthony Davies so Rhyn 
were forced to field an outfield 
player in goal - Nicholas Jones, a 
new arrival from Chirk who is nor¬ 
mally a midfielder/defender. 

However, he kept a clean sheet 
in a solid defensive display from 
the visitors on Ludlow’s artificial 
surface. 

Like the rest of the league, there 
is no action now until January 7, 
with the fixture to be confirmed. 
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Coals fly 
in to send 
Guils top 

GUILSFIELD reserves 
stormed top of the JT 
Hughes Montgomeryshire 
League division one with a 
17-0 romp over lowly 
Churchstoke. 

Starting the day in fourth 
spot, the Guils made the 
most of being the only lead¬ 
ing side in action as they 
moved into pole position on 
goal difference at the 
expense of second bottom 
’Stoke. 

Luke Weaver led the 
charge by plundering eight 
of the goals while Sam Grif¬ 
fiths weighed in with a hat- 
trick. There were also two 
goals apiece for Rob McG8ill 
and Chris Roberts. 

It was one of three first 
division games played in the 
league, with the other action 
seeing Llangedwyn 4-2 win¬ 
ners against basement side 
Berriew reserves. 

Goals from James Wigley, 
Mark Jones, Andy Davies 
and Rich Evans sealed 
points while visiting 
Berriew, who are still look¬ 
ing for their first win of the 
season, responded through 
Tom Francis and Ben 
Pullen. 

Bettws climbed away from 
the lower reaches after edg¬ 
ing out lowly Carno reserves 
2-1 courtesy of Aled Hughes 
and an own goal while Craig 
Scott replied for the visitors. 

Hopefuls 
hit road 
in Junior 
Cup quest 

LOCAL interest will be on 
the road in the third round 
of the Shropshire Junior 
Cup. 

Morda reserves’ reward 
for last week’s 3-0 win over 
Newcastle is a trip to Don- 
nington Sports & Social 
while Weston Rhyn visit 
Bridgnorth reserves. 

Trefonen head to Welling¬ 
ton Amateurs reserves while 
Oswestry Lions have been 
paired away to Madeley 
Sports. 

The only team on home 
soil will be Ellesmere 
reserves who welcome 
Brown Clee should they see 
off Oakengates in their 
delayed second round tie. 
The game should have been 
played at Beech Grove last 
week but was put on hold 
due to a waterlogged pitch. 

The ties will be played on 
Saturday, February 11 2012 
(1.30pm). 

The quarter-finals take 
place on March 10, and the 
semi-finals April 14. 

Full draw: Bridgnorth Town 
reserves v Weston Rhyn, Allscott 
v Wellington, Madeley Sports v 
Oswestry Lions, Ketley Town v 
Wrockwardine Wood, Wellington 
Amateurs reserves v Trefonen, 
Hanwood United reserves v 
Bishop’s Castle Town, Ellesmere 
Rangers reserves or Oakengates 
v Brown Clee, Donnington 
Sports & Social v Morda United 
reserves 

Saints top 
this table! 

THE New Saints have the 
best Welsh Premier discipli¬ 
nary record so far this sea¬ 
son in the latest Fair Play 
table issued by the FAW 

In the Huws Gray Cymru 
Alliance Llanrhaeadr are 
third in the disciplinary 
table, 22 points adrift of 
leaders Caersws with one 
red card and 20 cautions. 

Guilsfield are fourth from 
bottom in the table with 166 
disciplinary points with two 
red cards and 31 cautions. 


Morda merrier after safe passage in Junior Cup 

MORDA reserves overcame the clean sheet to ensure there was no However, just five minutes after And the victory was sealed when Joe Pierpoint. 
weather and south Shropshire way back for the visitors. the break, Morda went ahead teenage substitute Dave Morda’s first team lost a little 

opponents Newcastle to book their Early exchanges on the wet when Mark Stedman found the net Hartshorn collected a fine pass ground on the County League pre¬ 
ticket for the third round of the pitch were fairly even but Morda from a Danny Owen cross. from Calum Hughes then chipped mier division leaders last Saturday 

Williams & Picken Shropshire Jun- had an escape after 20 minutes Stedman then claimed his sec- the keeper to claim Morda’s third when their fixture away to 
ior Cup with a 3-0 home passage. when Newcastle missed a chance ond after being found by Gwyn and secure a tie against Donning- Wellington Amateurs was post- 
After an even first half, the at the near post. Davies following a fine pass from ton Sports & Social in the next poned. 

Weston Road side took charge in And the hosts were indebted to defender Jonathan Drury. round. Both Morda sides will take a 

the second period with a brace keeper Josh Thomas for a great The visitors put the home side Speaking after the game, break from action for the next two 
from Mark Stedman and one from save from a one-on-one, and to under pressure as they tried to find Morda’s honourable president weeks, but expect to return to duty 
Dave Hartshorn. Mikey Jones for a goal line clear- a way back into the game but there Colin Turner was keen to praise on Saturday January, 7, though 

Despite some late pressure, a ance to keep the scoreline blank at was no way past a resolute Morda the efforts of the whole team as their respective opponents have 

fine defensive performance kept a the interval. defence. well as those of man-of-the-match, yet to be confirmed. 

So near yet so far as late blow 
denies villagers a vital victory 



LLANRHAEADR remain clear of the drop 
zone after picking up another point in the 
quest for Cymru Alliance survival with a 1-1 
draw at home to fellow new boys Conwy 
United. 

The villagers would reflect they had enough chances to 
have snatched the points, but could at least take heart from 
an improved display against a Conwy outfit who won 6-1 
when the sides met earlier in the season. 

“Either they’ve got worse or we’ve got better, I don’t 
know, but all I’ve asked the lads is to try and do better in the 
reverse fixtures,” said boss Mario Iaquinta. 

“It’s another point, we’ll keep chipping away and, with 12 
games left, will look forward to the New Year.” 

Llanrhaeadr’s next action will be a derby at home to 
Guilsfield on Monday, January 2, before which they plan to 
have a couple of training sessions in preparation. 

The villagers managed to stage last Saturday’s game 
despite recent waterlogging and freezing conditions, but a 
heavy pitch, rain and strong wind made the going tough for 
both sides. 

Deny 



Injury blow - Matty Williams is out for the season 


Saints hit by loss 
of prolific striker 

THE New Saints’ title ambitions in the Welsh Pre¬ 
mier have suffered a major blow following the loss of 
striker Matty Williams for the rest of the season. 

The 29-year-old forward, who started his career 
with Manchester United and also played for Notts 
County, had netted nine times this term to keep TNS 
on track. 

But he must now sit out the rest of the campaign 
after a scan revealed the extent of a knee injury he 
suffered in his side’s recent clash with Bryntirion in 
the Welsh Cup. He was seeing a specialist this week. 

“It’s a massive blow both for Matty and for the club 
as he’s one of our most creative players,” said head 
coach Carl Darlington. “It was not a contact injury, 
he just fell awkwardly on the knee. 

“Although we’ve still got two good strikers, Alex 
Darlington and Greg Draper, it’s left us a bit short 
and we may have to bring another body in January 
to make sure we’ve got competition for places.” 

The Saints also have concerns over the fitness of 
another front runner, Nicky Ward who has an 
abdominal muscle problem. 


In the end, it was honours even with Ben White’s second 
half opener being cancelled out by an own goal from Joe 
Vaughan. 

Llanrhaeadr made a slow start, with keeper Lee Davies 
pulling off a couple of good stops to deny the visitors. 

Although Conwy had plenty of possession in the first half, 
the Mid Wales side began to carve openings with Rob Fox 
and Jamie Evans both having efforts saved while White hit 
the bar in a goalless first half 

After holding the upper hand in the second period, they 
got ahead with 15 minutes remaining, Joe Vaughan playing 
the ball in following a corner, Fox flicking on and White con¬ 
verting. 

At that stage it looked like a crucial victory was in their 
grasp with Conwy having rarely threatened Davies’ goal in 
the second period. 

However, hopes of maximum return were dashed when a 
cross was played in and the normally reliable Vaughan 
sliced his attempted clearance into his own net. 

Even then, Llanrhaeadr had a chance to snatch the points 
in the last minute when Evans broke down the left and 
played in Hamish Clifton whose shot was turned round the 
post by the keeper. 

Deadline for Spar applications 

APPLICATIONS are invited from the four feeder 
leagues to join the Spar League division two for next 
season. 

Clubs will be required to finish in either first or sec¬ 
ond position within their league and have the necessary 
criteria by the end of April. Applications should be in 
writing to the League Secretary by December, 31. 


Darlington delight at key win 


Carmarthen Town 0 
The New Saints 1 

IT MAY not have been pretty, but 
head coach Carl Darlington was 
delighted with the three points 
that kept the Saints in touching 
distance of the Welsh Premier 
leaders with a battling victory at 
muddy Richmond Park. 

With title rivals Llanelli and Bangor 
City both taking maximum points, this 
was a game that the Saints really had 
to win against a side propping up the 
table. 

And, in atrocious conditions, they 
profited from a defensive clanger after 
just six minutes that presented striker 
Alex Darlington with the only goal of 
the game. 

Goalkeeper Rhys Wilson failed to 
deal with a right wing cross from Craig 
Jones and his punch fell to Darlington, 
who took one touch before driving the 
ball into the net from six yards. 

That was enough to keep the Saints 
breathing down the necks of the lead¬ 


ers, still trailing by just two points 
from Llanelli who were 2-1 winners 
over Aberystwyth Town the previous 
night. 

“It had been raining in South Wales 
all week and the conditions were terri¬ 
ble but we stuck to the task well,” said 
coach Carl Darlington. 

“The main thing was that we came 
away with the three points with 
Llanelli winning the night before. 

Muddy encounter 

“We dominated the game, we passed 
the ball well in the right areas. In the 
first half we had 15 crosses into the 
box, but couldn’t make the most of 
them. 

“Getting the early goal was impor¬ 
tant as it gave us a platform. Although 
the keeper flapped at it, Alex still had a 
lot to do in the conditions.” 

TNS bossed much of the muddy 
encounter, but a second goal proved 
elusive against a side who, rooted to 
the foot of the table, themselves des¬ 
perately need points to ease their 
predicament. 


Aeron Edwards came close to 
increasing the lead midway through 
the first half when he curled a shot 
against the post with keeper Wilson 
beaten. 

Carmarthen battled hard as they 
looked to get back into the game, but 
clear cut chances were in short supply 
on a heavy surface that made the going 
increasingly tough for both sides. 

Only a last ditch tackle from home 
defender Cledan Davies stopped Jones 
when he was through on goal but the 
Saints survived a scare straight after 
half time when a Steve Evans slip let in 
Steffan Williams who fired over the 
target. 

Celebrating his 150th consecutive 
game for the club, keeper Paul Harri¬ 
son got down well to block at the feet of 
Nick Harrhy on the hour but, with con¬ 
ditions deteriorating rapidly, the 
Saints failed to turn their increasing 
domination into goals. 

Darlington fired straight at Wilson, 
substitute Chris Seargeant saw his 
shot blocked and the home defence also 
survived some pinball in the box. 


Villagers win their Waterloo to arrest slide 


LLANSANTFFRAID Village 
eased their basement concerns 
in the Spar Mid Wales League 
division one with a 2-1 success 
over Waterloo Rovers at Tre- 
flan. 

Having been dragged down the 
table in recent times, the Villagers 
would have been relieved to regis¬ 
ter their fifth win of the campaign 
that lifted them up two places. 

Steve Tomkins and Wayne 
Austin were on target with Steve 
Laws responding for Waterloo who 
have now slipped to sixth spot after 
the the defeat. 

Berriew were locked in a 0-0 
draw with Builth Wells, both sides 
having their chances in a game that 
was more entertaining than the 
scoreline suggests. 

Player boss Mike Barton made a 
couple of good saves for Berriew 


while at the other end Chris Web¬ 
ster and debutant Andrew Webb 
both went close, while Ross Harris 
rounded the keeper only to see the 
ball get stuck in the mud. 

It is a busy week for Berriew with 
two games against Montgomery, in 
the Montgomeryshire Cup in mid¬ 
week and away in the league on 
Boxing Day. 

Barton is happy enough with the 
way his side is progressing, but is 
still on the lookout for a couple of 
players to further swell his ranks. 

It’s as you were at the top of the 
Spar Mid Wales League division 
one as the two leading contenders 
both had their games postponed 
due to the weather. 

Leaders Rhayader Town remain 
one point clear at the top after their 
clash at Carno was called off due to 
a frozen pitch. 

Heavy rain and freezing weather 


during the week also put paid to 
second placed Montgomery’s 
encounter at Newbridge. 

It gave Llanidloes Town a chance 
to make up ground which they duly 
did with a 5-1 home success over 
Dolgellau, top scorer Jamie Breese 
netting a brace to take his season’s 
league and cup tally to 19. 

Matthew Savage, Ryan Clemson 
and sub Stef Rowlands also found 
the net. 

Saved 

Two goals from Lee Jones saw 
Bow Street halt their slide with a 2- 
0 win at Tywyn Bryncrug whose 
top scorer Ben Holt also had a 
penalty saved by keeper Toby 
Spain. 

High flying Four Crosses lose 
pole position in the Spar Mid Wales 
League division two after their 
clash at Aberdyfi was postponed 


due an unfit pitch. 

While Nick Popyk’s side were 
kicking their heels, second placed 
Knighton Town took full advan¬ 
tage to go top by two points cour¬ 
tesy of a 7-0 romp at Abermule, all 
the goals coming in the second half. 

Connor Bird led the charge with 
four of the goals while Danny Ives, 
Dan Farmer and Michael Cooper 
also found the net. 

Llanfair United lost ground on 
the leading pack after their clash at 
home to Rhosgoch was called off 
due to the weather. 

Meifod’s hopes of getting off the 
foot of the second division table 
were frustrated as they home 
encounter with Kerry was post¬ 
poned due to a waterlogged pitch. 

Llanfyllin, looking to climb clear 
of the basement zone, were another 
side frustrated as their home meet¬ 
ing with Machynlleth became 


another casualty of the elements. 

Weather permitting, Meifod are 
due to host Llanfair United on Sat¬ 
urday, both sides needing points for 
varying reasons. 

With just one win this season, 
Meifod would dearly like some fes¬ 
tive cheer while Llanfair want to 
stay in touching distance of pace¬ 
setters. 

Forthcoming fixtures: Saturday, Divi¬ 
sion One: Carno v Bow Street (2pm). 
Division Two: Meifod v Llanfair Utd 
(1.30pm) 

Monday December, 26 (2pm unless 
stated). Division One: Dolgellau v 
Tywyn Bryncrug, Llanidloes v 
Rhayader (2.30pm), Llansantffraid Vil¬ 
lage v Dyffryn Banw (2.30pm), Mont¬ 
gomery v Berriew, Waterloo v 
Welshpool. 

Division Two: Aberdyfi v Machynl¬ 
leth, Abermule v Kerry, Four Crosses v 
Llanfyllin, Knighton v Presteigne, 
Rhosgoch v Talgarth. 


PLACINGS 


Welsh Premier 
League 


Llanelli AFC .20 1 

Bangor City.20 1 

The New Saints .20 1 

Neath FC .. 


3 44 23 43 


9 3 : 


33 


5 29 23 30 
8 29 26 27 

7 31 34 25 

8 20 28 21 

II 20 31 18 

II 22 35 15 


Bala Town .19 

Prestatyn Town.19 

Airbus UK B'ghton...20 

Afan Lido .19 

Port Talbot Town.19 

Aberystwyth Town ..20 

Newtown AFC.20 

Carmarthen Town ...20 

Huws Gray Alliance 

P W L F A Pts 

Rhyl. 

Gap Connahs Qy 

Porthmadog. 

Buckley Tn. 

Cefn Druids. 

Caersws. 

Penrhyncoch. 

Flint Town Utd. 

Llandudno. 

Guilsfield. 

Conwy Utd. 

Ruthin Tn. 

Llanrhaeadr. 

Penycae. 

Llangefni Tn. 

Rhos Aelwyd ... 


16 16 


2 54 

4 51 16 34 

2 37 18 34 

6 10 3 32 24 33 

5 31 21 28 

5 41 32 27 

6 30 27 27 
5 33 23 26 
5 27 23 26 
8 27 28 23 


42 22 


Spar Mid Wales League 


W L F A Pts 

13 2 60 22 41 


Rhayader. 

Montgomery. 

Llanidloes Tn. 

Newbridge. 

Builth Wells. 

Waterloo 

Carno. 

Bow Street. 

Llansantffraid Vllge 
Tywyn Bryncrug.... 

Dolgellau. 

Dyffryn Banw. 

Welshpool 
Aberystwyth Uni 


7 9 31 


47 22 

38 19 
28 17 
5 10 29 46 16 
2 9 21 47 11 


Llandrindod Wells 

Kerry. 

Llanfair Utd. 

Rhosgoch. 

Talgarth. 

Machynlleth. 

Abermule. 

Aberdyfi. 

Tregaron. 

Llanfyllin Town. 

Presteigne. 

Bont. 

Meifod... 


5 8 25 


5 23 
2 30 
5 35 
7 42 


A Pts 

23 35 

24 33 
12 26 

8 24 
28 24 
10 23 
28 23 


■ 34 26 20 


3 8 32 42 


JT Hughes 
Montgomery League 

Honda division one: Bettws 2 (A Hughes, 
og), Carno Res 1 (C Scott); Guilsfield Res 17 (L 
Weaver 8, G Friffiths 3, R McGill 2, C Roberts 2, 
D Pritchard, P Turnbull), Churchstoke 0; 
Llangedwyn 4 (J Wigley, R Evans, M Jones, A 
Davies), Berriew Res 2 (T Francis, B Pullen). 
HONDA DIVISION 1 

P W L F A Pts 

Guilsfield Res.10 

Caersws Res . .10 

Llangedwyn..^,.10 

Llanidloes Res.12 

Llansantffriad Res....11 
Llanrhaedr Res.12 

Waterloo Res.14 

Llanfechain.8 

Carno Res.9 

Churchstoke 4MMW—11 • ! 

Berriew Res... 


2 50 10 22 
2 32 15 22 

2 24 11 22 

5 27 29 21 

3 29 24 20 


15 48 
52 


MITSUBISHI DIVISION 2 

L F A Pts 

2 30 19 23 


4 33 21 20 

3 22 14 20 

5 28 31 20 

5 1 27 11 19 

4 3 37 23 15 


Llanfair Res.11 

Newtown Res.12 

Four Crosses Res....11 

Newtown Wndrs.13 

Morda Res. 

Trefonen.... 

Kerry Res.13 4 7 18 41 1‘ 

Waterloo Colts.13 3 7 24 36 II 

Llandrinio.3 6 17 22 It 

Abermule Res.13 3 9 20 38 It 

Welsh Beef & Lamb Mid 
Wales Youth League 


P w 

. 8 5 


.54 0 


Waterloo Rovers... 

Newtown. 

Penrhyncoch. 

TNS. 

Llanidloes Town.... 

Caersws. 

Llanymynech.7 0 6 8 28 1 

Shropshire Minor League 

Under 17 division: Dawley Wanderers 3, 
Nova United 1; Woodside Wanderers 1, 
Wellington Amateurs 6. 

Under 18 division: Nova United 1, Meole 
Brace Colts 2. 

North Shropshire Indoor 
Cricket League 

Oswestry 73-3 (P Hayes 25 no, O J Huskin- 
son 2-16), Whitchurch 79-1 (S Dimelow 27 no, 
E Watson, Jones 25 no). Whitchurch beat 
Oswetry by 5 wickets. 

Whitchurch 127-2 (S Dimelow 27 no, S 
Williams 25 no, D Bowen 23 no), Cound 70-5 
(P Ryder 20, S Dimelow 2-14). Whitchurch beat 
Cound by 57 runs. 

Shelton 132-5 (M Davies 68 no, B Cham¬ 
bers 24, C Marsh 4-24), Cound 80-4 (K Marsh 
32 no). Shelton beat Cound by 52 runs. 

Knockin & Kinnerley 88-5 (A Ruffcock 33 
no, H Morris 25), Iscoyd & Fenns Bank 75 (L 
Dale 25 no, B Thomas 3-18). Knockin & Kinner¬ 
ley beat scoyd & Fenns Bank by 1 wicket. 

Shelton 85-5 (M Chamber 47 no), 
Grasshoppers 86-1 (P Elton 29 no, G Trow 25 
no). Grasshoppers beat Shelton by 5 Wickets. 

Grasshoppers 169-4 (E Davies 50 no, A 
Johnston 30 no, G Trow 27, J Yapp 25, A Harri¬ 
son 21, P Hayes 2-31), Oswestry 76-2 (J 
Phillips 28 no, P Phillips 25 no). Grasshoppers 
beat Oswestry by 93 runs. 

Norton in Hales 144-0 (C Ruscoe 27 no, M 
Rowley 27 no, C Rowley 26 no, S Elwell 25 no, 
N Bloor22 no), Oswestry 62-5 (C Rowley 3-24). 
Norton in Hales beat Oswestry by 82 runs. 

P W L Pts 

Grasshoppers. 4 4 0 20 

Norton in Hales. 4 4 0 20 

Shelton.4 3 1 15 

Knockin & Kinnerley.... 5 3 2 15 

Whitchurch.4 3 1 15 

Cound.2 3 10 

Frankton.5 14 5 

Wem.4 1 3 5 

Oswestry.3 0 3 0 

Iscoyd & Fenns Bank .... 4 0 4 0 
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Footballer 
Andy gets 
fell in for 
a Cracker 

MONTGOMERY Town 
footballer Andy Davies 
led the way to win the 
south Shropshire Card- 
ington Cracker, writes 
JOHN BRIDGWATER. 

Davies won the fell run¬ 
ning race in a time of 1 hour 
11 minutes and 28 seconds, 
beating Mercia clubmate 
and regular rival Steve Cale 
by over a minute. 

Cale, who beat Davies in 
the Stretton Skyline in Sep¬ 
tember, clocked 1-12.37 
while Paul Jones, another 
runner from the Mercia 
club, was third in a time of 1- 
17.46. 

The south Shropshire 
course is a gruelling nine 
miles, with an ascent of 
2,600ft. 

Davies, a Welsh interna¬ 
tional fell runner, is a well 
known footballer in Mid 
Wales, having also played for 
Caersws for several seasons 
before joining Welshpool 
Town. 

It was the fourth succes¬ 
sive win for Davies in the 
Cracker which included the 
summits of Lawley, Caer 
Caradoc, Gaerstone Rock 
and Willstone Hill. 

This traditional pre- 
Christmas race regularly 
attracts a good quality field 
of over 200 runners from as 
far afield as South Wales, 
Cambridge, Essex and York¬ 
shire. 

Goal crazy 
Ellesmere 

ELLESMERE Rangers 
Reserves came close to 
smashing a 28-year-old 
County Premier League 
record as they won 21-1 
away at Impact United. 

The stunning scoreline 
certainly raised eyebrows, 
but it didn’t quite eclipse the 
league’s record away tally - 
Telford Juniors having won 
23-2 at Haughmond back in 
1983. 

Nine different players 
scored for Ellesmere with 
five netting hat-tricks - 
Owen Lloyd, Matt Jones, 
Guy Guilford, Scott Penrose 
and Chris Stevens. 

• For a full report see 
page 38. 

COBRA home tie 

AFTER their 53-0 romp 
against Aberystwyth Uni¬ 
versity, COBRA have been 
drawn at home to fellow 
Welsh League division two 
(north) side Colwyn Bay in 
the fourth round of the 
Swalec Bowl. 


Highflying Eagles grounded bythe weather c “ ils ace 


OSWESTRY’S hopes of ending the 
year at the top of rugby’s South 
Lancs/Cheshire Two were dashed 
by the icy weather. 

After reeling off eight straight 
wins, the Eagles were looking to 
finish the first half of the campaign 
on a high. 

But a snow-bound pitch forced 
the postponement of their trip to 
sixth placed Sefton, the encounter 
will now be rearranged. 

Despite the lack of action, the 
Park Hall side are still well placed 
in second spot as they go into the 
Christmas break - three points 


behind leaders Douglas (Isle Of 
Man) - and crucially with two 
games in hand. 

It’s close at the top with 
Oswestry one of three teams on the 
same number of points, along with 
Ruskin Park and Crewe and 
Nantwich, who have also played 
more games than the border side. 

It appears a four horse race for 
promotion, although fifth placed 
Vagabonds from the Isle of Man 
could also feature in the chase. 

While Oswestry were left kick¬ 
ing their heels, Douglas seized 
their chance to go clear at the top 


with a 57-0 hammering of Older- 
shaw. 

But the Eagles will not be 
unduly concerned, and can go into 
the New Year on the back of an 
eight match winning streak that 
has propelled them into real title 
contention. 

“Sefton phoned us to say that 
the pitch was covered in snow, but 
we were not too bothered as it will 
give our backs a chance to be more 
adventurous on a drier ground in 
the spring,” said chairman Steve 
Charmley. 

“We still have two games in hand 


on Douglas and one game in hand 
on Ruskin Park below us. Those 
are going to be crucial, as will be 
how we fare in our three trips to 
the Isle of Man sides. 

“I don’t think we’ve ever won 
over there, so now is the time to do 
it. We need to stand up and be 
counted. 

“Every time we step on the 
pitch, we feel like winners. Confi¬ 
dence is the key while we’ve also 
been fortunate in we’ve only had 
the odd injury, compared to six or 
seven last season. Consistency of 
selection is so important.” 


After their festive break, 
Oswestry return to duty on Satur¬ 
day, January 7 with a home clash 
with Vagabonds as they look for 
their ninth straight win. That is 
followed by a crunch clash against 
leaders Douglas. 

It has also been a super season 
for the Eagles seconds who are 
third in the Salford University 
NWL league division four (south) 
following last week’s 19-5 win over 
Bowdon II. 

They also take a break before 
resuming at Heaton Moor II on 
January 7. 


SAINTS CLOSING IN 
ON BOSS DECISION 


THE New Saints have set their sights on a double festive 
mission - to fill their vacant director of football role while 
cranking up the Welsh Premier title pressure 

Having whittled the shortlist down to six for the managerial job, the 
Saints were interviewing the candidates yesterday, many of whom have 
Welsh Premier experience with rival clubs. 

It is hoped to announce the club’s new director of football before Christmas, with the 
new man heading first team affairs while also running the club’s academy. 

And on the pitch, the Oswestry men embark on back-to-back games against struggling 

Newtown over the Christ- | by John Bridgwater _ 


mas and new year period as 
they bid to enhance their 
championship credentials 

Having stayed in touching 
distance of the leaders with 
last weekend’s mud-filled 1- 
0 win at rock-bottom Car¬ 
marthen, the Saints will 
now look to cash in against 
another side who are toiling 
in the basement. 

First up, they head to 
Newtown on Boxing Day, 
before hosting the Robins on 
Monday, January 2. 

And with the league split¬ 
ting into two next month, it 
could prove a vital spell in 
the title chase as TNS bid to 


peg back Llanelli who hold a 
two point lead. 

In theory, the Saints have 
the more straight forward 
festive period but head 
coach Carl Darlington 
remains wary of the pitfalls. 


home, they’re a good young 
team.” 

The Saints have their 
injury concerns, with striker 
Matty Williams undergoing 
an operation yesterday to 
remedy what is believed to 


“We can’t take anything be a cruciate knee ligament 
for granted against New- injury that will keep him out 


town,” he said. 

“Last year we were 2-0 
down in the first half and 
managed to get a draw, 
which should be a warning 
to us. 

“They’ve had some good 
results and performances at 


for the rest of the season. 

Nicky Ward is also a doubt 
while Jermaine Johnson 
returns from a loan spell at 
Newtown but is suspended 
for two matches. On the plus 
side Chris Williams does 
return from illness. 


Crucial win for Welshpool 



At full stretch - Welshpool’s Wayne Maguire strains for the try-line during his side’s 
weekend victory over Bangor at Maes-y-dre. For a report and pictures see page 37. 


Pool looking to bounce back in derby clash 


LOCAL pride as well as much 
needed points will be at stake 
when Welshpool Town make 
the short trip to tackle neigh¬ 
bours Waterloo Rovers on Box¬ 
ing Day (2pm). 

Having lost 3-0 in the first meet¬ 
ing between the sides at Maesydre 
earlier in the season, the Lily- 
whites will be anxious to turn the 
tables as they bid to ease their 
basement plight in the Spar Mid 
Wales League division one. 

All three of the goals in the first 
game came in the second half, two 


being scored by Steve Jones who 
will miss the return clash due to a 
cracked kneecap that could keep 
the striker out for at least another 
month. 

Pool go into the Christmas 
period one place above bottom club 
Aberystwyth University, and their 
aim in the New Year will be to peg 
back some of the sides above them 
- Dyffryn Banw, Dolgellau and 
Tywyn Bryncrug. 

And Pool boss Dave Jones will be 
anxious to shrug off the 8-0 Spar 
League Cup hammering at Four 


Crosses in their last outing two 
weeks ago when his side finished 
the game with nine players. 

Keeper Garry Foster and Ian 
Bradford are both suspended for 
Monday’s game after being sent off 
in that game, but the Lilywhites 
are hopeful of having a goalkeep¬ 
ing replacement in time. 

“It’s abiggame, and one we need 
to get something from if we’re 
going to catch Banw,” said Jones. 

“We need to keep it tight and try 
to get our noses in front. When 
you’re down at the bottom, you 


really need to score first otherwise 
it’s going to be difficult. 

“There should be a good atmos¬ 
phere. There was a 250 crowd for 
the first game which was on a 
Wednesday night, and we should 
get at least that if not more for 
Boxing Day.” 

He added: “Everything that 
could go wrong did go wrong 
against Four Crosses, but we need 
to put that result behind us. 

“We’ve just got to put it down to 
one of those days and not get too 
down about it. We need to pick our¬ 


selves up as it’s a big game on Mon¬ 
day.” Scott Jones and Tom Gethin 
both face checks on injuries they 
picked up against Four Crosses. 

Waterloo, themselves, will be 
out to bounce back from last 
week’s 2-1 loss at Llansantffraid 
Village as they bid to keep in touch 
with the leading pack. 

Dale Roberts’ side are sixth in 
the table and, although the top two 
clubs Rhayader and Montgomery 
are well clear, Rovers are only 
three points adrift of third placed 
Llanidloes. 


Thomas 
mulling a 
Rhyl deal 

GUILSFIELD’S top scorer 
Will Thomas has been the 
subject of an approach from 
Cymru Alliance leaders 
Rhyl. 

Thomas, who joined the 
Guils from Berriew in the 
summer, has been in 
sparkling form and has also 
attracted the interest of 
league high riders GAP Con¬ 
nah’s Quay. 

He turned down a move to 
Connah’s Quay but now the 
Seasiders have put seven 
days notice of approach on 
the front runner who is the 
joint top scorer in the league 
with 13 goals this season. 

“Rhyl will be speaking to 
him this week, so we’ll see 
what happens,” said man¬ 
ager Russell Cadwallader. 
“He seems more interested 
in Rhyl than he was with 
Connah’s Quay, but hope¬ 
fully he will stay.” 

Thomas’ run of form has 
helped Guilsfield soar clear 
of the basement zone in the 
last month. 

Meanwhile, Guilsfield’s 
revival was put on hold last 
Friday when their home 
clash with Cefn Druids was 
postponed due to a water¬ 
logged pitch. 

With rain falling at 4pm, 
the surface had become 
totally saturated and offi¬ 
cials were left with little 
choice but to call the game 
off. 

The villagers now take a 
break, with their next action 
at local rivals Llanrhaeadr 
on Monday, January 2. 

Pool set for 
Berriew trip 

WELSHPOOL Town have 
been drawn away to fellow 
Spar Mid Wales League divi¬ 
sion one side Berriew in the 
third round of the Central 
Wales Cup. 

The draw takes manager 
David Jones, as well as play¬ 
ers Carl Phillips and Garry 
Foster, back to their former 
club with all ties scheduled 
for Saturday, January 7. 

Selected ties: Aberaeron v 
Kerry, Berriew v Welshpool, Bow 
Street v Guilsfield, Four Crosses 
v Caersws, Llanfair United v 
Knighton, Montgomery v 
Llangedwyn, New Quay v 
Llansantffraid, Waterloo Rovers 
v Llanrhaeadr. 

♦ ♦♦ 
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 
77.4% of the raw material for 
UK newspapers in 2010. 


Published by the Oswestry 
Chronicle, Salop Road, 
Oswestry, and printed by 
Shropshire Newspapers Ltd., 
Telford. Registered at the PO as 
a newspaper. 45p when sold. 
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